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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Greetings and God’s continued Christmas bless-
ings be yours on the Feast of the Holy Family!  We 
celebrate this feast in order to honor and seek to fol-
low the example of Saint Joseph, the Blessed Mother 
and Jesus Christ.  They offer our families an example 
of what it means to live in holiness and faith.  In the 
first reading from the Book of Sirach, the author lays 
out the duties of children to their parents.  “God sets 
a father in honor over his children; a mother’s au-
thority he confirms over her sons.”  Then in the sec-
ond reading from the Letter to the Colossians, Paul 
admonishes his followers about the variety of virtues 
they should live by, while also touching on the rela-
tions between family members.  The virtues of kind-
ness, gentleness, humility, patience, forgiveness and 
love are all spoken about by Paul.  And then he caps 
them off by saying: “And whatever you do, in word 
and in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him.”  And finally, Matthew’s gospel reports what 
the Holy Family had to do to survive early on by 
fleeing to Egypt until it was safe to go back to the 
land of Israel.  That is when they settled in Nazareth 
which fulfilled an ancient prophesy.  “He went and 
dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might be ful-
filled, ‘He shall be called a Nazorean.’” 

     What would you do for Jesus?  Easy question?  
Anything?  That may be easy to say but is it an hon-
est answer?  Is my current way of living a witness to 
doing anything for Jesus?  I’m not so sure.  Today’s 
gospel is the story of The Flight to Egypt.  It is a 
pretty dramatic and unusual story, full of all sorts of 
things-an angry king, a dangerous journey in the 
night, uncertain time in an uncertain place, another 
long journey, two dreams.  A lot of stuff happens 
here.  And at its core this story is about two parents 
being willing to do anything to protect their child, 
anything to keep him safe.  Put this way, the story 
becomes a bit more understandable and familiar.  
Why? Because nearly every parent in this church to-
day would probably do the same. Doing anything for 
your son or daughter is probably closer to the truth. 

     But what would you do for Jesus?  Mary and 
Joseph were just people trying to make their way 
in life, trying to make it through each day and do 
right by their son.  Yes, he was unlike any other 
son, but he was also very much like any child, 
needing the same care and safety and comfort and 
guidance and love that every child needs.  And 
Mary and Joseph were there to provide it, there to 
provide the very things that families need to be 
happy, healthy and holy.  Of course, they know 
their son was special and that God had special 
plans for him.  Mary and Joseph loved each other 
because that’s what faithful families do.  And for 
them, loving God and loving each other were one 
and the same.  It’s what made their day-to-day 
tasks and lives holy.  Yet I am sure they constant-
ly wondered if they were doing the right thing.  
Did they hear correctly, know exactly what God 
wanted then to hear?  What was their future?  
What was coming next?  Actually, Mary and Jo-
seph were concerned with the same things as all 
parents.  So, if they could be holy, maybe we can 
be also, if we open ourselves to God’s grace in 
such a way that he becomes as much a part of our 
families as any other member.  

     The winning Christmas Cash 50/50 ticket was 
pulled last Sunday, and the winning number was 
#5921 with the winning share being $4025.00.  
Thanks to all who participated in this important 
fund-raiser for our Parish. 

     Remember to take home a copy of the bulletin 
when you leave Mass today.  It contains many 
items of interest and invitation with something for 
everyone.  Of special note is news and needs from 
Parish Social Ministry, info from Religious Edu-
cation (Faith Formation), an invitation to a special 
Holy Hour on Tuesday, January 6th, in honor of 
our patron St. Raymond, the Come and See Cen-
terfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), an invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week for quick and 
easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of 2025.  Keep the 
Christmas spirit going as you strive for holiness 
in your family.  Plus remember: Jesus is a stable 
baby in an unstable world.  Merry Christmas-
Happy New Year and God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

DECEMBER 28, 2025—FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

     

FIRST READING 
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14  

God sets a father in honor over his chil-
dren; a mother’s authority he confirms 
over her sons. Whoever honors his father 
atones for sins, and preserves himself from 
them. When he prays, he is heard; 
he stores up riches who reveres his mother. 
Whoever honors his father is gladdened by 
children, and, when he prays, is heard. 
Whoever reveres his father will live a long 
life; he who obeys his father brings comfort 
to his mother. My son, take care of your fa-
ther when he is old; grieve him not as long 
as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be consid-
erate of him; revile him not all the days of 
his life; kindness to a father will not be for-
gotten, firmly planted against the debt of 
your sins —a house raised in justice to you. 

GOSPEL 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

When the magi had departed, behold, the an-
gel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I 
tell you. Herod is going to search for the 
child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took 
the child and his mother by night and de-
parted for Egypt. He stayed there until the 
death of Herod, that what the Lord had said 
through the prophet might be fulfilled, Out 
of Egypt I called my son. When Herod had 
died, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who sought 
the child’s life are dead.” He rose, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go back there. And 
because he had been warned in a dream, he 
departed for the region of Galilee. He went 
and dwelt in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, He shall be called a 
Nazorean.  

SECOND READING 
Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17  

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s cho-
sen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience, bearing with one another and 
forgiving one another,  if one has a griev-
ance against another;  as the Lord has for-
given you, so must you also do. And over all 
these put on love,  that is, the bond of per-
fection. And let the peace of Christ control 
your hearts,  the peace into which you were 
also called in one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  
as in all wisdom you teach and admonish 
one another, singing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in 
word or in deed, do everything in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. Wives, be subordinate 
to your husbands, as is proper in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any 
bitterness toward them. Children, obey 
your parents in everything, for this is 
pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not pro-
voke your children,  so they may not be-
come discouraged. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.  

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who 
walks in his ways! For you shall eat the fruit of 
your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and fa-
vored. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the re-
cesses of your home; your children like olive 
plants around your table. 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways. 
Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the 
LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion: may 
you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days 
R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 
walk in his ways.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/sirach/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/128?1
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

JANUARY 1, 2026—SOLEMNITY OF MARY 

     

FIRST READING 
Numbers 6:22-27  

The LORD said to Moses:  “Speak to Aaron 
and his sons and tell them:  This is how you 
shall bless the Israelites. Say to them:  The 
LORD bless you and keep you!  The LORD let 
his face shine upon      you, and be gracious to 
you!  The LORD look upon you kindly 
and      give you peace! So shall they invoke 
my name upon the Israelites,  and I will bless 
them.”  

GOSPEL 
Luke 2:16-21  

The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem 
and found Mary and Joseph,  and the infant 
lying in the manger. When they saw this,   
they made known the message  that had been 
told them about this child. All who heard it 
were amazed  by what had been told them by 
the shepherds. And Mary kept all these 
things,  reflecting on them in her heart. Then 
the shepherds returned,  glorifying and 
praising God  for all they had heard and 
seen,  just as it had been told to them.  When 
eight days were completed for his circumci-
sion,  he was named Jesus, the name given 
him by the angel  before he was conceived in 
the womb.  

ALLELUIA 
Hebrews 1:1-2  

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
In the past God spoke to our ancestors 

through the prophets; in these last days, he 
has spoken to us through the Son. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Galatians 4:4-7  

Brothers and sisters: When the fullness of 
time had come, God sent his Son,  born of a 
woman, born under the law,  to ransom 
those under the law,  so that we might re-
ceive adoption as sons. As proof that you are 
sons,  God sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts,  crying out, “Abba, Father!” So you 
are no longer a slave but a son,   
and if a son then also an heir, through God.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8  

R. May God bless us in his mercy. 
May God have pity on us and bless us; may he 
let his face shine upon us. So may your way 
be known upon earth; among all nations, 
your salvation. 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  
May the nations be glad and exult because 

you rule the peoples in equity; the nations on 
the earth you guide. 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all 
the peoples praise you! May God bless us, 
and may all the ends of the earth fear him! 
R. May God bless us in his mercy.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/6?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/4?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/67?2
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Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New 
American Bible Revised Edition translation is 
the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family 
Record section and Burgundy padded cover 
with gold-gilded page edges. 

 
Only $79.99 post paid  

 
 

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of _________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____

 
 
 
 
 Advanced health care, 

personalized for all

To schedule an appointment, 
call (866) MY-LI-DOC

catholichealthli.org

        



        cxÜÜç YâÇxÜtÄ [ÉÅx? \ÇvA 
Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       
www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 
(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 
Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

 

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com 

 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 
Name in Real Estate” 

HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 
(516) 887-0677

                                                            Collision Specialist  
                                               24 Hour Towing 
3586 Merrick Rd., Seaford • 516.221.7611   

 169 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park • 516.741.7950 
        info@finaltouchli.com• www.finaltouchli.com

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway”  
•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 
Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 

 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  
Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 

34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 
516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

120 Merrick Rd. 
Lynbrook 

516-887-2914 
www.hiltonanimalhospital.net 

 Preventive Care, Internal Medicine, 
Surgery & Dentistry 

Bathing & Boarding Available

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com

   LYNBROOK 
PLUMBING AND HEATING, INC.

#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

All Insurance Accepted 

www.lynbrookplumbing.com 
307 Sunrise Hwy. 

Lynbrook 

516-593-4000

Plumbing Service & Repairs 
Water Heater Installation & Repairs 

Boiler Installation & Repair 
Oil to Gas Conversions 

Heating Zones 
Backflow Testing 

Leak & Pipe Repairs 
Water Filtration Systems 

Gas to Gas Boiler Installations 
Gas Appliance Installation 

Baseboard Radiation Service 
Oil Tank Abandonment 
Drain & Pipe Cleaning 

Gas Barbeques & Fire Pits 
Gas Fireplace Logs 

Water Mains 
Cast Iron Radiator Service




