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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 10 am-5pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
    Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
    E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-3pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
Encounters with God are a rarity, so in a sense he 
is nowhere.  It’s a pretty lousy way to go through 
life wondering if God cares, wonders if he is even 
paying attention, wondering if he is far away.  Just 
maybe looking at people and situations with a dif-
ferent set of expectations will take away some of 
this doubt and uncertainty that covers our faith at 
times.  Maybe it takes expecting God to be where 
we least expect him to be will open up a new way 
of experiencing all the routine, day-to-day ups and 
downs that come our way.  I believe that when we 
look at the world through the eyes of faith, 
through eyes of hope and possibility, through eyes 
waiting for and expecting to be surprised, we will 
come to only one conclusion.  God is everywhere!  
Believe that and I believe you won’t be disap-
pointed.  In fact, you just might become amazed at 
how incredible God is.  He’s in your joys and sor-
rows.  He is in your successes and failures.  He’s 
among the people you like and those you can’t 
stand.  He’s in the believer and non-believer.  
He’s in the whisper and the storm.  He is a God 
who is predictably unpredictable.  That means 
you’ll never know where he is until and unless 
you look closely in faith. 

     Please remember to take home copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), an order 
form for the 2026 Backwards Money Drawing, 
the Mass Schedule for the Feast of the Assump-
tion on August 15th, the Come and See Center-
fold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass (found 
on the inside back cover), an invitation to join 
FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) and 
much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy of the 
bulletin at home each week for quick and easy ref-
erence. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, look and 
listen for God’s presence everywhere.  Remem-
ber: When your lips don’t know what to ask for 
in prayer, just ask him to listen to your heart.  
God bless always.               -Father Chuck 

     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  Today’s 
readings center on recognizing the presence of 
God in our lives.  In the first reading from 1 
Kings, Elijah is told by God to come out of the 
cave when he passes by.  When there was fire, 
wind and an earthquake, God was not present.  By 
staying watchful and attentive, Elijah finally rec-
ognized God’s presence.  “After the fire there 
was a tiny whispering sound.”  Then in Sunday’s 
Psalm, we implore God to let us see his kindness 
and to grant us salvation.  His presence will be 
found in the following: “Kindness and truth shall 
meet; justice and peace shall kiss.  Truth shall 
spring out of the earth, and justice shall look 
down from heaven.”  And finally, Matthew’s gos-
pel follows last week’s feeding of the 5000, as 
Jesus now goes off to pray while the apostles were 
in a boat a few miles offshore.  As a storm came 
up, the boat was in danger.  Jesus starts walking 
towards it on the water.  Peter asks to be called, 
which Jesus does so he starts walking on the wa-
ter, but his faith wavers and he starts to sink.  Je-
sus saves him with these words: “O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 

     We all like things to be predictable, right?  We 
want to know that a particular action will lead to a 
particular outcome.  Or that a certain degree will 
get us a job.  Or that enough practice will get us a 
spot on the team.  Or that the money we save will 
grow into the nest egg we hope for.  Or that the 
right clothes, haircut, car, cologne, or body type 
will get us the girlfriend or boyfriend we desire.  
Does God fall into that category, one of these 
things we want to be predictable?  If so, we’re go-
ing to be disappointed.  Like in the first reading 
where God comes to Elijah in a very unpredicta-
ble way, in a tiny whisper.  Or like in the gospel 
where the apostles meet Jesus as he walks toward 
them on a rough sea.  Coming to Elijah in near 
silence was pretty new, and the Apostles thought 
they were seeing a ghost.  But Jesus, their friend, 
walking on water in a storm?  Completely new to 
them.  Maybe God isn’t where we imagine him to 
be. 

     I have to admit that this kind of uncertainty in 
knowing where to find God can be troubling.  If 
we only expect to encounter God on our terms, for 
example, in religious activities only, in our happi-
est moments, or in people we see as holy or virtu-
ous, we might come to the distressful conclusion 
that God is sort of absent.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 9, 2026— 19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 

1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a  
At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a 
cave where he took shelter. Then the LORD said 
to him, “Go outside and stand on the mountain 
before the LORD; the LORD will be passing by.” A 
strong and heavy wind was rending the moun-
tains and crushing rocks before the LORD—but 
the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind 
there was an earthquake—but the LORD was not 
in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was 
fire—but the LORD was not in the fire.  
After the fire there was a tiny whispering 
sound. When he heard this, Elijah hid his face in 
his cloak and went and stood at the entrance of 
the cave.  

GOSPEL 
Matthew 14:22-33  

After he had fed the people, Jesus made the 
disciples get into a boat and precede him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. After doing so, he went up on the 
mountain by himself to pray. When it was 
evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the 
boat, already a few miles offshore, was being 
tossed about by the waves, for the wind was 
against it. During the fourth watch of the 
night, he came toward them walking on the 
sea. When the disciples saw him walking on 
the sea they were terrified. “It is a ghost,” 
they said, and they cried out in fear. At once 
Jesus spoke to them, “Take courage, it is I; 
do not be afraid.” Peter said to him in reply, 
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Peter got 
out of the boat and began to walk on the wa-
ter toward Jesus. But when he saw how 
strong the wind was he became frightened; 
and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out 
his hand and caught Peter, and said to him, 
“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  
After they got into the boat, the wind died 
down. Those who were in the boat did him 
homage, saying, “Truly, you are the Son of 
God.”  

 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 9, 2026—19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine;  
Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

ALLELUIA 
Psalm 130:5  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I wait for the Lord; 

my soul waits for his word. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation. 
I will hear what God proclaims; the LORD — for he 
proclaims peace. Near indeed is his salvation to 
those who fear him, glory dwelling in our land. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation. 
Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace 
shall kiss. Truth shall spring out of the earth, and 
justice shall look down from heaven. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation. 
The LORD himself will give his benefits; our land 
shall yield its increase. Justice shall walk before 
him, and prepare the way of his steps. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 
salvation.  

SECOND READING 
Romans 9:1-5  

Brothers and sisters: I speak the truth in Christ, I 
do not lie; my conscience joins with the Holy 
Spirit in bearing me witness that I have great sor-
row and constant anguish in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred 
according to the flesh. They are Israelites; theirs 
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving 
of the law, the worship, and the promises; theirs 
the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is over 
all, God blessed forever. Amen.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1kings/19?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/14?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/130?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/85?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/9?1
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