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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross!  It is in 
the cross of Jesus Christ that we find our hope.  In 
the first reading from the Book of Numbers, God 
takes an instrument of death for the Israelites and 
turns it into a means of healing for them.  “Moses 
accordingly made a bronze serpent and mounted it 
on a pole, and whenever anyone who had been bit-
ten by a serpent looked at the bronze serpent, he 
lived.”  Then in the second reading from the Letter to 
the Philippians, Paul tells the people how God hum-
bled himself through Jesus Christ.  “Rather he emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in 
human likeness; and found human in appearance, 
he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, 
even death on a cross.”  And finally in John’s gos-
pel we see Jesus talking to Nicodemus telling him 
that the Son of Man must be lifted up so that all who 
believe in him may have eternal life.  “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him might not perish but 
have eternal life.” 

     Gazing at the innocent crucified Jesus on a cross, 
we must acknowledge the consequences of our sin.  
But we also see in him the great love God has for us.  
We see God’s desire to forgive and heal us.  That is 
why the cross, a horrible instrument of suffering and 
death, can be celebrated.  Crosses come in all shapes 
and sizes.  Many times, when we think of a cross we 
are actually thinking of a crucifix, which has the cru-
cified body of Jesus on it.  For some that is the only 
type of cross we are drawn to.  A simple cross just 
isn’t enough.  Why do some of us want a cross and 
some want a crucifix?  If we prefer just a cross may-
be it’s because we like simpler things or rathe like 
imagining for ourselves what Jesus looked like.  If 
we prefer a crucifix, maybe it’s because we want to 
see Jesus there, we need Jesus there.  Jesus and the 
cross just go together.  Remember, Jesus didn’t stay 
on the cross and he didn’t want it.  He “triumphed” 
over it, over death itself.  For Jesus the cross is 
something in his past, so why do we keep him there, 
keep him hanging there, suffering there, dying there? 

     The reason is because that’s where he is!  The 
cross Jesus remains united with, the one he never 
strays far from and continues to claim victory over is 
our individual crosses, our sufferings, our Calvary’s, 
our Good Fridays.  We don’t have to experience the 
crosses of life alone.  We don’t have to embrace or 
endure our crosses alone.  Jesus destroyed not only 
his death but our individual deaths too.  

  He destroyed all our sufferings, pain and even 
our sins through the power of his cross.  Today we 
gaze on the cross in faith and see a sign of hope, 
love and salvation.  Just never imagine a cross 
where Jesus is absent, a cross he has abandoned.  
Jesus is always right there with us and ready to 
bring us something beautiful, meaningful and 
new.  It is no less than the promise of Easter, a 
new day when God’s victory is on full display. 

     This Sunday is our semi-annual Parish Blood 
Drive from 8am till 2pm in the school cafeteria.  
Please consider giving this great gift of life which 
is so desperately needed.  Walk-ins are most wel-
come.  Check the bulletin ad for more details.  Re-
member: The worst thing is to do nothing when all 
you can do is a little.  Donate a pint of life-saving 
blood today.  It may seem like a little thing, but it 
has a big effect. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), an ad for the 
upcoming “Friends of the Poor Walk” sponsored 
by the St. Vincent de Paul Society on Saturday, 
September 27th, the Come and See Centerfold, 
the Communal Prayer Before Mass (found on the 
inside back cover), an invitation to join FORMED 
(your Catholic Faith on demand) and much more. 
To keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share and when 
you gaze at a crucifix, say “thank you” to Jesus.  
Plus remember: The best view comes after the 
hardest climb.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck. 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025—THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

  
Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025—THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

     

FIRST READING 
Numbers 21:4b-9  

With their patience worn out by the journey, 
the people complained against God and Mo-
ses, "Why have you brought us up from 
Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no 
food or water? We are disgusted with this 
wretched food!" In punishment the LORD 
sent among the people saraph serpents, 
which bit the people so that many of them 
died. Then the people came to Moses and 
said, "We have sinned in complaining 
against the LORD and you. Pray the LORD to 
take the serpents from us." So Moses prayed 
for the people, and the LORD said to Moses, 
"Make a saraph and mount it on a pole, and 
if any who have been bitten look at it, they 
will live." Moses accordingly made a bronze 
serpent and mounted it on a pole, and when-
ever anyone who had been bitten by a ser-
pent looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.  

GOSPEL 
John 3:13-17  

Jesus said to Nicodemus: "No one has gone 
up to heaven except the one who has come 
down from heaven, the Son of Man. And just 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that 
everyone who believes in him may have eter-
nal life." For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him might not perish but might 
have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through 
him.  

ALLELUIA 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because 
by your Cross you have redeemed the world. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38  

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord! 
Hearken, my people, to my teaching; incline 
your ears to the words of my mouth. I will 
open my mouth in a parable, I will utter  
mysteries from of old. 
R. Do not forget the works of the Lord! 
While he slew them they sought him and in-
quired after God again, Remembering that 
God was their rock and the Most High God, 
their redeemer. 
R. Do not forget the works of the Lord! 
But they flattered him with their mouths and 
lied to him with their tongues, Though their 
hearts were not steadfast toward him, nor 
were they faithful to his covenant. 
R. Do not forget the works of the Lord! 
But he, being merciful, forgave their sin and 
destroyed them not; Often he turned back his 
anger and let none of his wrath be roused. 
R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!  

SECOND READING 
Philippians 2:6-11  

Brothers and sisters: Christ Jesus, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equal-
ity with God something to be grasped. Ra-
ther, he emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, coming in human likeness; and found 
human in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even death on a 
cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, of those in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/21?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/3?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/78?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2?6
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