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Welcome To Our Parish Family!

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office
hours to be included in our parish family.

Rectory
Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;

Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm
Web Site: www.SaintRaymonds.org
Facebook: St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway

E-Mail: StRayRcc@optonline.net

ReCIOrY. ..o 593-5000

Rectory FaX......coovviiiiiiiiii e, 887-0554
Parish Social Ministry............................... 887-9197

Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday from 10am-2pm.

Parish Social Ministry Fax.......................... 593-6278
Religious Education Office ........................ 593-9075

Religious Education Office Fax ................... 593-1156

E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com

Pastoral Care Of The Sick
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;
call the rectory to schedule a visit

Devotions

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel.
Nocturnal Adoration

First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm
Miraculous Medal Novena

Saturdays following 8:45am Mass.

Confessions
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment.

Baptisms
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of

the month. Please call the rectory to schedule.

Bereavement Support Group
Call the rectory office for meeting times.

Marriages
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a

year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate
time to participate in preparation programs for the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Prayer Groups
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the

Rectory Basement.

Music Ministries

Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at
7:30pm in the church.

Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the
Rectory Basement

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and
ask for Fr. Chuck Romano

THE SECOND PURPLE CANDLE IS THE
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DURING THIS SECOND WEEK OF
ADVENT, WE REFLECT ON OUR LIVES
AND ORIENT QURSELVES TOWARD
GHRIST'S GOMING, PREPARING OUR
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{Mames are printed for 3 weeks unless
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Father Chuck’s Corner

Greetings and God’s continued Advent blessings
be yours on the Second Sunday of Advent! There is
great hope in today’s readings in addition to great
challenge. It is the normal tension that permeates all
our Advent preparations. In the first reading from
Isaiah, there is hope built in the assurance that even
from the remnants of a grand tree, even from a
stump, new life blooms. No matter what has torn us
down or stunted our growth, blossoms can still bud
in our lives. “On that day, a shoot shall sprout
from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom.” Then in the second reading from the
Letter to the Romans, Paul preaches unity amongst
the people so they may with one voice glorify God.
“Whatever was written previously was written for
our instruction, that by endurance and the encour-
agement of the scriptures we might have hope.”
And finally in Matthew’s gospel hope is essential in
the midst of trying to practice repentance. We need
to remember that God promises to enter into our bro-
ken relationships if we allow him to. John the Bap-
tist asks us to prepare by repenting. We are called to
turn away from the idols of power, money, comfort,
self-reliance, distraction, or anything else that we
might be in the place where only God should stand.
We are to allow the purifying fire of God’s love to
clear space for the new growth he desires during this
Advent season. “Repent for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.” Do this with silence, prayer, scripture
and worship. Listen for God’s voice and raise your
hearts to him in worship.

While we all disagree about many things, there is
one thing we should all be on the same page about.
We should all be working toward creating the kind of
world that God wants. But how can we do that when
our differences feel almost unfixable, un-mendable,
un-reconcilable. Too often I work for the kind of
world that I want and hope for, what I think is best.
Sadly, I too often leave out the most important crite-
ria. What kind of world does God want? Today we
hear John the Baptist, crying out for us to repent.
Not tomorrow, or next year, but now. For if God’s
world has a chance of us helping to build it, we must
change our hearts-now! We have heard this every
year during Advent, and to an extent we do heed
these words.

Yet often I know that I only do some minor
tweaking at best. I don’t really let the Holy Spirit
baptize me with his purifying fire. We all have to
agree on what this world should really look like,
how it can resemble the world God wants for us.
It is a world of true peace, a world of understand-
ing, kindness and compassion. It is a world of
generosity and humility. And it is a world of jus-
tice, tenderness and love. Jesus didn’t come into
this world to leave it unchanged. No, his coming
was meant to change it forever. The best gifts we
can give to God is to want the same, meaningful,
loving world that God wants us to help bring
about.

Today is the last day to submit your Christmas
Plant Sale order for this year. If you would like
to place an order, please fill out the order form in
the bulletin and drop it off at the rectory by S5pm
this Sunday, December 7th. No payment is neces-
sary till you come and pick up your plants next
Sunday, December 14th, during our Gaudete Sun-
day hospitality celebration.

Please remember to take home a copy of the
bulletin when you leave Mass today. It contains
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone. Of special note is news and
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the order
form for the Christmas Plant Sale (last chance to
place an order today), an order form for the
Christmas Cash 50/50 (drawing on Gaudete Sun-
day, December 14th, envelopes for the Christmas
Masses of Remembrance (found on the pew
shelves in the front and rear of the church), the
Come and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer
Before Mass (found on the inside back cover of
the bulletin), an invitation to join FORMED (your
Catholic Faith on demand) and much more. To
keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at
home each week for quick and easy reference.

Have a great Second Week of Advent. Keep
sharing hope and this week peace with everyone
you meet. And remember: Hope is the ability to
hear the music of the future. Faith is having the
courage to dance to it today. God bless always.

-Father Chuck

Ra St. Raymond R. C. Church
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS
DECEMBER 7, 2025—SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the
Father, You take away the sin of the
world, have mercy on us;

You take away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer; You are seated
at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One;
you alone are the Lord.

You alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, the Father.
Amen

PENITENTIAL ACT

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and
in what I have failed to do,

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.]
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us men and for our
Salvation he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in
Glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of
Sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come.
Amen.

Ra
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS
DECEMBER 7, 2025—SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING

Isaiah 11:1-10

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud shall
blossom. The spirit of the LORD shall rest up-
on him: a spirit of wisdom and of understand-
ing, a spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit
of knowledge and of fear of the LORD, and his
delight shall be the fear of the LORD. Not by
appearance shall he judge, nor by hearsay shall
he decide, but he shall judge the poor with jus-
tice, and decide aright for the land's afflicted.
He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall
slay the wicked. Justice shall be the band
around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon
his hips. Then the wolf shall be a guest of the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid; the calf and the young lion shall browse
together, with a little child to guide them.
The cow and the bear shall be neighbors,
together their young shall rest; the lion shall
eat hay like the ox. The baby shall play by the
cobra's den, and the child lay his hand on the
adder's lair. There shall be no harm or ruin on
all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be
filled with knowledge of the LORD, as water
covers the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse,
set up as a signal for the nations, the Gentiles
shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glori-
ous.

ALLELUIA
Luke 3:4, 6
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths: all flesh shall see the

salvation of God.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

Alleluia

SECOND READING

Romans 15:4-9

Brothers and sisters: Whatever was written
previously was written for our instruction, that
by endurance and by the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of
endurance and encouragement grant you to
think in harmony with one another, in keeping
with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one anoth-
er, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory
of God. For I say that Christ became a minister
of the circumcised to show God's truthfulness,
to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but
so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written: Therefore, I will praise
you among the Gentiles and sing praises to
your name.

GOSPEL

Matthew 3:1-12

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the
desert of Judea and saying, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand!" It was of him
that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he
said: A voice of one crying out in the desert,
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths. John wore clothing made of cam-
el's hair and had a leather belt around his
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey.
At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the
whole region around the Jordan were going
out to him and were being baptized by him in
the Jordan River as they acknowledged their
sins. When he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he
said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Produce good fruit as evidence of your re-
pentance. And do not presume to say to
yourselves, "We have Abraham as our fa-
ther.' For I tell you, God can raise up chil-
dren to Abraham from these stones. Even
now the ax lies at the root of the trees.
Therefore every tree that does not bear good
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire. I am baptizing you with water, for re-
pentance, but the one who is coming after
me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to car-
ry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in
his hand. He will clear his threshing floor
and gather his wheat into his barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 4
FAITH FORMATION
Jucy Satermann, Director St Fomation,
p .,\ The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is Monday, December 8th and it is a holy day

of obligation. Religious Education classes will be in session. For the evening 7th & 8th
grade classes, the students will go the auditorium by 7pm, attendance will be taken
and the students will go as a class to the 7:30pm Mass. Parents are asked to pick up
their child in the church (as we do in the auditorium at pick-up) after Mass ends at
s j approximately 8:3apm. Parents are welcome to attend this Mass as well.

el

Christmas Carols
For all of the students who signed up (sign-up is now closed) for our
Christmas Carols scheduled for Saturday 12/20/2025 at the spm Mass,
rehearsals are as follows: Mondays —12/8, 12/15 — spm-6pm in the Church.
Please be on time for drop-off and pick-up.

Christmas Pajama Mass
Next Sunday 12/14/ 2025 is Gaudete Sunday and the perfect time for our
» children to come to the 10:30am Mass dressed in their Christmas Pajamas
(children only please). After Mass, the children will be given a cake mix to
take home to bake a cake for Jesus's birthday. All students and their
families are invited to attend the Gaudete Sunday celebration being held in
the cafeteria after Mass.

LT}
A4 v

St.Raymond's Parish offers its deepest gratitude to the
Oceanside Burger King
for their thoughtful and generous donation of crowns for our First
Graders in the St. Raymond's Religious Education Program. Your
kindness brought so muchjoy to our children, who proudly wore their
crowns as we celebrated the Feast of Christ the King on Sunday,
November 23rd. Their smiles and excitement were a true blessing to our
entire parish community. Thank you once again to the
Oceanside Burger King
for your wonderful generosity and continued support. You helped make
this celebration even more special for our children and families.

Ra
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MY SAINT REPORT™
T —————
THE RASICS -

Joanna Agnello and LauraMacLeish's 5% grade class
present their Saint reports to classmates and parents

Ra
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Sale

Once again, we are offering beautiful Christmas Plants for sale.
Allitems ordered will be available for payment & pickup on Sunday
December 14th. in the School Cafeteria during our “Gaudete Sunday”

celebration which will run from 8:3eam till 2:00pm. Below is an order form.
Simply fill it out and return to the rectory by Sunday, December 7th.
Youmust have your order form to the rectory by spm that day.
o Remember, payment not required until pickup on Sunday December 14th.

Any questions please call the rectory at 516-593-5000.
Name:
Address
Phone #
o
Christmas Wreaths 12"-$20 _______ Quantity
Grave Blankets 24 -$30 _______ Quantity 42"-$40_______ Quantity
Poinsettias 6'-$12 _______ Quantity 8"-$22_______ Quantity
Red/White/Pink (circle one) Red/White/Pink (circle one)
Decorated Crosses 24" -$30 Quantity
Decorated Candy Canes 24" -$30 Quantity
Order Total: Number of Items Total Cost $
®

Ra St. Raymond R. C. Church
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Christmas Cash
“Caudete Sundan”

Sky's the Limit 50/50

ON DECEMBER 14, 2025 AT OUR "GAUDETE
SUNDAY' CELEBRATION, THE WINNING
"CHRISTMAS CASH" TICKET WILL BE DRAWN.
THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE ONE HALF OF THE
MONEY RAISED. TICKETS ARE $10 EACH OR
THREE FOR $25 AND MAY BE PURCHASED AT
THE RECTORY DURING REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
OR THROUGH THE FOLLOWING TEAR-OFF.
SIMPLY FILL OUT THE INFORMATION, INCLUDE
YOUR CHECK AND MAIL IT TO THE RECTORY
(263 ATLANTIC AVENUE). TICKET(S) WILL BE
SENT TO YOU THE SAME DAY. THE DRAWING
DATE GETS CLOSER EACH WEEK SO GET YOUR
ORDER IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE MORE
TICKETS SOLD THE GREATER YOUR WINNING
SHARE AND THE GREATER THE PROFIT TO THE
PARISH. WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT TO WIN SOME
EXTRA " CHRISTMAS CASH" JUST BEFORE THE
HOLIDAYS? DON'T MISS OUT. ONLY $10 EACH
OR THREE FOR $25 AND THE "SKY'S THE LIMIT."
WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT!

@ Christmas Cash

“Sky's the Limit” 50/50
NAME ___ e
ADDRESS ——— e
PHONE# #OF TICKETS -
AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_________

RETURN THIS TEAR-OFF TO THE RECTORY,
263 ATLANTIC AVE., EAST ROCKAWAY, NY 11518.

ST. RAYMOND'S
HUMAN LIFE
COMMITTEE

NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER
FOR LIFE
Date: Monday, December 8th
Time: 8:30 pm - 9:30 pm
(Directly following the 7:30 pm Mass)

Please join with us in prayer, as we
unite spiritually with parishes
throughout the country, petitioning
Our Lady to intervene for us to her
Son that we may abandon the evil
practice of abortion and all sins
against the sanctity of human life.

During this second week of Advent,
please pray for women who are
unexpectedly pregnant. May they be
filled with trust in God's Providence
and lovingly welcome the gift of
their child.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

We would like to thank Mrs. Lucy
Ostermann, Dir. of Religious Ed., and
her staff who organized and
encouraged the students to conduct
their very own "Baby Bottle"
fundraiser for the Life Center of L.l
In such a short time, through the
students' generosity, a total of
$800.00 was donated to the Life
Center last week. A special thank
you to the students. May God
abundantly bless you for your
faithfulness and caring for the
mothers in need and their babies.

Ra St. Raymond R. C. Church
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MASSES FOR THIS WEEK

Monday, December 8th
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

7:15am Dec. Members Cassese Family
8:45am Carmela & Frank Sciallo
12:15pm Pat Imbriale
7:00pm Rosary
7:30pm Jennifer Lynn Villacci
Tuesday, December 9th
7:15am Rita Dombrowski
8:45am Cathy Murphy
Wednesday, December 10th
7:15am Patricia Kronquist
8:45am Patrick Ardezzone
Thursday, December 11th
7:15am Ann Gallagher
8:45am Dominic Lazar
Friday, December 12th
Our Lady of Guadalupe
7:15am Dec.Mem. Human Life Committee
8:45am Anna L. Campbell
Saturday, December 13th St. Lucy
8:45am Lucia Marrone, Keith Howard
Angela M. Cavalli
5:00pm Arleen J. Puglissi
Sunday, December 14th
Third Sunday of Advent
7:30am Hannah M. Sullivan
9:00am Elizabeth McCarthy
10:30am Robert Murphy
12:00pm Vincent Alvarez, Barbara Pepe,
Dec. Members of the Tauckus /
Mahoney Families, John
Harrington, Salvatore Restivo,
Angelo Maria & Sal Mannino.
Tommy Hynes, Diane Berman,
Concetta Boccia Maffettone
4:30pm St. Raymond Parish

REST IN
PEACE

Pattick Michael McManus
Rafoel Sondon
Peddio Motales-Matines
Paul Byunes
Salvatore Tannone

May the souls of the fuithful f['qm'm‘t[ :
lh'zruﬂﬁ the ety P[f Cod,

est in peace. Amen

;’?&f'@%’- - LA

Scripture Readings for the Week

Monday
Genesis 3:9-15, 20/Luke 1:26-38
Tuesday
[saiah 40:1-11/Matthew 18:12-14
Wednesday
[saiah 40:25-31/Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday
Isaiah 41:13-20/Matthew 11:11-15
Friday
Zechariah 2:14-17/Luke 1:26-38
Saturday
Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11/Matthew 17:9q, 10-13
Sunday

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10/James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Ra
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