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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
Because of this understanding through faith, we 
the Catholic faithful entrust a lot to Church lead-
ers.  We trust them to guide and teach and inspire 
us; to shepherd us and unify us and at times to ad-
monish.  They were given the keys.  But we also 
have been given the keys to discipleship, a respon-
sibility to carry out Jesus’ mission through our life 
in the Church.  If we see this as a good thing, a 
blessing, a gift, then we can take these keys and 
open for all people a life of great meaning, beauty 
and joy.  The choice is ours.  

     The 2026 Backwards Money Drawing is one 
week away, and all the tickets have been sold ex-
cept the #500 ticket which will be raffled off 
when there are only 9 tickets left in the drum. 
When the #500 ticket is drawn and filled out it is 
put back in the drum and becomes one of the last 
10 tickets drawn.  This is a guaranteed winner, 
from $300 to possibly the $10,000 grand prize.  
You can see the winning breakdown on the flyer 
in the bulletin.  Chances for the #500 ticket raf-
fle are $10 each and and be purchased in the 
rectory during office hours and also during the 
Backwards Money Drawing in the school cafete-
ria next Sunday, August 30th, beginning after the 
9am Mass.  Don’t miss out on this added chance 
to be a definite winner! 
     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the Divine 
Mercy Prayer Vigil on Monday evening, August 
24th from 7-8:30pm in the church, our monthly 
Ministry Spotlight Column on Pre Cana, the 
Come and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer 
Before Mass (found on the inside back cover of 
the bulletin, and invitation to join FORMED, 
(your Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  
To keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of August.  Smile, 
share, let the Holy Spirit lead you deeper into 
God’s presence.  And remember: Seek joy in 
what you give, not in what you get.  God bless 
always.   

   -Father Chuck 

    Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time!  The fo-
cus of today’s readings is to recognize that the 
Holy Spirit helps us to know the will of God.  The 
Psalm Response today affirms that God’s love is 
everlasting, and he will not ever forget his crea-
tion.  We can always rely on him.  “I will give 
thanks to your name, because of your kindness 
and truth: when I called, you answered me; you 
built up strength within me.”  Then in the second 
reading from his letter to the Romans, Paul extols 
the wisdom and knowledge of God who is beyond 
our understanding. “For from him and through 
him and for him are all things.  To him be glory 
forever, amen.”  And finally, in Matthew’s Gos-
pel, insight is given to Peter from the Holy Spirit 
to recognize that Jesus is the Christ.  Jesus com-
mends Peter for having this insight and rewards 
him by establishing him as the soon to be earthly 
head of his Church.  “And so, I say to you, you 
are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church and the gates of the netherworld shall 
not prevail against it.”  
     There are two things I glean from this gospel.  
First, the Holy Spirit is the one who helps us rec-
ognize the presence and action of God in our 
lives.  In baptism we were given the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  We can trust that the God who de-
sires to draw all people into his blessed life is al-
ready at work in us, guiding us toward the end.  
Knowing that God is already at work in us reas-
sures us that if we continue seeking him, he will 
not allow us to be led astray.  Then the Gospel of 
Matthew speaks of another gift God has given us 
to help us to know his mind and plan.  This is the 
ministry of our Holy Father, the Pope.  Peter and 
his successors have been given the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, who has helped them to guide the Church 
through the ages.  If we remain in union with Pe-
ter’s successors, we can be assured that we are in 
the truth of God.  The papacy is a gift that God 
has given to guide us to salvation, which is ulti-
mately his plan for each of us. 

     Much has been made from these words, “I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”  
Mostly it has been used to support the Chruch’s 
understanding of Church leadership, specifically 
the role of the Bishop of Rome, the Pope.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 
AUGUST 23, 2026— 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

NICENE CREED 
 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING
Isaiah 22:19-23

Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the 
palace: "I will thrust you from your office
and pull you down from your station. On that 
day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son 
of Hilkiah; I will clothe him with your robe, 
and gird him with your sash, and give over to 
him your authority. He shall be a father to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the 
house of Judah. I will place the key of the 
House of David on Eliakim's shoulder; when 
he opens, no one shall shut, when he shuts, 
no one shall open. I will fix him like a peg in 
a sure spot, to be a place of honor for his 
family." 

GOSPEL
Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Phi-
lippi and he asked his disciples, "Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?"
They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, 
others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets." He said to them, "But who do 
you say that I am?" Simon Peter said in re-
ply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Jesus said to him in reply, "Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly 
Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld shall not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what-
ever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven." Then he strictly ordered his disci-
ples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS
AUGUST 23, 2026—21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; 
Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

ALLELUIA
Matthew 16:18

R. Alleluia, alleluia.
You are Peter and upon this rock I will build 
my Church and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake 
the work of your hands.
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my 
heart, for you have heard the words of my 
mouth; in the presence of the angels I will 
sing your praise; I will worship at your holy 
temple.
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake 
the work of your hands.
I will give thanks to your name, because of 
your kindness and your truth: When I called, 
you answered me; you built up strength 
within me.
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake 
the work of your hands.
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees,
and the proud he knows from afar. Your 
kindness, O LORD, endures forever; forsake 
not the work of your hands.
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake 
the work of your hands. 

SECOND READING
Romans 11:33-36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How inscrutable are his 
judgments and how unsearchable his ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord
or who has been his counselor? Or who has 
given the Lord anything that he may be re-
paid? For from him and through him and for 
him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 
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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 10 am-5pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
    Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
    E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554        

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-3pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 



Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New 
American Bible Revised Edition translation is 
the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family 
Record section and Burgundy padded cover 
with gold-gilded page edges. 

 
Only $79.99 post paid  

 
 

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of _________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       

www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 

(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 

Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com 
 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 

Name in Real Estate” 
HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 

(516) 887-0677

                                                            Collision Specialist  
                                               24 Hour Towing 
3586 Merrick Rd., Seaford • 516.221.7611   

 169 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park • 516.741.7950 
        info@finaltouchli.com• www.finaltouchli.com

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway” 
 

•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 
Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 

 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  
Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 

34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 

516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

120 Merrick Rd. 
Lynbrook 

516-887-2914 
www.hiltonanimalhospital.net 

 Preventive Care, Internal Medicine, 
Surgery & Dentistry 

Bathing & Boarding Available

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com
#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

All Insurance Accepted 

Daniel De Ciantis 
Licensed Insurance Broker 

 516-322-9610 
 Daniel@PRKinsurance.com 

Auto • Home • Business • Life Insurance 
 

Here to help you protect what matters most
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