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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

     Greetings and Godôs continued Christmas bless-
ings be yours on the Feast of the Holy Family!  We 
celebrate this feast in order to honor and seek to fol-
low the example of Saint Joseph, the Blessed Mother 
and Jesus Christ.  They offer our families an example 
of what it means to live in holiness and faith.  In the 
first reading from the Book of Sirach, the author lays 
out the duties of children to their parents.  ñGod sets 
a father in honor over his children; a motherôs au-
thority he confirms over her sons.ò  Then in the sec-
ond reading from the Letter to the Colossians, Paul 
admonishes his followers about the variety of virtues 
they should live by, while also touching on the rela-
tions between family members.  The virtues of kind-
ness, gentleness, humility, patience, forgiveness and 
love are all spoken about by Paul.  And then he caps 
them off by saying: ñAnd whatever you do, in word 
and in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.ò  And finally, Matthewôs gospel reports what 
the Holy Family had to do to survive early on by 
fleeing to Egypt until it was safe to go back to the 
land of Israel.  That is when they settled in Nazareth 
which fulfilled an ancient prophesy.  ñHe went and 
dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be ful-
filled, óHe shall be called a Nazorean.ôò 

     What would you do for Jesus?  Easy question?  
Anything?  That may be easy to say but is it an hon-
est answer?  Is my current way of living a witness to 
doing anything for Jesus?  Iôm not so sure.  Todayôs 
gospel is the story of The Flight to Egypt.  It is a 
pretty dramatic and unusual story, full of all sorts of 
things-an angry king, a dangerous journey in the 
night, uncertain time in an uncertain place, another 
long journey, two dreams.  A lot of stuff happens 
here.  And at its core this story is about two parents 
being willing to do anything to protect their child, 
anything to keep him safe.  Put this way, the story 
becomes a bit more understandable and familiar.  
Why? Because nearly every parent in this church to-
day would probably do the same. Doing anything for 
your son or daughter is probably closer to the truth. 

     But what would you do for Jesus?  Mary and 
Joseph were just people trying to make their way 
in life, trying to make it through each day and do 
right by their son.  Yes, he was unlike any other 
son, but he was also very much like any child, 
needing the same care and safety and comfort and 
guidance and love that every child needs.  And 
Mary and Joseph were there to provide it, there to 
provide the very things that families need to be 
happy, healthy and holy.  Of course, they know 
their son was special and that God had special 
plans for him.  Mary and Joseph loved each other 
because thatôs what faithful families do.  And for 
them, loving God and loving each other were one 
and the same.  Itôs what made their day-to-day 
tasks and lives holy.  Yet I am sure they constant-
ly wondered if they were doing the right thing.  
Did they hear correctly, know exactly what God 
wanted then to hear?  What was their future?  
What was coming next?  Actually, Mary and Jo-
seph were concerned with the same things as all 
parents.  So, if they could be holy, maybe we can 
be also, if we open ourselves to Godôs grace in 
such a way that he becomes as much a part of our 
families as any other member.  

     The winning Christmas Cash 50/50 ticket was 
pulled last Sunday, and the winning number was 
#5921 with the winning share being $4025.00.  
Thanks to all who participated in this important 
fund-raiser for our Parish. 

     Remember to take home a copy of the bulletin 
when you leave Mass today.  It contains many 
items of interest and invitation with something for 
everyone.  Of special note is news and needs from 
Parish Social Ministry, info from Religious Edu-
cation (Faith Formation), an invitation to a special 
Holy Hour on Tuesday, January 6th, in honor of 
our patron St. Raymond, the Come and See Cen-
terfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), an invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week for quick and 
easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of 2025.  Keep the 
Christmas spirit going as you strive for holiness 
in your family.  Plus remember: Jesus is a stable 
baby in an unstable world.  Merry Christmas-
Happy New Year and God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

DECEMBER 28, 2025ðFEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

     

FIRST READING 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  

God sets a father in honor over his chil-
dren; a motherôs authority he confirms 
over her sons. Whoever honors his father 
atones for sins, and preserves himself from 
them. When he prays, he is heard; 
he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by 
children, and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long 
life; he who obeys his father brings comfort 
to his mother. My son, take care of your fa-
ther when he is old; grieve him not as long 
as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be consid-
erate of him; revile him not all the days of 
his life; kindness to a father will not be for-
gotten, firmly planted against the debt of 
your sins ða house raised in justice to you. 

GOSPEL 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

When the magi had departed, behold, the an-
gel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ñRise, take the child and his 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I 
tell you. Herod is going to search for the 
child to destroy him.ò Joseph rose and took 
the child and his mother by night and de-
parted for Egypt. He stayed there until the 
death of Herod, that what the Lord had said 
through the prophet might be fulfilled, Out 
of Egypt I called my son. When Herod had 
died, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
ñRise, take the child and his mother and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the childôs life are dead.ò He rose, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go back there. And 
because he had been warned in a dream, he 
departed for the region of Galilee. He went 
and dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, He shall be called a 
Nazorean.  

SECOND READING 
Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17  

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as Godôs cho-
sen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another,  if one has a griev-
ance against another;  as the Lord has for-
given you, so must you also do. And over all 
these put on love,  that is, the bond of per-
fection. And let the peace of Christ control 
your hearts,  the peace into which you were 
also called in one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish 
one another, singing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or in deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. Wives, be subordinate 
to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any 
bitterness toward them. Children, obey 
your parents in everything, for this is 
pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children,  so they may not be-
come discouraged. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.  

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who 
walks in his ways! For you shall eat the fruit of 
your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and fa-
vored. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the re-
cesses of your home; your children like olive 
plants around your table. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the 
LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion: may 
you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1


 

wŀ  
St. Raymond R. C. Church 

Page 3 

READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

JANUARY 1, 2026ðSOLEMNITY OF MARY 

     

FIRST READING 
Numbers 6:22-27  

The LORD said to Moses:  ñSpeak to Aaron 
and his sons and tell them:  This is how you 
shall bless the Israelites. Say to them:  The 
LORD bless you and keep you!  The LORD let 
his face shine upon      you, and be gracious to 
you!  The LORD look upon you kindly 
and      give you peace! So shall they invoke 
my name upon the Israelites,  and I will bless 
them.ò  

GOSPEL 
Luke 2:16-21  

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem 
and found Mary and Joseph,  and the infant 
lying in the manger. When they saw this,   
they made known the message  that had been 
told them about this child. All who heard it 
were amazed  by what had been told them by 
the shepherds. And Mary kept all these 
things,  reflecting on them in her heart. Then 
the shepherds returned,  glorifying and 
praising God  for all they had heard and 
seen,  just as it had been told to them.  When 
eight days were completed for his circumci-
sion,  he was named Jesus, the name given 
him by the angel  before he was conceived in 
the wombΦ  

ALLELUIA 
Hebrews 1:1-2  
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets; in these last days, he 

has spoken to us through the Son. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Galatians 4:4-7  

Brothers and sisters: When the fullness of 
time had come, God sent his Son,  born of a 
woman, born under the law,  to ransom 
those under the law,  so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. As proof that you are 
sons,  God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts,  crying out, ñAbba, Father!ò So you 
are no longer a slave but a son,   
and if a son then also an heir, through God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  

R. May God bless us in his mercy. 
May God have pity on us and bless us; may he 
let his face shine upon us. So may your way 
be known upon earth; among all nations, 
your salvation. 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  
May the nations be glad and exult because 

you rule the peoples in equity; the nations on 
the earth you guide. 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all 
the peoples praise you! May God bless us, 
and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/6?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/4?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/67?2
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