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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

     Greetings and Godôs blessings be yours on the 
Third Sunday of Lent!  The readings this Sunday 
invite us to grapple with the times we may feel spirit-
ually dry and question Godôs providence.  In the first 
reading from Exodus, the people are complaining to 
Moses about being stranded in the desert.  They feel 
they will all die of thirst.  When Moses conveys the 
peopleôs frustration to God, he is told to strike a cer-
tain rock with his staff and water will flow froth for 
the people and their livestock.  The Israelites were 
testing God saying, ñIs the Lord in our midst or 
not.ò  Then, in the second reading from his Letter to 
the Romans, Paul encourages the people to remain 
steadfast in their faith for God will not leave them.  
ñAnd hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.ò  And fi-
nally in Matthewôs gospel about the ñWoman at the 
Wellò we see Jesus offering a Samaritan woman the 
ñliving waterò of salvation.  His water will satisfy 
her spiritual thirst and lead her and all believers to 
eternal life.  ñEveryone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I 
shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give 
will become in him a spring of water welling up in-
to eternal life.ò 

     It is easy going through life relying mostly on 
what we can see and touch.  Things seem more 
ñrealò than spiritual things, than things we canôt al-
ways wrap our minds around, more real than the 
things we are asked to believe in faith.  When one is 
hungry, food sounds more important than God.  
When you are sick, getting well sounds more im-
portant than God.  When youôre in danger, getting to 
safety sounds way more important than God.  And 
when you havenôt any money, getting a job sounds 
way more important than God.  And even when you 
are lonely, making a friend sounds way more im-
portant than God.  You know, they sort of are, be-
cause pursuing those things donôt have to take the 
place of God.  They are not in competition with God.   
Probably doing those things is what God wants, a 
way to cooperate with his grace.  Even in the gospel, 
Jesus took a drink of water before saying anything 
else.  Being faithful doesnôt mean we canôt pursue 
things that make us happy and certainly doesnôt 
mean we canôt do things to try to soothe our pain or 
our sorrow or our disappointment. 

     But what they arenôt supposed to do is get in 
the way of going to the well.  They shouldnôt get 
in the way of our journey into holiness, get in the 
way of our relationship with Jesus who is the only 
one who can guarantee us anything.  And he does 
guarantee us love, compassion, understanding, 
mercy, forgiveness, and ultimately, salvation.  
Even joy, peace, happiness, meaning and hope 
and every good thing can only come about 
through the grace of God who is all of those 
things.  So, think about what you want and then 
what you need and then be sure you want God 
above all these things.  For in the end, God is real-
ly all we need.   

     Our ñGiving, Not Giving UpééItôs a Lenten 
Thingò program began this Sunday.  Parishioners 
were asked to bring ñtoiletry itemsò to Mass and 
place them in front of the altar.  Thank you for 
doing so.  These items are a great help for Parish 
Social Ministry in assisting those they serve.  Next 
week we are asking you to bring some ñgift 
cardsò to Mass.  The list of requested gift cards is 
found in the bulletin.  Please help out if you can. 

     This coming Thursday evening, March 12th 
will be the next Lenten Holy Hour for the Third 
Week of Lent.  Come and spend this time in Eu-
charistic Adoration reflecting on your Lenten 
journey thus far.  Also, our Lenten series, 
ñUnderstanding the Mass,ò continues this 
Wednesday evening at 7pm in the school cafete-
ria. 

     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation, with something for every-
one.  Of additional note is news and needs from 
Parish Social Ministry, info from Religious Edu-
cation (Faith Formation), an invitation to the ñSt. 
Patrickôs Celebration,ò Saturday, March 21st. as 
well as an order form for the ñPot of Gold 50/50,ò  
the Come and See Centerfold, the ñCommunal 
Prayer Before Massò (found on the inside back 
cover), an invitation to join FORMED (your 
Catholic faith on demand) and much more.  To 
keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week. 

     Have a great Third Week of Lent.  Pray, sacri-
fice and share your Lenten smile with others. 
Plus remember: No matter what you face in life, 
donôt let go of Godôs hand.  God bless always.  
Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MARCH 8, 2026ðTHIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

MARCH 8, 2026ðTHIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

     

FIRST READING 
Exodus 17:3-7  

In those days, in their thirst for water, the people 
grumbled against Moses, saying, ñWhy did you ever 
make us leave Egypt? Was it just to have us die here 
of thirst with our children and our livestock?ò So 
Moses cried out to the LORD,  ñWhat shall I do with 
this people? a little more and they will stone me!ò 
The LORD answered Moses, ñGo over there in front 
of the people,  along with some of the elders of Isra-
el,  holding in your hand, as you go,  the staff with 
which you struck the river. I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and the water will flow from it for the people to 
drink.ò This Moses did, in the presence of the elders 
of Israel. The place was called Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled there and 
tested the LORD, saying, ñIs the LORD in our midst 
or not?ò  

GOSPEL 
John 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42  

Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sy-
char, near the plot of land that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. Jacobôs well was there. Je-
sus, tired from his journey, sat down there at 
the well. It was about noon. A woman of Samar-
ia came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ñGive 
me a drink.ò His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to 
him, ñHow can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan 
woman, for a drink?òðFor Jews use nothing in 
common with Samaritans.ðJesus answered 
and said to her, ñIf you knew the gift of God and 
who is saying to you, óGive me a drink, óyou 
would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water.ò The woman said to him, ñSir, 
you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is 
deep; where then can you get this living water? 
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who 
gave us this cistern and drank from it him-
self with his children and his flocks?ò 
Jesus answered and said to her, ñEveryone who 
drinks this water will be thirsty again; but who-
ever drinks the water I shall give will never 
thirst; the water I shall give will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.ò The 
woman said to him, ñSir, give me this water, so 
that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming 
here to draw water. ñI can see that you are a 
prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain; but you people say that the place to 
worship is in Jerusalem.òJesus said to her, 
ñBelieve me, woman, the hour is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. You people wor-
ship what you do not understand; we worship 
what we understand, because salvation is from 
the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when true worshipers will worship the 
Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Fa-
ther seeks such people to worship him. God is 
Spirit, and those who worship him must wor-
ship in Spirit and truth.ò The woman said to 
him, ñI know that the Messiah is coming, the 
one called the Christ; when he comes, he will 
tell us everything.ò Jesus said to her, ñI am he, 
the one who is speaking with you.ò Many of the 
Samaritans of that town began to believe in 
him. When the Samaritans came to him, they 
invited him to stay with them; and he stayed 
there two days. Many more began to believe in 
him because of his word, and they said to the 
woman, ñWe no longer believe because of your 
word; for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is truly the savior of the world.ò 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9  

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; let us acclaim 
the Rock of our salvation. Let us come into his pres-
ence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing psalms to 
him. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Come, let us bow down in worship; let us kneel be-
fore the LORD who made us. For he is our God, and 
we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
Oh, that today you would hear his voice: ñHarden 
not your hearts as at Meribah, as in the day of Mas-
sah in the desert, Where your fathers tempted me; 
they tested me though they had seen my works.ò 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.  

SECOND READING 
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8  

Brothers and sisters: Since we have been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained 
access by faith to this grace in which we 
stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. 
And hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For 
Christ, while we were still helpless, died at the 
appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with 
difficulty does one die for a just person, though 
perhaps for a good person one might even find 
courage to die. But God proves his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/17?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/4?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/95?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/5?1
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