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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 
  Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  Today’s 
readings speak of an uncomfortable aspect of disci-
pleship.  It is that following Jesus and living the Gos-
pel can bring about hardship, division and opposi-
tion.  We need to keep hearing this message because 
it helps us to understand and give meaning to our 
trials and suffering.  And it offers hope that there is 
redemption in our suffering.  In the first reading from 
the Book of Jeremiah, the prophet’s preaching runs 
counter to the values of his society.  The result was 
that Jeremiah was lowered into a cistern where: 
“There was no water in the cistern, only mud, and 
Jeremiah sank into the mud.”  Then in the second 
reading from Hebrews, Paul reminds the people that 
Jesus endured the cross and all the opposition it rep-
resented in order to take his seat at the right hand of 
the Father.  Paul then tells the people: “In your 
struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood.”  And finally in Luke’s 
Gospel, Jesus explicitly says that he has to really turn 
the tables on everyone.  Conflict and division are go-
ing to occur, not just politically, but much deeper 
among family members.  “Do you think I have come 
to establish peace on the earth?  No, I tell you, but 
rather division.”   

     So how do we navigate this joyous path of disci-
pleship when it brings conflict and division?  It is 
confusing.  Is it peace that Jesus is all about?  He 
says: “Blessed are the peacemakers and Peace be 
with you.”  Which is it?  I believe this question lies 
at the heart of every spiritual journey, at the heart of 
what a faithful life is all about.  It becomes, for peo-
ple of faith, all about the choices we make.  How can 
we withstand the tumult and difficulties of this life?  
You see, in nearly each moment of each day, in near-
ly each and every circumstance, we can either choose 
the God-like thing, or we can choose something else.  
And by choosing one or the other we are also saying 
no to something else, something that might be im-
portant to those who don’t agree with us or think like 
us or embrace the same sorts of things we have 
pledged to embrace.  As a result, conflicts can arise, 
which can lead to division and a situation in which 
peace seems to be absent.  Jesus recognized this and 
used some really strong examples to make this point 
to his disciples.  There is help especially those who 
went before us, people we loved who can still en-
courage us by prayer in addition to the graces of the 
sacraments.   

    

        So, which is it?  Will you strive to choose the 
good thing, the holy thing, the God like thing?  
And if so, can you face conflicts that are sure to 
follow, not with anger or malice or hatred, but 
with love?  And will you let the Holy Spirit be 
your guide, the “fire” of the living God that has 
the power to transform absolutely everything?  If 
we could collectively say yes to this question, who 
knows what a beautiful, peaceful, kind world we 
might help to re-create?  Remember, this is what 
Jesus laid down his life for. 

     Next Sunday, August 24th the Backwards 
Money Drawing will be held starting at 10am in 
the school cafeteria.  A special Hospitality Sunday 
will accompany the drawing sponsored by the So-
dality of Our Lady.  All ticket agents should have 
their tickets in to the rectory by this Sunday, Au-
gust 17th.  If you haven’t returned your ticket(s) 
yet please do so as soon as possible. There are on-
ly a handful of tickets left for sale, so don’t wait 
too much longer.  Stop by the rectory office 
ASAP!  You don’t want to miss out on a chance to 
win the grand prize of $10.000!  

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Reli-
gious Education (Faith Formation), an invitation 
to the special Prayer Vigil on Tuesday evening, 
August 19th, the Come and See Centerfold, the 
Communal Prayer Before Mass (found on the 
inside back cover), an invitation to join FORMED 
(your Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  
To keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, let the Holy 
Spirit guide you to make good and holy choices.  
Plus remember: Faith makes things possible, not 
easy.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 17, 2025—20TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

AUGUST 17, 2025—20TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10  

In those days, the princes said to the king: 
"Jeremiah ought to be put to death; he is de-
moralizing the soldiers who are left in this 
city, and all the people, by speaking such 
things to them; he is not interested in the 
welfare of our people, but in their ruin." 
King Zedekiah answered: "He is in your pow-
er"; for the king could do nothing with them. 
And so they took Jeremiah and threw him 
into the cistern of Prince Malchiah, which 
was in the quarters of the guard, letting him 
down with ropes. There was no water in the 
cistern, only mud, and Jeremiah sank into 
the mud. Ebed-melech, a court official, went 
there from the palace and said to him: 
"My lord king, these men have been at fault 
in all they have done to the prophet Jeremi-
ah, casting him into the cistern. He will die of 
famine on the spot, for there is no more food 
in the city." Then the king ordered Ebed-
melech the Cushite to take three men along 
with him, and draw the prophet Jeremiah 
out of the cistern before he should die.  

GOSPEL 
Luke 12:49-53  

Jesus said to his disciples: "I have come to 
set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were 
already blazing! There is a baptism with 
which I must be baptized, and how great is 
my anguish until it is accomplished! Do you 
think that I have come to establish peace on 
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 
From now on a household of five will be di-
vided, three against two and two against 
three; a father will be divided against his son 
and a son against his father, a mother 
against her daughter and a daughter against 
her mother, a mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law."  

ALLELUIA 
John 10:27  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; 

I know them, and they follow me. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Hebrews 12:1-4  

Brothers and sisters: Since we are surround-
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid 
ourselves of every burden and sin that clings 
to us and persevere in running the race that 
lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on 
Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For 
the sake of the joy that lay before him he en-
dured the cross, despising its shame, and has 
taken his seat at the right of the throne of 
God. Consider how he endured such opposi-
tion from sinners, in order that you may not 
grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle 
against sin you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 40:2, 3, 4, 18  

R. Lord, come to my aid! 
I have waited, waited for the LORD, and he 
stooped toward me. 
R. Lord, come to my aid! 
The LORD heard my cry. He drew me out of 
the pit of destruction, out of the mud of the 
swamp; he set my feet upon a crag; he made 
firm my steps. 
R. Lord, come to my aid! 
And he put a new song into my mouth, a 
hymn to our God. Many shall look on in awe 
 and trust in the LORD. 
R. Lord, come to my aid! 
Though I am afflicted and poor, yet the 
LORD thinks of me. You are my help and my 
deliverer; O my God, hold not back! 
R. Lord, come to my aid!  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Jeremiah/38?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?49
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/10?27
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/12?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/40?2
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