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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
It’s worrying about someone else before oneself 
and helping some else before oneself.  It’s sharing 
every good thing God has graced us with.  And in 
the process, we find ourselves and our lives be-
come authentic, meaningful and filled with peace 
and joy.  It doesn’t mean our lives will be easier, 
but they will become more connected to Jesus, 
more like him and more in harmony with the per-
son we were created to be.  So, what in your life 
needs to become the opposite of what it is now?  
What idea? What understanding? What assump-
tions and prejudices? If you can do that and em-
brace it, you might just discover that ñlosingò 
makes you a winner in God’s eyes.  And that’s all 
that really matters. 

     At this time, I welcome back our good friend 
Father Eric who will be sharing his priestly min-
istry with us for two months.  Father Eric, we 
wish you a restful and joyful time once again at 
St. Raymond Parish.  Look for Father Eric at a 
Mass near you. 

     We have a started off very slowly with people 
responding to our call for 250 hours of Prayer and 
250 hours of Service to honor the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and our country’s 250th anniversary.  Please 
check how you may help in this effort on the bul-
letin page and return the tear-off at the bottom so 
we can hopefully reach and go beyond the 250 
hours of Prayer and Service between July 4th and 
Labor Day. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), an invita-
tion to our Parish Picnic on Wednesday evening, 
July 1 st, the Come and See Centerfold, the Com-
munal Prayer Before Mass (found on the inside 
back cover), an invitation to join FORMED (your 
Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  Keep 
a copy of the bulletin at home for quick and easy 
reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share and make 
plans to come to the Parish Picnic on Wednesday 
and remember: Sometimes you get and some-
times you get got.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  

          Greetings and Godôs blessings be yours on 
the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  There 
is a lot of losing and finding in today’s readings.  
In the first reading from 2 Kings, the prophet Eli-
sha learns that his gracious host has lost the ability 
to have a child.  He makes a promise to her: ñThis 
time next year you will be fondling a baby son.ò  
Then in the second reading from Romans, Paul 
insists that if you have been baptized into Jesus’ 
death you are also baptized into his resurrection.  
You lose your life and then gain eternal life.  ñIf 
then we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him.ò  And finally, in Mat-
thew’s gospel Jesus is instructing the apostles 
about having one’s love centered first on God.  
Essentially it is the cross and giving one’s life to-
tally to God that is most important.  ñWhoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.ò 

     Once again, we find Jesus saying all kinds of 
things that appear to be the opposite of how peo-
ple often act, think and understand the world.  He 
is painting a picture of the world for his apostles 
that seems unfamiliar.  He’s done this before, tell-
ing stories that never end the way they expected 
and makes statements that on the surface make 
little sense (such as the Beatitudes).  The one 
thing you never her Jesus saying is: ñJust keep 
doing what youôre doing.  Youôre doing great.ò  
Jesus knew there was much about the everyday 
choices of people that needed a radical change of 
mind and heart, a completely new lens through 
which to look at the world, a turning upside down 
of conventional behaviors.  That’s not to say small 
changes aren’t important too.  These ñtweaksò can 
often be the final steps to holiness.  A truly loving 
person finds a new way to love.  A generous per-
son finds something else they can give. A forgiv-
ing person finds a way to heal one more relation-
ship.  All good stuff and all necessary to build a 
better world and a better person.  But sometimes 
we need a 180, a complete reversal because we 
have been thinking the exact opposite of what 
God wants.  This is precisely what it means to lose 
one’s life, to take up one’s cross.  It’s stopping the 
pursuit of things God doesn’t want us to pursue.  
It’s discarding ideas God doesn’t want us to cling 
to.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

JUNE 28, 2026— 13th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a  

One day Elisha came to Shunem, where 
there was a woman of influence, who urged 
him to dine with her. Afterward, whenever 
he passed by, he used to stop there to dine. 
So she said to her husband, ñI know that 
Elisha is a holy man of God. Since he visits 
us often, let us arrange a little room on the 
roof and furnish it for him with a bed, ta-
ble, chair, and lamp, so that when he comes 
to us he can stay there.ò Sometime later 
Elisha arrived and stayed in the room over-
night. Later Elisha asked, ñCan something 
be done for her?ò His servant Gehazi an-
swered, ñYes! She has no son, and her hus-
band is getting on in years.ò Elisha said, 
ñCall her.ò When the woman had been 
called and stood at the door, Elisha prom-
ised, ñThis time next year you will be fon-
dling a baby son.ò 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 10:37-42  

Jesus said to his apostles: ñWhoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me, and whoever loves son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me; and who-
ever does not take up his cross and follow af-
ter me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds 
his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life 
for my sake will find it." "Whoever receives 
you receives me, and whoever receives me 
receives the one who sent me. Whoever re-
ceives a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophetôs reward, and whoever re-
ceives a righteous man because he is a right-
eous man will receive a righteous manôs re-
ward. And whoever gives only a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones to drink 
because the little one is a disciple—amen, I 
say to you, he will not lose his reward.ò  
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SECOND READING 
Romans 6:3-4, 8-11  

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that 
we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were indeed bur-
ied with him through baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might live 
in newness of life. If, then, we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
him. We know that Christ, raised from the 
dead, dies no more; death no longer has pow-
er over him. As to his death, he died to sin 
once and for all; as to his life, he lives for 
God. Consequently, you too must think of 
yourselves as dead to sin and living for God 
in Christ Jesus.  

ALLELUIA 
1 Peter 2:9  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation; announce the praises of him who called 

you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, 
through all generations my mouth shall pro-
claim your faithfulness. For you have said, ñMy 
kindness is established forever;ò in heaven you 
have confirmed your faithfulness. 
R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they 
walk. At your name they rejoice all the day, and 
through your justice they are exalted. 
R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
You are the splendor of their strength, and by 
your favor our horn is exalted. For to the 
LORD belongs our shield, and the Holy One of 
Israel, our king. 
R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2kings/4?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/10?37
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/6?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/2?9
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