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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 10 am-5pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
    Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
    E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-3pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
They heard a lot from him over the three years 
and now he is saying a profound and mysterious 
thing about his relationship with the Father.  Are 
they really getting it?  Will they even remember 
what he said?  Jesus knew his actions would speak 
to them in ways his words couldn’t.  That’s be-
cause what he said and did matched and were con-
sistent with each other.  He talked about for-
giveness and then showed what it was like.  He 
talked about compassion and showed them what 
compassion was like.  He talked about what reach-
ing out to the poor, lonely and forgotten was like 
and then showed what kindness was.  He talked 
about love and then showed them what uncondi-
tional, selfless love looked like.  And he even 
washed their feet, giving them a powerful image 
for the ages.  A lot of words from Jesus, for sure.  
But all backed up with proof.  Which will it be for 
you?  Will actions match your words?  Will the 
God within you not simply lie dormant, but actu-
ally shape the way you live our life?  If so, people 
won’t be saying “show me.”  Like Jesus you will 
have been doing it all along. 

     Congratulations to the children receiving their 
First Holy Communion this weekend.  May you 
always know the great love Jesus has for you.  Re-
ceive Jesus at Mass every week all your life.  God 
love and bless you always. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the availa-
bility of the Mother’s Day Novena envelopes on 
the pew shelves by the church doors, the Come 
and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Be-
fore Mass (found on the inside back cover), an 
invitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith 
on demand) and much more.  To keep informed, 
keep a copy of the bulletin at home each week for 
quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great Fifth Week of Easter.  Smile 
share, follow up your words with action and re-
member: Stop accepting the things you cannot 
change and start changing the things you cannot 
accept.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck 

Greetings and God’s continued Easter blessings 
be yours on the Fifth Sunday of Easter!  The 
readings today speak of trust in the face of adver-
sity.  In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, we see the apostles extending their char-
ism of service to more men so they can continue 
to preach and teach the Word of God.  The result 
of this was: “The word of God continued to 
spread, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased greatly; even a large group of priests 
were becoming obedient to the faith.”  Then in 
the second reading from the First Letter of Peter, 
the disciple exhorts the people to live up to their 
new identity as followers of Jesus.  “You are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people of his own, so that you may announce the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.”  And finally, John’s 
gospel is a section from the “Final Discourse” as 
Jesus tries to offer words of comfort to the apos-
tles as he prepares them for his impending arrest 
and crucifixion.  He wants them to trust in God 
and look forward to that day when they will be 
reunited in the Father’s house.  Even though the 
apostles remain confused, Jesus firmly declares 
his identity with the words: “I am the way, and 
the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Fa-
ther except through me.” 

     Some things we “say” are difficult to prove, 
right?  At least it seems that way.  Like when we 
say, “I’m sorry” and we wonder if the person re-
ally believes us.  Or when we are going on and on 
at a job interview trying to convince the inter-
viewer of our qualifications for the job and we see 
them looking at us wondering if we’re really be-
ing straight with them.  Or we tell our spouse over 
and over “I love you” but can’t help wondering if 
they think it is just something husbands and wives 
have to say to each other.  The point is that we 
often say a lot of important, sincere, heartfelt 
things to one another, even though those things 
don’t come with any kind of guarantee of sinceri-
ty.   

     “Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else, believe because of the 
works themselves.”  So says Jesus in the “Last 
Supper Discourse.”  Jesus knows the end is near 
and he wants to say these things to his disciples 
because time is running out.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MAY 3, 2026—FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 

Acts 6:1-7  
As the number of disciples continued to grow, 
the Hellenists complained against the He-
brews because their widows were being ne-
glected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve 
called together the community of the disciples 
and said, "It is not right for us to neglect the 
word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select 
from among you seven reputable men, filled 
with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall 
appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote 
ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word." The proposal was acceptable to the 
whole community, so they chose Stephen, a 
man filled with faith and the Holy Spirit, also 
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, 
and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 
They presented these men to the apostles who 
prayed and laid hands on them. The word of 
God continued to spread, and the number of 
the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; 
even a large group of priests were becoming 
obedient to the faith.  

GOSPEL 

John 14:1-12  
Jesus said to his disciples: "Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; 
have faith also in me. In my Father's house 
there are many dwelling places. If there were 
not, would I have told you that I am going to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come back again 
and take you to myself, so that where I am 
you also may be. Where I am going you know 
the way." Thomas said to him, "Master, we 
do not know where you are going; how can 
we know the way?" Jesus said to him, I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, then you will also know my 
Father. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him." Philip said to him, "Master, 
show us the Father, and that will be enough 
for us." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with 
you for so long a time and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us 
the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I speak to you I do not speak on 
my own. The Father who dwells in me is do-
ing his works. Believe me that I am in the Fa-
ther and the Father is in me, or else, believe 
because of the works themselves. Amen, 
amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me 
will do the works that I do, and will do great-
er ones than these, because I am going to the 
Father."  

 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MAY 3, 2026—FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine;  
Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

SECOND READING 

1 Peter 2:4-9  
Beloved: Come to him, a living stone, reject-
ed by human beings but chosen and precious 
in the sight of God, and, like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sac-
rifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. For it says in Scripture: Behold, I am 
laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, cho-
sen and precious, and whoever believes in it 
shall not be put to shame. Therefore, its val-
ue is for you who have faith, but for those 
without faith: The stone that the builders re-
jected has become the cornerstone, and A 
stone that will make people stumble, and a 
rock that will make them fall. They stumble 
by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. 
You are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you 
may announce the praises" of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  

ALLELUIA 
John 14:6  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, the truth and the life, says  

the Lord; no one comes to the Father,  
except through me. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/6?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/2?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?6
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