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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Third Sunday In Ordinary Time!  The readings this 
Sunday focus on seeing Jesus alone as our source of 
hope and unity.  The prophet Zephaniah tells the 
people to seek the Lord with a humility that desires 
to always do his will.  If so than God will do the fol-
lowing: “But I will leave as a remnant in your midst 
a people humble and lowly, who shall take refuge 
in the name of the Lord: the remnant of Israel.”  In 
the second reading from I Corinthians, Paul is plead-
ing for the believers to be united not just in faith and 
belief, but in life and practice.  “I urge you brothers 
and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree to what you say, and that there 
be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and in the same purpose.”  And 
finally, Matthew’s gospel shows Jesus beginning his 
ministry by continuing John the Baptist’s call to re-
pentance and also calling his first apostles to join 
him.  “Come after me and I will make you fishers of 
men.”  

     Do you really feel that you belong to God?  Think 
about it.  It’s hard to know exactly how the people 
2000 years ago interacted and understood their 
world.  Truth be told, we are probably the same in 
some ways and different in others.  Guessing, I 
would say that one way we are different is that peo-
ple long ago relied more on community than we do.  
We place greater emphasis on the individual, indi-
vidual thoughts, ideas and choices.  Each of us sort 
of makes our own way in the world.  This rugged 
individualism spills over into our relationship to the 
God we profess to believe in.  So, what happens then 
is many of us, me included, don’t necessarily truly 
believe that we belong to God.  In fact, we act often 
as if we believe in the exact opposite.  God belongs 
to us!  Now this thinking is a problem because it 
places us in charge and we create a God who fits into 
our lives, our way of thinking.  We create a God who 
is in step with us.  Belong to God?  Not a chance.  
How else explain why many Christians have ideas 
and opinions that are polar opposites?  Some are 
doves while some are hawks.  Some want to always 
help the poor and others want to mostly ignore them.  
Some see dignity in every human person, and some 
are suspicious of everybody.   

Some forgive and some take grudges to the grave.  
Is Jesus divided?  No!  But we sure are.  We 
should all take time to reflect on what we believe 
and the choices we make.  Are they in line with 
the person we believe Jesus to be, the person we 
know through scripture, prayer and the teachings 
of the Church?  Is Jesus the One who truly gave 
everything?  Who is in charge, me or Jesus?  Does 
my life truly reflect my belonging to Jesus?  
Something for all to think about and pray about.   

     Recently I found out that our good friend Fa-
ther Jim Isabakaki has been trying to have a 
small school built in Uganda.  He has succeeded 
to a degree but now faces a roadblock due to lack 
of funds.  I said I would try to help so I am asking 
anyone who would like to donate to assist Father 
Jim in getting this project completed to please do 
so by dropping off any donation you wish to make 
at the rectory to my attention.  If using a check, 
make it out to St. Raymond Church and write “Fr. 
Jim’s School” on the memo line.  I know that 
many people still keep in touch with Father Jim, 
and we all remember him fondly.  The goal is to 
raise $7000.  I’m sure any amount over will also 
be put to good use.  Thanks for your attention and 
help with this request. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), a registra-
tion form for the upcoming Valentine’s Day 
Dance on Saturday, February 7th for all girls, first 
grade through eighth, the Come and See Center-
fold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass (found 
on the inside back cover), an invitation to join 
FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) and 
much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy of the 
bulletin at home each week for quick and easy ref-
erence. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, keep belong-
ing to God and remember: The evidence of 
God’s presence far outweighs the opinion of his 
absence.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

JANUARY 25, 2026—THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

JANUARY 25, 2026—THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 8:23—9:3  

First the Lord degraded the land of Zebu-
lun and the land of Naphtali; but in the end 
he has glorified the seaward road, the land 
west of the Jordan, the District of the Gen-
tiles. Anguish has taken wing, dispelled is 
darkness: for there is no gloom where but 
now there was distress. The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone. You have brought them 
abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they 
rejoice before you as at the harvest, as peo-
ple make merry when dividing spoils. For 
the yoke that burdened them, the pole on 
their shoulder, and the rod of their task-
master you have smashed, as on the day of 
Midian. 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 4:12-23  

When Jesus heard that John had been arrest-
ed, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth 
and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what 
had been said through Isaiah the prophet 
might be fulfilled: Land of Zebulun and land 
of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people 
who sit in darkness have seen a great light, 
on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by 
death light has arisen. From that time on, Je-
sus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” As he was 
walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon who is called Peter, and his 
brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; 
they were fishermen. He said to them, “Come 
after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
At once they left their nets and followed him. 
He walked along from there and saw two oth-
er brothers, James, the son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John. They were in a boat, with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets. He 
called them, and immediately they left their 
boat and their father and followed him. He 
went around all of Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and illness 
among the people. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14  

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom should I fear? The LORD is my life’s 
refuge; of whom should I be afraid? 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek: To 
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of 
my life, That I may gaze on the loveliness of 
the LORD and contemplate his temple. 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation. 
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the 
LORD in the land of the living. Wait for the 
LORD with courage; be stouthearted, and 
wait for the LORD. 
R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.  

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17  

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 
in what you say, and that there be no divi-
sions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and in the same purpose. 
For it has been reported to me about you, my 
brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s people, that 
there are rivalries among you. I mean that 
each of you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” 
or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you bap-
tized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not 
send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with the wisdom of human elo-
quence, so that the cross of Christ might not 
be emptied of its meaning.  

ALLELUIA 
Matthew 4:23  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the kingdom 
and cured every disease among the people. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/8?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?10
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/4?23
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