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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Third Sunday of Lent!  Today’s readings encourage 
us to have confidence in God.  In the first reading 
from the Book of Exodus, we have the “burning 
bush” incident when God called Moses into his pres-
ence and gave him the task of leading the Israelites 
from Egypt to the promised Land.  Moses needed a 
lot of confidence and trust to follow God’s com-
mands to him.  “This is what you shall tell the Isra-
elites: I AM sent me to you.”  Then in the second 
reading of the First Letter to the Corinthians, Paul 
warns the people about being too overconfident in 
themselves.  He likens it to when the Israelites grum-
bled against God when things got tough.  It won’t go 
very well for them if they follow the example of their 
ancestors.  “Therefore, whoever thinks he is stand-
ing secure should take care not to fall.”  And final-
ly. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus tells the people to repent, 
not once but twice.  He warns against hypocrisy, see-
ing oneself as less sinful than anyone else.  But he 
also counsels patience with the story about the fig 
tree.  Cultivate it well and it still might bear fruit.  
Always remember that God created us for good and 
he is always with us.  Be confident as the gardener in 
Jesus’ story was.  “Sir, leave it for this year also, 
and I shall cultivate the ground around it and ferti-
lize it, it may bear fruit in the future.” 

     At the end of the day, our confidence rests not in 
ourselves, but in our God who is faithful.  This God 
has surely come down to rescue us as foretold to Mo-
ses through the burning bush.  God’s presence is in 
the “burning bush” as much as in the “barren fig 
tree.”  In all honesty and humility, we may see our-
selves like this barren tree.  “Oh, I’m not a bad per-
son, but am I a really good person?”  If being a 
good person means not doing terrible things, most of 
us pass.  But that’s not really bearing fruit.  Our lov-
ing God wants our best right now.  He wants us to 
stop just talking and start giving now.  He wants us 
to bear fruit now by putting some life and love into 
the world, now.  This is the God we have, of the pre-
sent moment and the eternal now.  At this Eucharis-
tic table may we be reminded of the truth that God 
shows up and stands strong, no matter how weak and 
unstable we may feel.  Cling to Jesus, confident in 
the Father’s faithfulness to you. 

     Looking for some good Lenten material to help 
your prayer this Lent.  Check out the FORMED 
platform found in the bulletin.  It is a free service 
that we offer all parishioners.  All you have to do 
is follow the sign-up instruction found on the par-
ish website.  Once a member, you have access to a 
plethora of great Catholic spiritual resources, in-
cluding movies, documentaries, teaching videos, 
plus audio content.  And there is material for peo-
ple of all ages.  The best part through our parish 
subscription is that we offer this as a free gift to 
all out parishioners.  So, join today! 

     Last week we began our Lenten program: 
“Giving, Not Giving Up, It’s a Lenten Thing” at 
all the Sunday Masses.  We asked for “toiletry 
items” to be brought to Mass and placed in front 
of the altar as part of our Offertory Gifts.  The re-
sponse was not very big but what was donated 
will be a big help for Parish Social Ministry in 
their ongoing task of helping people in our com-
munity.  Today we asked for “supermarket gift 
cards” which are a big help to Parish Social Min-
istry.  These gift cards are golden and really are a 
Godsend in helping our neighbors, especially 
those with children.  If you brought some gift 
cards today as a donation, simply place them in 
the regular Offertory Collection along with your 
weekly contribution to the parish.  Now, next 
week we are looking for certain “baby items.”  
The items most needed are diapers-sizes 1-6, baby 
wipes and baby shampoo.  If you bring any of 
these items with you to Mass, place them in front 
of the altar.  This form of “giving” is united along 
with the collection money and the bread and wine 
as part of the gifts to be offered. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the ongoing 
Lenten Schedule, the Eucharistic Revival Cen-
terfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), an invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week. 

     Have a great Third Week of Lent.  Smile as 
you pray, fast and help the poor.  And remember: 
Let your faith be bigger than your fear.  God 

bless always.  Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MARCH 23, 2025-THIRD  SUNDAY OF LENT 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

MARCH 23, 2025-THIRD  SUNDAY OF LENT 

FIRST READING 
Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15  

Moses was tending the flock of his father-in
-law Jethro, the priest of Midian. Leading 
the flock across the desert, he came to Ho-
reb, the mountain of God. There an angel of 
the LORD appeared to Moses in fire flam-
ing out of a bush. As he looked on, he was 
surprised to see that the bush, though on 
fire, was not consumed. So Moses decided, 
“I must go over to look at this remarkable 
sight, and see why the bush is not burned.” 
When the LORD saw him coming over to 
look at it more closely, God called out to 
him from the bush, "Moses! Moses!” He an-
swered, “Here I am.” God said, “Come no 
nearer! Remove the sandals from your feet, 
for the place where you stand is holy 
ground. I am the God of your fathers, “ he 
continued, “the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. But 
the LORD said, “I have witnessed the afflic-
tion of my people in Egypt and have heard 
their cry of complaint against their slave 
drivers, so I know well what they are suf-
fering. Therefore I have come down to res-
cue them from the hands of the Egyptians 
and lead them out of that land into a good 
and spacious land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey.” Moses said to God, “But when 
I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ 
if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what am 
I to tell them?” God replied, “I am who 
am.” Then he added, “This is what you shall 
tell the Israelites: I AM sent me to you.” 
God spoke further to Moses, “Thus shall 
you say to the Israelites:The LORD, the God 
of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, the God of Jacob, has sent me 
to you. “This is my name forever; thus am I 
to be remembered through all generations.”  

     

GOSPEL 
Luke 13:1-9  

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mingled with the 
blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them 
in reply, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were 
greater sinners than all other Galileans? 
By no means! But I tell you, if you do not 
repent, you will all perish as they did! Or 
those eighteen people who were killed 
when the tower at Siloam fell on them— 
do you think they were more guilty than 
everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By 
no means! But I tell you, if you do not re-
pent, you will all perish as they did!” And 
he told them this parable: “There once was 
a person who had a fig tree planted in his 
orchard, and when he came in search of 
fruit on it but found none, he said to the 
gardener, ‘For three years now I have come 
in search of fruit on this fig tree but have 
found none. So cut it down. Why should it 
exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, 
‘Sir, leave it for this year also, and I shall 
cultivate the ground around it and fertilize 
it; it may bear fruit in the future. If not you 
can cut it down.’”  

SECOND READING  
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12  

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers 
and sisters, that our ancestors were all un-
der the cloud and all passed through the sea, 
and all of them were baptized into Moses in 
the cloud and in the sea. All ate the same 
spiritual food, and all drank the same spir-
itual drink, for they drank from a spiritual 
rock that followed them, and the rock was 
the Christ. Yet God was not pleased with 
most of them, for they were struck down in 
the desert. These things happened as exam-
ples for us, so that we might not desire evil 
things, as they did. Do not grumble as some 
of them did, and suffered death by the de-
stroyer. These things happened to them as 
an example, and they have been written 
down as a warning to us, upon whom the 
end of the ages has come. Therefore, whoev-
er thinks he is standing secure should take 
care not to fall.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/10?1
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