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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

     Greetings and Godôs continued Lenten blessings 
be yours on the Fourth Sunday of Lent!  Todayôs 
readings encourage us to live as children of light.  In 
the first reading from the Book of Samuel, God re-
bukes Samuel because he judges what he sees only 
with his eyes.  God goes beyond appearances and 
looks into the heart.  ñNot as man sees does God 
see, because man sees the appearance, but the Lord 
looks into the heart.ò  Then in the second reading 
from his Letter to the Ephesians, Paul encourages the 
people to put their faith into practice by living in the 
light.  ñLive as children of light, for light produces 
every kind of goodness and righteousness and 
truth.ò  And finally in Lukesôs gospel passage about 
the man born blind, Jesus cures him as a sign to all 
people that his words from the gospel acclamation 
are true: ñI am the light of the world; whoever fol-
lows me will have the light of life.ò 

     At the heart of todayôs gospel story, which is 
chock full of good lessons, is the concept of 
ñblindness.ò  Now there are all sorts of things we 
might be ñblindò to and fail to see as God sees.  We 
might be blind to the needs of others or blind to our 
own prejudices or blind to what is most important in 
life or blind to any number of things.  We are all on 
the same journey and struggle with the same kind of 
things.  But there is one thing that we are ñblindò to 
that hardly gets mentioned (even though Jesus points 
it out rather bluntly at the end of this passage).  It is 
one that is hard to admit because it paints us all in a 
bad light.  Itôs the easiest type to overlook.  It is 
simply our own ñblindness.ò  Yes, our own blind-
ness.  We are often blind to the fact that we are blind.  
The Pharisees had this blindness, and Jesus was al-
ways calling them out on it.  It is believing that our 
opinions are superior to others, that we are better 
than other people.  We know more, are more faithful, 
and God loves us more.  We see situations or issues 
in the ñrightò way.  Basically, it is a self-
righteousness that says to the world, ñI see just fine.  
I donôt need to change, others do.ò 

     We can deny our failing physical eyesight all we 
want, but what about our spiritual sight?  Jesus for-
gives completely our tough sins. He is always reach-
ing out with compassion to public sinners.   But his 
strongest language he saves for those who are con-
vinced of their own goodness, who in a very real 
sense are blind to their own blindness.   

In reflecting on Lent, it is important to see where 
we have failed to love, which causes us to commit 
the very sins we do confess.  Take an honest look 
at your own attitudes and prejudices, your 
worldview on all sorts of things.  Who are you 
looking at in the wrong way?  Where do you re-
fuse to consider counterarguments?  Why do you 
feel the need to win every argument, to have peo-
ple come around to your way of thinking.  Who do 
you feel superior to?  In what areas of life do you 
need a dose of genuine humility?  Samuel (with 
Godôs help) saw something in David that no one 
else did.  May we, with Godôs help, see things in 
each other that weôve never seen before, see the 
things that God sees.  Just donôt refuse to admit 
that you are blind in the first place. 

     This Monday evening, March 16th, we will 
have our Lenten Holy Hour for the Fourth Week 
of Lent.  This week we celebrate the Feasts of St. 
Patrick and St. Joseph.  Come and spend time in 
Eucharistic Adoration reflecting on your Lenten 
journey as we ask these two well-loved saints for 
guidance and intercession.  The next segment of 
our Lenten series, ñUnderstanding the Massò will 
be on Wednesday evening, March 18th at 7pm in 
the school cafeteria.  Then there is a ñLenten 
Evening of Recollectionò with our own Al Barba-
rino on Thursday evening, March 19th. And our 
ñGiving, Not Giving Upéé.Itôs a Lenten 
Thingò program concludes next weekend as we 
ask you to bring some ñbaby itemsò to Mass.  
Check the bulletin for the list of required items. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  Besides the 
aforementioned, there is an invitation to the St. 
Patrickôs Celebration, sponsored by the Knights 
of Columbus, on Saturday, March 21st, info for 
our Pot of Gold 50/50, the Come and See Center-
fold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass (found 
on the inside back cover), an invitation to join 
FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) and 
much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy of the 
bulletin at home each week for quick and easy ref-
erence. 

     Have a great Fourth Week of Lent.  Smile, 
share and come into the light of Jesus Christ.  
Plus remember: He is not the God of sometimes 
but the God of always.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck 
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 
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FIRST READING 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
The LORD said to Samuel: ñFill your horn 
with oil, and be on your way. I am sending 
you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen 
my king from among his sons.ò As Jesse and 
his sons came to the sacrifice, Samuel 
looked at Eliab and thought, ñSurely the 
LORDôs anointed is here before him.ò But 
the LORD said to Samuel: ñDo not judge 
from his appearance or from his lofty stat-
ure, because I have rejected him. Not as man 
sees does God see, because man sees the ap-
pearance but the LORD looks into the 
heart.ò In the same way Jesse presented sev-
en sons before Samuel, but Samuel said to 
Jesse, ñThe LORD has not chosen any one of 
these.ò Then Samuel asked Jesse, ñAre these 
all the sons you have?ò Jesse replied, ñThere 
is still the youngest, who is tending the 
sheep.ò Samuel said to Jesse, ñSend for 
him; we will not begin the sacrificial ban-
quet until he arrives here.ò Jesse sent and 
had the young man brought to them. He was 
ruddy, a youth handsome to behold and 
making a splendid appearance. The LORD 
said, ñThereðanoint him, for this is the 
one!ò Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in 
hand, anointed David in the presence of his 
brothers;  and from that day on, the spirit of 
the LORD rushed upon David. 

GOSPEL 

John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38  
As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from 
birth. He spat on the ground and made clay 
with the saliva, and smeared the clay on his 
eyes, and said to him, ñGo wash in the Pool 
of Siloamò ð which means Sent ð.So he 
went and washed, and came back able to see. 
His neighbors and those who had seen him 
earlier as a beggar said, ñIsnôt this the one 
who used to sit and beg?ò Some said, ñIt is, 
ñbut others said, ñNo, he just looks like 
him.ò He said, ñI am.ò They brought the one 
who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now 
Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on 
a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked 
him how he was able to see. He said to them, 
ñHe put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and 
now I can see.ò So some of the Pharisees 
said, ñThis man is not from God, because he 
does not keep the sabbath.ò But others said, 
ñHow can a sinful man do such signs?ò And 
there was a division among them. So they 
said to the blind man again, ñWhat do you 
have to say about him, since he opened your 
eyes?ò He said, ñHe is a prophet.ò They an-
swered and said to him, ñYou were born to-
tally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?ò 
Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard 
that they had thrown him out, he found him 
and said, ñDo you believe in the Son of 
Man?ò He answered and said, ñWho is he, 
sir, that I may believe in him?ò Jesus said to 
him, ñYou have seen him, and the one speak-
ing with you is he.ò He said, ñI do believe, 
Lord,ò and he worshiped him. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6  
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. In ver-
dant pastures he gives me repose; beside restful wa-
ters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
He guides me in right paths for his nameôs sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley I fear no evil; 
for you are at my side With your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
You spread the table before me in the sight of my 
foes; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days 
of my life; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
for years to come. 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.  

SECOND READING 

Ephesians 5:8-14  
Brothers and sisters: You were once dark-
ness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light, for light produces every kind 
of goodness and righteousness and truth. Try 
to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no 
part in the fruitless works of darkness; rather 
expose them, for it is shameful even to men-
tion the things done by them in secret; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visi-
ble, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore, it says: ñAwake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ will give 
you light.ò  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1samuel/16?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/9?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/5?8
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