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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  This Sun-
day’s readings challenge us to serve God daily.  In 
the first reading from the prophet Amos, those who 
exploit and mistreat the poor and needy will not get 
away with their injustices before God.  Amos tells 
them: “The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Never will I forget a thing they have done.”  Then 
in the First Letter to Timoty, Paul is exhorting all the 
newly baptized to pray constantly and live in peace.  
God want them all to be saved through his Son, Je-
sus.  St. Paul says: “There is one God.  There is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as ransom for all.”  And 
finally, Luke’s gospel shows Jesus telling the story 
of the rich man and his less than stellar steward.  The 
steward, knowing he is about to be fired, is slick in 
trying to gain favor with some of his master’s debt-
ors.  He reduces their debts so that when fired they 
will have pity on him.  His master actually com-
mends him for his cunning but then questions where 
one’s loyalty really lies.  Is it in man or in God?  “He 
will either hate one and love the other or be devoted 
to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve 
both God and mammon.” 

     The truth Jesus seems to be pointing out to us that 
we must make a choice.  We can’t juggle both. 
Clearly our choice should be to serve God.  Choos-
ing God demands that we submit control of our life 
to God, that we trust God completely with our lives.  
And our lives include our family, our loved ones, our 
livelihood, our safety, our health.  It calls us to trust 
God no matter what happens.  When things are going 
well, that can be fairly easy to do.  But when bad 
things happen, we might start questioning whether 
that trust is well placed and might start looking 
around for alternatives.  Also, choosing to serve God 
is not a onetime choice.  It is a choice we make daily.  
The choices we make when the stakes are small will 
shape the kind of person we become and will set us 
up either to succeed or fail as disciples of the Lord.   

     All this choosing can be exhausting and very 
complex.  Many smaller tests to act un-Christian 
come our way where we have to listen to our con-
science, being enticed to stray or stay strong in vir-
tue.  Forgiving and praying for the person who hurt 
us is also a way we choose daily to serve God.   

Choose we must because we will be tempted to 
straddle the fence-serve both God and our earthly 
interests.  This is a strong temptation because our 
physical needs are deep-seated.  But Jesus warns 
us that trying to pursue both won’t work.  A de-
fault choice may often not be the right one.  Fortu-
nately, God knows our weaknesses and is always 
present to help us.  When we make wrong choices 
we have the Sacrament of Reconciliation for for-
giveness, healing and a new beginning.  And in 
the Eucharist, we have spiritual food to strengthen 
us to choose to serve God today and every day. 

     Thanks to all who donated blood last Sunday at 
our semi-annual Parish Blood Drive.  Your gener-
osity added 63 pints of life saving blood for those 
in need.  Thanks to our Parish Blood Drive Com-
mittee for sponsoring this drive.  Look for our 
next Parish Blood Drive in the spring of 2026. 

     This Tuesday, September 23rd, there will be a 
special Holy Hour from 7-8pm in our church.  
There will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, prayer, reflection, music and Benediction.  
Come and spend some time with Jesus.  He would 
love to see you.  And by all means bring a friend. 

     Remember to take home a copy of the bulletin 
when you leave Mass today.  It contains many 
items of interest and invitation, with something 
for everyone.  Of special note is news and needs 
from Parish Social Minstry, info from Religious s 
Education (Faith Formation), the Holy Hour invi-
tation for Tuesday evening, September 23rd, an ad 
for the upcoming “Friends of the Poor Walk” 
next Saturday, September 27th, sponsored by the 
society of St. Vincent de Paul, the Come and See 
Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), and invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week for quick and 
easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of September.  Smile, 
share, choose wisely and remember: Setbacks 
pave the way for comebacks.   

God bless always.  Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025—25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2025—25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Amos 8:4-7  

Hear this, you who trample upon the needy 
 and destroy the poor of the land! "When will 
the new moon be over," you ask, "that we 
may sell our grain, and the sabbath, that we 
may display the wheat? We will diminish the 
ephah, add to the shekel, and fix our scales 
for cheating! We will buy the lowly for silver, 
and the poor for a pair of sandals; 
even the refuse of the wheat we will sell!" 
The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Never will I forget a thing they have done!  

GOSPEL 
Luke 16:1-13  

Jesus said to his disciples, "A rich man had 
a steward who was reported to him for 
squandering his property. He summoned 
him and said, ‘What is this I hear about 
you? Prepare a full account of your steward-
ship, because you can no longer be my stew-
ard.' The steward said to himself, 'What 
shall I do, now that my master is taking the 
position of steward away from me? 
I am not strong enough to dig and I am 
ashamed to beg. I know what I shall do so 
that, when I am removed from the steward-
ship, they may welcome me into their 
homes.' He called in his master's debtors 
one by one. To the first he said, 'How much 
do you owe my master?' He replied, 'One 
hundred measures of olive oil.' He said to 
him, 'Here is your promissory note. Sit 
down and quickly write one for fifty.' Then 
to another the steward said, 'And you, how 
much do you owe?' He replied, 'One hun-
dred kors of wheat.' The steward said to 
him, 'Here is your promissory note; write 
one for eighty.' And the master commended 
that dishonest steward for acting prudently. 
"For the children of this world are more 
prudent in dealing with their own genera-
tion than are the children of light. I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves with dishonest 
wealth, so that when it fails, you will be wel-
comed into eternal dwellings. The person 
who is trustworthy in very small matters is 
also trustworthy in great ones; and the per-
son who is dishonest in very small matters 
is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, 
you are not trustworthy with dishonest 
wealth, who will trust you with true wealth? 
If you are not trustworthy with what be-
longs to another, who will give you what is 
yours? No servant can serve two masters. 
He will either hate one and love the other, 
or be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and mammon." 

ALLELUIA 
Cf. 2 Corinthians 8:9  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he 

became poor, so that by his poverty you 
might become rich. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8  

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 
Praise, you servants of the LORD, praise the 
name of the LORD. Blessed be the name of the 
LORD both now and forever. 
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 
High above all nations is the LORD; above the 
heavens is his glory. Who is like the LORD, 
our God, who is enthroned on high and looks 
upon the heavens and the earth below? 
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 
He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the 
dunghill he lifts up the poor to seat them with 
princes, with the princes of his own people. 
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 

SECOND READING 
1 Timothy 2:1-8  

Beloved: First of all, I ask that supplications, 
prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be of-
fered for everyone, for kings and for all in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and tran-
quil life in all devotion and dignity. This is 
good and pleasing to God our savior, who 
wills everyone to be saved and to come to 
knowledge of the truth. For there is one God. 
There is also one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
as ransom for all. This was the testimony at 
the proper time. For this I was appointed 
preacher and apostle — I am speaking the 
truth, I am not lying —, teacher of the Gen-
tiles in faith and truth. It is my wish, then, 
that in every place the men should pray, 
lifting up holy hands, without anger or argu-
ment.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Amos/8?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/16?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2Corinthians/8?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/113?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/2?1
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