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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

      Merry Christmas and Godôs continued Advent 
blessings be yours!  We move from the Fourth Sun-
day of Advent quickly to Christmas Eve on Wednes-
day and then to Christmas Day on Thursday, Decem-
ber 25th.  What a joy it is to gather with everyone 
and celebrate such an incredible mystery.  And 
Christmas truly is a mystery.  I wonder sometimes if 
much of what we believe in faith loses a certain spe-
cialness with each passing year.  Things that amazed 
us when we were younger start feeling common, or-
dinary and routine.  Does Christmas still astonish 
you, or has it too become a little too familiar, a little 
too common?  Since it has been part of our lives for 
so long, it simply makes perfect sense or on the other 
hand, does it still have the power to make us realize 
just how amazing our God is?  Is it something that 
rocks us to the core, believing that God loves us so 
much, so that healing our broken world is still his 
ultimate concern?  That he refuses to remain at a dis-
tance, wanting instead to be in an intimate relation-
ship with all creation?  Can you really believer that 
God chose not to simply appear to us, but actually 
became one of us, assuming our human nature and 
immersing himself fully into our journey?  That he 
refused to force himself into the world but rather 
chose to ask for the cooperation of a humble woman 
from an ordinary town in a nowhere place to say: 
ñyes?ò  Do you believe that he is able to show us not 
simply who he is but who we are called to be?  To 
believe that he came to us meekly, quietly, unassum-
ingly, in a vulnerable way, showing us that true pow-
er is not what we think?  And that he helped us to 
realize that God doesnôt act despite the world, de-
spite his creation, but rather through it, giving all of 
us a chance to cooperate with his plan and help trans-
form the world into the beautiful, loving, peaceful 
place he created it to be?  That may be a of faith 
questions to ponder at Christmas, but donôt back off. 

     The mystery of Christmas teaches us so much, 
revealing to us a God unlike any god thought of or 
imagined.  It reveals to us a God who human beings 
never believed could be possible.  Our God is the 
opposite of ordinary, the opposite of predictable.  He 
is the opposite of vengeful or distant.  Rather, he is a 
God who wants to be near us, within us, within every 
human heart open to his grace, open to the prompt-
ings of the Holy Spirit.  What a God we have!          

So, as you gather with your family and friends and 
do all the usual things you do on Christmas, all 
your traditions, the usual foods, exchanging pre-
sents; donôt just lump the miracle and mystery of 
Christmas in with the usual things you do each 
year.  Rather, truly think about the meaning of 
Christmas Day, not just the first one long ago, but 
the meaning it has for your life in this time and 
place.  Unpack, unwrap the mystery and you will 
find there is more and more mystery to be in awe 
of and grateful for.  Donôt try to explain it.  Just 
enjoy, embrace and live it! 

     I want to thank all those who continue to be 
generous to St. Raymond Parish, even when times 
are tough.  We always need the financial boost 
that comes from many parishioners at Christmas.  
Thank you for once again including St. Ray-
mondôs in your giving this year.  Thanks to all 
who helped make the ñGiving Treeò such a suc-
cess again for Parish Social Ministry.  You truly 
helped make many people in our community have 
a blessed Christmas.  I also want to thank all those 
who continue to make our various ministries 
thrive for all our people: Parish Social Ministry, 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, our Religious 
Education (Faith Formation) program, the Hu-
man Life Committee, Light of the World, Noctur-
nal Adoration, the ministries of Bereavement and 
Consolation, Pre Cana, the Sodality of Our Lady, 
CYO, Scouting, the Knights of Columbus, our 
liturgical ministries: the Altar Servers, Lectors, 
EMôs, the Adult Choir, Folk Group, Cantors and 
the Altar Society, the Pastoral Council, Finance 
Council and my fellow Deacons and Priests, plus 
the entire St. Raymond Parish Staff.  (Office, 
Household and Maintenance).  Through all your 
efforts, St. Raymond Parish continues to live its 
mission of Faith, Love and Friendship.  Thanks to 
all of you from the bottom of my heart. 

     Have a great Christmas with your family and 
friends.  Welcome also to all visitors who are cel-
ebrating with us this year.  We are blessed by your 
presence with us at Mass.  May Christmas this 
year be a reminder to all of you of just how much 
God loves you.  May the birthday of Jesus be a 
beautiful day of grace for you and your family and 
friends.  Godôs Christmas blessings be with all of 
you.     -Father Chuck   
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

DECEMBER 21, 2025—FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 7:10-14  

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying: Ask for a 
sign from the LORD, your God; let it be deep 
as the netherworld, or high as the sky! But 
Ahaz answered, "I will not ask!  I will not 
tempt the LORD!" Then Isaiah said: Listen, O 
house of David! Is it not enough for you to 
weary people, must you also weary my God? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this 
sign: the virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall name him Emmanuel.  

GOSPEL 
Matthew 1:18-24  

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 
about. When his mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph, but before they lived together, 
she was found with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was a 
righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to 
shame, decided to divorce her quietly. Such 
was his intention when, behold, the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary your wife into your home. For it 
is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 
been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins." All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 
through the prophet: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel, which means 
"God is with us." When Joseph awoke, he did 
as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6.  

R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  
The LORD's are the earth and its fullness; 
the world and those who dwell in it. For he 
founded it upon the seas and established it 
upon the rivers. 
R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
Who can ascend the mountain of the LORD? 
or who may stand in his holy place? One 
whose hands are sinless, whose heart is 
clean, who desires not what is vain. 
R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, 
a reward from God his savior. Such is the 
race that seeks for him, that seeks the face of 
the God of Jacob. 
R. Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.  

SECOND READING 
Romans 1:1-7  

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, called to 
be an apostle and set apart for the gopel 
of God, which he promised previously 
through his prophets in the holy Scrip-
tures, the gospel about his Son, de-
scended from David according to the 
flesh, but established as Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holi-
ness through resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 
him we have received the grace of 
apostleship, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith, for the sake of his name, 
among all the Gentiles, among whom 
are you also, who are called to belong to 
Jesus Christ; to all the beloved of God in 
Rome, called to be holy. Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

ALLELUIA 
Matthew 1:23  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/7?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/1?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/24?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/1?23
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

DECEMBER 25, 2025—CHRISTMAS DAY 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 52:7-10  

How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him who brings glad tidings, an-
nouncing peace, bearing good news, an-
nouncing salvation, and saying to Zion, 
ñYour God is King!ò Hark!  Your sentinels 
raise a cry, together they shout for joy, 
for they see directly, before their eyes, the 
LORD restoring Zion. Break out together in 
song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For the LORD 
comforts his people, he redeems Jerusa-
lem. The LORD has bared his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations; all the ends 
of the earth will behold the salvation of our 
God. 

GOSPEL 
John 1:1-18  

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God.  
All things came to be through him, 
and without him nothing came to be. What 
came to be through him was life, and this 
life was the light of the human race; the 
light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it. A man named 
John was sent from God. He came for testi-
mony, to testify to the light,  so that a might 
believe through him. He was not the light, 
but came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was com-
ing into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world came to be through him, 
but the world did not know him. He came 
to what was his own, but his own people 
did not accept him. But to those who did 
accept him he gave power to become chil-
dren of God,  to those who believe in his 
name,  who were born not by natural gen-
eration nor by human choice nor by a 
manôs decision but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Fatherôs only Son, full of grace and truth. 
John testified to him and cried out, saying,  
ñThis was he of whom I said, ñThe one who 
is coming after me ranks ahead of me  
because he existed before me.ôò From his 
fullness we have all received, grace in place 
of grace, because while the law was given 
through Moses, grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. The only Son, God, who is at the Fa-
therôs side, has revealed him. 

ALLELUIA 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you 
nations, and adore the Lord. For today a 

great light has come upon the earth. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Hebrews 1:1-6  

Brothers and sisters: In times past, God 
spoke in partial and various ways to our 
ancestors through the prophets; in these 
last days, he has spoken to us through the 
Son, whom he made heir of all things  
and through whom he created the universe, 
who is the refulgence of his glory, the very 
imprint of his being, and who sustains all 
things by his mighty word. When he had ac-
complished purification from sins, he took 
his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, as far superior to the angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs. For to which of the angels did 
God ever say: You are my son; this day I 
have begotten you? Or again: I will be a fa-
ther to him, and he shall be a son to me? 
And again, when he leads the firstborn into 
the world, he says: Let all the angels of God 
worship him. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/52?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1?1
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