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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Jesus Christ is risen today!  
May God’s Easter blessings of joy and new life be 
yours as we commence the great Fifty Day Feast of 
Easter.  Celebrating this day with everyone at Mass 
gives us great joy.  What a God we have, a God who 
loves us beyond our wildest imaginations.  He is a 
God who fills every corner of our lives with peace, 
hope and meaning to life.  He is a God who walked 
our journey as Jesus Christ and knows all there is 
about how we feel and think.  He knows our strug-
gles and triumphs, our ups and downs, the good 
times and the sad times.  Our God became one of us, 
lived our life and died for us to save us from sin, 
selfishness, fear, ourselves and even death itself.  
Nothing else could bring us more joy than Easter!  
We did nothing to bring about, except that our sins 
and failings caused its necessity.  The victory was 
Jesus’ and belongs to God.  This victory over sin and 
death is one in which hope wins.  It is a victory for 
forgiveness, mercy and compassion.  It is a victory in 
which gentleness, peace and nonviolence wins.  
Simply understood, it is a victory in which love 
wins, the love of God which triumphs every time.  
And guess what?  We get to share in this victory. 

     Yes, today is a holy day of great rejoicing.  It is a 
day to give deep and sincere thanks, a day to be 
filled with hope and optimism.  It is a day to gather 
with family and friends and eat great food, hunt for 
Easter eggs and eat a lot of candy.  But there is also a 
challenge to Easter.  It is a day to reflect on the ways 
we will choose to respond to what we believe in 
faith, choose to respond to or not in love to our God 
who has loved us first and loved us the best.  Will we 
reach out to others the way God reached out to us?  
Will we find ways to “lay down our lives” as Jesus 
did?  Will we love continually and unconditionally, 
or will we love only when it is easy?  Will we for-
give the things that seem unforgiveable?  Will we 
refuse to pursue revenge, retribution or making peo-
ple pay?  Will we refuse to answer violence with vio-
lence?  Will we be truly generous, or will we simply 
give from our leftovers?  Will we put the well-being 
of others ahead of our own?  Simply put—will we 
love? 

     Jesus did all that for us and he did it to show us 
how to live.  The challenge of Easter is to not let the 
death and resurrection of Jesus not mean very much. 
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  It is up to all of us to give thanks the only way 
that truly matters, by being more than we were on 
Ash Wednesday, by being the loving person God 
wants us to be, knows we can be and died and 
rose so we could be.  Alleluia!  He is risen!  Let’s 
rise with Jesus and make ourselves and the world 
a whole lot better than we both were before. 

     I would like to thank all who have helped make 
Lent, Holy Week, the Triduum, and Easter Sun-
day a truly grace-filled, holy and joyous time for 
all our parishioners.  Many thanks to our Decora-
tors and Altar Rosary Society for the care and at-
tention given to the cleanliness and flower ar-
rangement of our church sanctuary, to our 
Maintenance Staff for their tireless efforts in 
keeping our building and grounds attractive, safe 
and welcoming to all who come to our parish.  
Thanks to our Rectory Staff for being the face of 
Jesus to all who come by or call, to our Parish 
Social Ministry and St. Vincent de Paul Society 
who bring Easter joy and hope to all our neighbors 
in need, to our Consolation and Bereavement 
Ministries who gently guide people during times 
of grief and loss, to our Religious Education De-
partment (Faith Formation) for teaching our chil-
dren the lessons of faith throughout the whole 
year.  Thanks to our CYO and Scouting for guid-
ing our youth in wholesome and formative activi-
ties.  Thanks also to all our Liturgical Ministers 
(Ushers, Altar Servers, Sacristans, Lectors, and 
Eucharistic Ministers) who prayerfully help us in 
worship, and to our Music Ministry (Adult Choir, 
Folk Group and Cantors) for their inspiring and 
uplifting songs of praise.  Thanks to all our Dea-
cons and Priests who always strive to serve our 
people with style and grace.  And finally, I wish to 
thank the many Parish Volunteers, especially the 
members of the Sodality of Our Lady and the 
Knights of Columbus who continue to make St. 
Raymond Parish a thriving community of Faith, 
Love and Friendship.  I am so blessed and hum-
bled to be amongst you all. 

     Have a great Easter Sunday with your family 
and friends.  Welcome to our visitors who wor-
ship with us today.  You are always welcome at 
St. Raymond’s.  Thanks to everyone for your gen-
erosity in the Easter collection.  Please, come back 
next Sunday!  Happy Easter, Alleluia and God 
bless everyone.   

   -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

APRIL 5, 2026—EASTER SUNDAY 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43  

Peter proceeded to speak and said: ñYou 
know what has happened all over Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John preached, how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. 
He went about doing good and healing all 
those oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. We are witnesses of all that he did 
both in the country of the Jews and in Jeru-
salem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree. This man God raised on the third 
day and granted that he be visible, not to all 
the people, but to us, the witnesses chosen by 
God in advance, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. He commis-
sioned us to preach to the people and testify 
that he is the one appointed by God as judge 
of the living and the dead. To him all the 
prophets bear witness, that everyone who 
believes in him will receive forgiveness of 
sins through his name.ò  

GOSPEL 
John 20:1-9  

On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala 
came to the tomb early in the morning, while 
it was still dark, and saw the stone removed 
from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and told them, ñThey have taken the 
Lord from the tomb, and we donôt know 
where they put him.ò So Peter and the other 
disciple went out and came to the tomb. They 
both ran, but the other disciple ran faster 
than Peter and arrived at the tomb first; 
he bent down and saw the burial cloths there, 
but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived 
after him, he went into the tomb and saw the 
burial cloths there, and the cloth that had 
covered his head, not with the burial cloths 
but rolled up in a separate place. Then the 
other disciple also went in, the one who had 
arrived at the tomb first, and he saw and be-
lieved. For they did not yet understand the 
Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23  

R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for 
his mercy endures forever. Let the house of 
Israel say, ñHis mercy endures forever.ò 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 
ñThe right hand of the LORD has struck with 
power; the right hand of the LORD is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works 
of the LORD.ò 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 
The stone which the builders rejected has be-
come the cornerstone. By the LORD has this 
been done; it is wonderful in our eyes. 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice and be glad. 

 

 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

APRIL 5, 2026—EASTER SUNDAY 

SECOND READING 
Colossians 3:1-4  

Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. Think of 
what is above, not of what is on earth. For 
you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, 
then you too will appear with him in glory.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/10?34
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/118?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/3?1
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