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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

       Greetings and Godôs continued Christmas 
blessings be yours on the Feast of the Epiphany!  
Today we give thanks to God for the hope we have, 
even in the midst of whatever current darkness we 
are facing.  Why? Because the time of Godôs restora-
tion has come through the birth of Jesus.  The first 
reading from the prophet Isaiah speaks about a dark-
ness that covers the earth, with thick clouds covering 
the people.  Captivity brought the weight of hope-
lessness to Israel.  Yet. the light of hope will ulti-
mately triumph.  ñRise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  
Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines 
upon you.ò  The Responsorial Psalmôs refrain is: 
ñLord, every nation on earth will adore you.ò  This 
shows the far-reaching power and effect the coming 
birth of the Savior will have on the world.  Jew and 
Gentile will be coheirs of salvation won in Jesus 
Christ.  And finally, Matthewôs gospel passage tells 
of the Magi from the east, the Three Kings, who 
come searching for the newborn king of the Jews.  
They are led to Bethlehem where they find the infant 
Jesus.  They pay him homage and offer their gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Then they travel 
home, not reporting to Herod, who only wanted to 
kill this newborn baby threat.  ñAnd having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they de-
parted for their country by another way.ò 

     Today we hear again the story of the Magi, three 
people who came from the east, but not empty hand-
ed.  They came bearing gifts that represented certain 
things (kingship, divinity, and death).  Think about 
it.  Did the baby Jesus really need these gifts?  Not in 
the least.  Yet they are the gifts the Magi needed to 
give.  It is easy to think that God needs certain things 
from us, but this isnôt really the case.  God has no 
needs in the way we use this word.  God is God and 
he can do whatever he wants in whatever way he 
chooses.  God canôt be diminished in any way by our 
failure to give him anything, no matter what it is.  
Yet maybe the gifts God desires are precisely what 
we need to give him.  Sometimes it is hard to make 
relevant, a story of something long ago.  It is not 
more than just interesting.  What does the Magi real-
ly have to do with us?  Like the Magi, we too go on a 
journey each week, a much shorter one, to church.  
We walk in and up an aisle to a pew of our choice to 
sit in.  We too come from an ordinary place to the 
foot of a miracle.  And the object is the same as it 
was for the Magi.  We come to gaze on God, draw 
near to him, commune with him, worship him.  But 
like the Magi do we come with something to give or 
are we empty handed?   

    

     What value do I have to give?  My prayers, yet 
my mind wanders.  My generosity, but I am often-
times too self-centered.  Maybe my kind heart, but 
I usually also do something unkind each day.  
How about forgiveness and mercy?  Well, there 
are some grudges and hurts Iôm not willing to part 
with yet.  Basically, all I have to give is my im-
perfect, flawed, weak and sinful self, which is 
precisely the gift God wants from me.  And it is 
the gift I need to give.  Itôs wanting to imitate Je-
sus, knowing I canôt completely do that.  Itôs do-
ing Godlike things when I mostly do ordinary 
things.  Itôs wanting to forgive the unforgiveable, 
love the unlovable and show compassion and mer-
cy when I really want to show something else al-
together.  In other words, God wants the gift of 
our whole selves.  It is not the gift God needs, but 
rather the gift I need to give and what the world 
needs from me.  So, give yourself to the God who 
is always giving himself to you.  Remember this 
as we all remember that special gift-giving jour-
ney long ago. 

     Remember to take home a copy of the bulletin 
when you leave Mass today.  It contains many 
items of interest and invitation with something for 
everyone.  Of special note is news and needs from 
Parish Social Ministry, info from Religious Edu-
cation (Faith Formation), an invitation to the Holy 
Hour on Tuesday evening, January 6th to honor 
the patron saint of our parish, St. Raymond, whose 
feast day is Wednesday, January 7th, the Come 
and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Be-
fore Mass (found on the inside back cover), an 
invitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith 
on demand) and much more.  To keep informed, 
keep a copy of the bulletin at home each week. 

     Have a great first week of January 2026!  Keep 
your Christmas joy going and remember: Follow 
the Wise Men, not the wise guys.  Godôs Christ-
mas blessing be yours always.   

   -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

JANUARY 4, 2026ðTHE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

JANUARY 4, 2026ðTHE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 60:1-6  

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has 
come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth, and thick 
clouds cover the peoples; but upon you the 
LORD shines, and over you appears his glory. 
Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by 
your shining radiance. Raise your eyes and 
look about; they all gather and come to you: 
your sons come from afar, and your daughters 
in the arms of their nurses. Then you shall be 
radiant at what you see, your heart shall throb 
and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be 
emptied out before you, the wealth of nations 
shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels 
shall fill you, dromedaries from Midian and 
Ephah; all from Sheba shall come bearing gold 
and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises 
of the LORD.  

GOSPEL 
Matthew 2:1-12 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Ju-
dea, in the days of King Herod,  behold, magi 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  
ñWhere is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his star at its rising and have come 
to do him homage.ò When King Herod heard 
this, he was greatly troubled,  and all Jerusa-
lem with him. Assembling all the chief 
priests and the scribes of the people,  
He inquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. They said to him, ñIn Bethlehem of 
Judea, for thus it has been written through 
the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a 
ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.ò 
Then Herod called the magi secretly and as-
certained from them the time of the starôs 
appearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, ñGo and search diligently for the child. 
When you have found him, bring me word,  
that I too may go and do him homage.ò 
After their audience with the king they set 
out. And behold, the star that they had seen 
at its rising preceded them, until it came and 
stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star,  
and on entering the house they saw the child 
with Mary his mother. They prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. Then they 
opened their treasures and offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And hav-
ing been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed for their country by 
another way.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13.  

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
O God, with your judgment endow the king, 
and with your justice, the kingôs son; He shall 
govern your people with justice and your af-
flicted ones with judgment. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
Justice shall flower in his days, and profound 
peace, till the moon be no more. May he rule 
from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends 
of the earth. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts; the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring 
tribute. All kings shall pay him homage, all na-
tions shall serve him. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 
For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help 
him. He shall have pity for the lowly and the 
poor; the lives of the poor he shall save. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you 

ALLELUIA 
Matthew 2:2  
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  

Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the 
stewardship of Godôs grace  that was given to 
me for your benefit, namely, that the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation. It was 
not made known to people in other genera-
tions as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  that the 
Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same 
body, and copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/72?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2


 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 4 



 

wŀ  
St. Raymond R. C. Church 

Page 5 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 6 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 7 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 8 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 9 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 10 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 11 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 12 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 13 



 

wŀ  
St. Raymond R. C. Church 

Page 14 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 15 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 16 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 17 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 18 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 19 



 

wŀ  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 20 






