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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
  But we have to be open to receiving the gift of 
belief, the gift of faith, always searching and ques-
tioning and wondering and desiring to know and 
experience what God wants.  This means trusting 
in someone we can’t see clearly and embracing 
something we can’t grasp entirely and being okay 
with that.  I guess most of us are in that place.  
And there is a responsibility that comes with be-
lief.  It is to live by our belief, or faith by the 
choices we make or don’t make.  It’s useless to 
tell others to believe in God if we go through life 
showing cynicism and pessimism and judgment 
and a lack of hope.  And especially it is pointless 
to ask others to believe in a loving God if we 
show over and over again that we’re not really 
interested in loving the way God loves us.  Don’t 
just believe but respond! 

     I hope that all of you enjoyed a joyous Easter 
Sunday with family and friends.  The crowds at 
Mass were very inspiring and hopefully will con-
tinue to be a positive trend for more people each 
week.  Thanks to everyone for your generosity in 
the Easter collection for the parish and also in the 
special second collection for Parish Social Minis-
try and St. Vincent de Paul.  Your help goes a 
long way in our ability to help those in need.  
Let’s all keep celebrating this Easter season which 
continues until Pentecost Sunday.  Keep looking 
for ways to respond to God’s resurrection grace. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and information with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the Come 
and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Be-
fore Mass (found on the inside back cover), an 
invitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith 
on demand) and much more.  To keep informed, 
keep a copy of the bulletin at home each week for 
quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great Second Week of Easter.  Smile, 
share, act on your faith and remember: Be pa-
tient with yourself.  Nothing in nature blooms all 
year.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  

  Greetings and God’s Easter blessings be yours 
on the Second Sunday of Easter, also known as 
Divine Mercy Sunda!  We now read the 
“resurrection appearances of Jesus” along with 
descriptions on how the early Church was grow-
ing and forming itself.  In the first reading from 
the Acts of the Apostles, we see how the apostles 
spent time teaching, praying and forming commu-
nal life among the newly baptized.  It all centered 
on the “breaking of the bread” as Jesus had com-
manded them to do in his memory.  “Every day 
they devoted themselves to meeting together in 
the temple area and to breaking bread in their 
homes.”  In the second reading from 1 Peter, the 
centerpiece of his preaching is all about the resur-
rection of Jesus and what this means to all believ-
ers.  “Blessed be the God and father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a 
new birth to a living hope through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead…..”  And fi-
nally, our gospel today from John is about the first 
resurrection appearance of Jesus to the apostles.  
The only one missing was Thomas who said upon 
hearing of this appearance that he had to see and 
feel Jesus for himself to believe.  There is so much 
richness in this gospel passage.  Jesus first says, 
“Peace be with you.”  Saying this he cuts off any 
possibility of anger or disappointment in the apos-
tles.  He commissions them to forgive sins by 
breathing into them the power of the Holy Spirit 
and then a week later confronts Thomas who 
drops to his knees proclaiming, “My Lord and my 
God.”  The response of Jesus calls out how all of 
us are blessed who believe yet have not seen the 
resurrected Jesus. 

     We just heard a very familiar story, the Thom-
as story, one that touches on all sorts of things, 
primarily things surrounding the idea of “belief.”  
What does it mean to believe?  Why is it hard to 
believe?  What does it take to believe?  What are 
the obstacles to belief?  And maybe the most im-
portant one…How do we come to believe?  Well 
in one sense the answer is simple.  God made us 
with the ability to believe, and he has revealed 
himself to us so that we will believe.  The very 
fact that we can believe is a gift from God.  It is 
an opening of a window into the very heart, the 
very essence of God.  That’s pretty big stuff.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

APRIL 12, 2026—SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 

Acts 2:42-47  
They devoted themselves to the teaching of the 
apostles and to the communal life, to the break-
ing of bread and to the prayers. Awe came upon 
everyone, and many wonders and signs were 
done through the apostles. All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they 
would sell their property and possessions and di-
vide them among all according to each one’s 
need. Every day they devoted themselves to meet-
ing together in the temple area and to breaking 
bread in their homes. They ate their meals with 
exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God 
and enjoying favor with all the people. And every 
day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved.  

GOSPEL 
John 20:19-31  

On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples 
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands and put my finger into the 
nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.” Now a week later his disciples were 
again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus 
came, although the doors were locked, and stood 
in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 
and see my hands, and bring your hand and put 
it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
believe.” Thomas answered and said to him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.” Now, Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. But these are written that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that through this belief you may 
have life in his name. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  
R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his 
love is everlasting. 
Let the house of Israel say, “His mercy endures 
forever.” Let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy 
endures forever.” Let those who fear the LORD 
say, “His mercy endures forever.” 
R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his 
love is everlasting. 
I was hard pressed and was falling, but the LORD 
helped me. My strength and my courage is the 
LORD, and he has been my savior. The joyful 
shout of victory in the tents of the just: 
R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his 
love is everlasting. 
The stone which the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone. By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. This is the day the 
LORD has made; let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
R. Give thanks to the LORD for he is good, his 
love is everlasting.  

 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

APRIL 12, 2026—SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY 

SECOND READING 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is im-
perishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you who by the power of God are safeguarded 
through faith, to a salvation that is ready to be re-
vealed in the final time. In this you rejoice, although 
now for a little while you may have to suffer through 
various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, 
more precious than gold that is perishable even 
though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, 
glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Although you have not seen him you love him; even 
though you do not see him now yet believe in him, 
you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls.  

ALLELUIA 
John 20:29  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have 
seen me, says the Lord; blessed are they who 

have not seen me, but still believe! 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/2?42
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?19
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/118?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/1?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?29
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