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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 10 am-5pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
    Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
    E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554        

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-3pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
and the way we receive the grace of God’s com-
passion is by being compassionate, and the way 
we receive the grace of God’s kindness is by be-
ing kind.  Even the grace of receiving Jesus’ Body 
and Blood reaches its fulfillment when we sin-
cerely desire to become more than we were yes-
terday, to become the Body and of Christ for the 
world.   So, I guess wondering whether we de-
serve God’s forgiveness or his mercy, or compas-
sion or love is not really the point.  Rather, God 
deserves those things from us and so do the people 
around us.  And the only true way to experience 
God’s graces is by loving someone else.  How 
about that! 

     Now that Labor Day has come and gone, we 
get back to the regular activities of our lives.  All 
students from our younger children to our teens 
and those in college are back to school.  May God 
bless each of you with a good year of learning, the 
joys of making friends, and new experiences of 
growing closer to Jesus.  Just remember that no 
matter what: “God is good all the time and all the 
time God is good.”  
     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), an invita-
tion to the our next Holy Hour on Monday even-
ing, September 21st from 7-8pm in the church, an 
ad for the upcoming Blood Parish Drive on Sun-
day, September 27th, the Ministry Spotlight Col-
umn featuring the Knights of Columbus St. Ray-
mond Council, the Friends of the Poor Walk ad 
sponsored by the St. Vincent de Paul Society on 
Saturday, September 26th, the Come and See 
Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), an invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week for quick and 
easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share and thank 
God for the grace of all his blessings.  Plus re-
member: Good things come to those who wait.  
The best things come to those who pray.   
God bless always.         - Father Chuck 

Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  To-
day’s readings are about forgiveness.  Because 
God has forgiven us, so must we also forgive one 
another.  Now these readings on forgiveness can 
be challenging and unsettling.  The first reading 
from the Book of Sirach has very direct state-
ments about forgiveness and the consequences of 
withholding forgiveness.  “Think of command-
ments, hate not your neighbor; remember the 
Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults.”  
Then in the second reading from the Letter to the 
Romans, Paul clearly states that we live and die 
only for Jesus.  “For if we live, we live for the 
Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord, so then, 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”  And 
finally, in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus places no lim-
its or conditions on how we are to forgive others.  
He answers Peter’s saying there is no cap to our 
offering forgiveness.  And his example of the 
servant who begged to have his debt forgiven yet 
later did not do the same for someone else, 
showed Peter that God will treat us the same way 
we treat one another.  “You wicked servant! I for-
gave you your entire debt because you begged me 
to.  Should you not have had pity on your fellow 
servant, as I had pity on you?” 
     Do you think God gives us what we deserve?  I 
guess it depends on what we think we deserve.  If 
we live a relatively good life, we hope that we 
have earned God’s favor.  And if we have con-
stantly screwed things up and fallen into sin over 
and over we probably hope that we don’t get what 
we deserve from God.  Today’s readings offer big 
challenges to what we deserve from God.  Sirach 
says: “Forgive your neighbor’s injustice; then 
when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.”  
And Matthew’s gospel ends with: “So will my 
heavenly Father do to you unless each of you 
forgives your brother from your heart.”   
     It seems that God is alerting us to the fact that 
we will not be forgiven if we don’t forgive.  His 
grace of forgiveness will not reach its fullest ex-
pression within us unless it is mirrored in the actu-
al way we act and think and see.  The way we tru-
ly receive the grace of God’s forgiveness is by 
forgiving others.  The way we truly receive the 
grace of God’s mercy is by being merciful,  
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FIRST READING
Sirach 27:30—28:7

Wrath and anger are hateful things, yet the sin-
ner hugs them tight. The vengeful will suffer 
the LORD’s vengeance, for he remembers their 
sins in detail. Forgive your neighbor’s injus-
tice; then when you pray, your own sins will be 
forgiven. Could anyone nourish anger against 
another and expect healing from the LORD? 
Could anyone refuse mercy to another like 
himself, can he seek pardon for his own sins? If 
one who is but flesh cherishes wrath, who will 
forgive his sins? Remember your last days, set 
enmity aside; remember death and decay, and 
cease from sin! Think of the commandments, 
hate not your neighbor; remember the Most 
High’s covenant, and overlook faults. 

GOSPEL
Matthew 18:21-35

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
“Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often 
must I forgive? As many as seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times 
but seventy-seven times. That is why the king-
dom of heaven may be likened to a king who 
decided to settle accounts with his serv-
ants. When he began the accounting, a debtor 
was brought before him who owed him a huge 
amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, 
his master ordered him to be sold, along with 
his wife, his children, and all his property, in 
payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell 
down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved 
with compassion the master of that servant let 
him go and forgave him the loan. When that 
servant had left, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a much smaller 
amount. He seized him and started to choke 
him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ Fall-
ing to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, 
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 
But he refused. Instead, he had the fellow serv-
ant put in prison until he paid back the 
debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what 
had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and 
went to their master and reported the whole 
affair. His master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your 
entire debt because you begged me to. Should 
you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as 
I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master 
handed him over to the torturers until he 
should pay back the whole debt. So will my 
heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you 
forgives your brother from your heart.” 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026—24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; 
Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12

R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and rich in compassion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all my being, 
bless his holy name. Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and rich in compassion.
He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your 
ills. He redeems your life from destruction,
crowns you with kindness and compassion.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and rich in compassion.
He will not always chide, nor does he keep his 
wrath forever. Not according to our sins does 
he deal with us, nor does he requite us accord-
ing to our crimes.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and rich in compassion.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who 
fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he put our transgressions from us.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to an-
ger, and rich in compassion. 

SECOND READING
Romans 14:7-9

Brothers and sisters: None of us lives for one-
self, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, 
we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for 
the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we 
are the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and 
came to life, that he might be Lord of both the 
dead and the living. 
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Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New 
American Bible Revised Edition translation is 
the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family 
Record section and Burgundy padded cover 
with gold-gilded page edges. 

 
Only $79.99 post paid  

 
 

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of _________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       

www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 

(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 

Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com 
 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 

Name in Real Estate” 
HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 

(516) 887-0677

                                                            Collision Specialist  
                                               24 Hour Towing 
3586 Merrick Rd., Seaford • 516.221.7611   

 169 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park • 516.741.7950 
        info@finaltouchli.com• www.finaltouchli.com

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway” 
 

•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 
Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 

 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  
Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 

34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 

516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

120 Merrick Rd. 
Lynbrook 

516-887-2914 
www.hiltonanimalhospital.net 

 Preventive Care, Internal Medicine, 
Surgery & Dentistry 

Bathing & Boarding Available

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com
#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

All Insurance Accepted 

Daniel De Ciantis 
Licensed Insurance Broker 

 516-322-9610 
 Daniel@PRKinsurance.com 

Auto • Home • Business • Life Insurance 
 

Here to help you protect what matters most
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