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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??


 

Ra  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 1 

 

 Father Chuck’s Corner 
     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twenty-second Sunday in ordinary Time!  The 
readings today point to what it means to be a disciple 
of Jesus.  In the first reading from the Book of Wis-
dom, everything about life on earth is related to 
God’s heavenly wisdom.  All that comes from heav-
en affects positively what happens on earth.  “And 
thus were the paths of those on earth made 
straight.”  Then the refrain from Psalm 90 echoes 
how involved God has always been with the world 
he created.  “In every age, O Lord, you have been 
our refuge.”  Finally in Luke’s gospel, Jesus offers a 
series of challenging statements.  His words grab our 
attention and grate against our sensibilities.  Through 
the use of extreme examples, Jesus is trying to get at 
the heart of discipleship, namely, to orient our lives 
completely on God.  His ultimate challenge is in his 
words: “Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple.” 

     At the heart of every God-centered life is a life 
being in proper balance.  That involves valuing eve-
rything in the proper way and to the proper degree.  
It involves making judgments about what a certain 
thing or certain pursuit is worth.  It comes as no sur-
prise to know that when it comes to the things of this 
earth, things that don’t last, we tend to overvalue 
them in all sorts of ways and often to our great harm.  
In a sense, every temptation is precisely that, giving 
too high a value (and being willing to pay too high a 
cost) to something that falls far short of something 
else, someone else.  In these situations, fulfilling our 
own needs and wants moves to the front seat rather 
than remaining in the back seat.  It’s evidence of a 
life out of balance.   

     On the other hand, the things we often undervalue 
are surprisingly the things that matter the most, the 
things that last, the God-things that give meaning to 
every aspect of our lives, on this earth and into eter-
nity.  Profound generosity seems way too big a gam-
ble.  Mystery?  That’s for suckers.  And abundant 
love puts one in a risky place of not being loved 
back.  Yes, sometimes God-things (and God himself) 
just seem to be a kind of bad deal.  Today’s gospel 
relies on faith to tell us we know better.  The exam-
ples Jesus uses show the importance of understand-
ing what something costs, what something is worth.  
No denying, Jesus’ statements are rough stuff, hard 
to hear and difficult to wrap our minds around.   

    It seems pretty clear that Jesus always wants us 
to maintain a proper balance, always valuing 
things accurately, whether the cost is truly worth 
it.  He’s not saying things of this world aren’t im-
portant, don’t have value, not worth pursuing.  
They aren’t worthless.  It means there is one thing 
that is always worth the most, worth pursuing and 
embracing the cost, no matter what the cost.  It’s 
not a what.  It's a who.  It’s GOD!  Once we real-
ize that and live accordingly, our lives take on a 
kind of beauty, fullness, peace, joy and meaning.  
If you want it, rest assured.  No price is too high. 

     Next Sunday, September 14th is our semi-
annual Parish Blood Drive.  This is an important 
opportunity for parishioners to really make a dif-
ference in people’s lives.  By donating blood, you 
are not only making a life-saving gift, but also 
sharing in Jesus’ ministry of caring for the sick 
and those in need. The drive is from 8am till 2pm 
in the school cafeteria.  Members from the com-
mittee will be speaking at all the Masses this 
weekend to encourage everyone’s participation.  
Tables are located in the church vestibule and al-
tar server sacristy where you can sign up for a 
specific time to donate.  Please consider making 
this gift of life donation next Sunday. 

     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation with something for every-
one.  Of special note is news and needs from Par-
ish Social Ministry, info from Religious Educa-
tion (Faith Formation), the Parish Blood Drive 
flyer, an invitation to the Fatima Prayer Vigil this 
Monday evening, September 8th, the Friends of 
the Poor Walk sponsored by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society on Saturday, September 27th, the 
Come and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer 
Before Mass (found on the inside back page), an 
invitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith 
on demand) and much more.  To keep informed, 
keep a copy of the bulletin at home each week for 
quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, pursue God 
first above all else and remember: It’s hard to 
hear God’s voice when you’ve already decided 
what you want him to say.   

 God bless always.  Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2025—23RD  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2025—23RD  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Wisdom 9:13-18b  

Who can know God’s counsel, or who can 
conceive what the LORD intends? For the de-
liberations of mortals are timid, and unsure 
are our plans. For the corruptible body bur-
dens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs 
down the mind that has many concerns. And 
scarce do we guess the things on earth, and 
what is within our grasp we find with diffi-
culty; but when things are in heaven, who 
can search them out? Or who ever knew your 
counsel, except you had given wisdom and 
sent your holy spirit from on high? And thus 
were the paths of those on earth made 
straight.  

GOSPEL 
Luke 14:25-33  

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he 
turned and addressed them, “If anyone comes 
to me without hating his father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not carry his own cross and 
come after me cannot be my disciple. Which of 
you wishing to construct a tower does not first 
sit down and calculate the cost to see if there is 
enough for its completion? Otherwise, after 
laying the foundation and finding himself una-
ble to finish the work the onlookers should 
laugh at him and say, ‘This one began to build 
but did not have the resources to finish.’ Or 
what king marching into battle would not first 
sit down and decide whether with ten thou-
sand troops he can successfully oppose anoth-
er king advancing upon him with twenty thou-
sand troops? But if not, while he is still far 
away, he will send a delegation to ask for peace 
terms. In the same way, anyone of you who 
does not renounce all his possessions cannot 
be my disciple.”  

ALLELUIA 
Psalm 119:135  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Let your face shine upon your servant; 

and teach me your laws. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17  
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge. 
You turn man back to dust, saying, “Return, 
O children of men.” For a thousand years in 
your sight are as yesterday, now that it is 
past, or as a watch of the night. 
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge. 
You make an end of them in their sleep; the 
next morning they are like the changing 
grass, Which at dawn springs up anew, but 
by evening wilts and fades. 
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge. 
Teach us to number our days aright, that we 
may gain wisdom of heart. Return, O LORD! 
How long? Have pity on your servants! 
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge. 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that 
we may shout for joy and gladness all our 
days. And may the gracious care of the LORD 
our God be ours; prosper the work of our 
hands for us! Prosper the work of our hands! 
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our 
refuge.  

SECOND READING 
Philemon 9-10, 12-17  

I, Paul, an old man and now also a prisoner for 
Christ Jesus, urge you on behalf of my child 
Onesimus, whose father I have become in my 
imprisonment; I am sending him, that is, my 
own heart, back to you. I should have liked to 
retain him for myself, so that he might serve 
me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the 
gospel, but I did not want to do anything with-
out your consent, so that the good you do might 
not be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is 
why he was away from you for a while, that you 
might have him back forever, no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved 
especially to me, but even more so to you, as a 
man and in the Lord. So if you regard me as a 
partner, welcome him as you would me.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Wisdom/9?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/14?25
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/119?135
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/90?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philemon/1?9
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Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       
www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 
(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 
Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

 

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com 

 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 
Name in Real Estate” 

HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 
(516) 887-0677

                                                            Collision Specialist  
                                               24 Hour Towing 
3586 Merrick Rd., Seaford • 516.221.7611   

 169 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park • 516.741.7950 
        info@finaltouchli.com• www.finaltouchli.com

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway”  
•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 
Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 

 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  
Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 

34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 
516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

120 Merrick Rd. 
Lynbrook 

516-887-2914 
www.hiltonanimalhospital.net 

 Preventive Care, Internal Medicine, 
Surgery & Dentistry 

Bathing & Boarding Available

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com

   LYNBROOK 
PLUMBING AND HEATING, INC.

#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

All Insurance Accepted 

www.lynbrookplumbing.com 
307 Sunrise Hwy. 

Lynbrook 

516-593-4000

Plumbing Service & Repairs 
Water Heater Installation & Repairs 

Boiler Installation & Repair 
Oil to Gas Conversions 

Heating Zones 
Backflow Testing 

Leak & Pipe Repairs 
Water Filtration Systems 

Gas to Gas Boiler Installations 
Gas Appliance Installation 

Baseboard Radiation Service 
Oil Tank Abandonment 
Drain & Pipe Cleaning 

Gas Barbeques & Fire Pits 
Gas Fireplace Logs 

Water Mains 
Cast Iron Radiator Service




