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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the Sec-
ond Sunday in Ordinary Time!  The focus of to-
dayôs readings is to help us recognize the presence 
and action of God in our lives.  In the first reading 
from Isaiah, the prophet tells the people how God 
spoke to him and how he is made glorious because of 
Godôs presence in his life.  His role in preparing Isra-
el comes straight to him in Godôs very own words.  
“I will make you a light to the nations, that my sal-
vation may reach to the ends of the earth.”  Then in 
the Responsorial Psalm for this Sunday we sing the 
response that all followers of Jesus should have.  
“Here am I lord; I come to do your will.”  And fi-
nally in Johnôs gospel, we see John the Baptist giv-
ing strong testimony to Jesus as the promised one to 
be made known to all Israel.  His coming was the 
one John the Baptist was sent to prepare the people 
for.  The surety of Jesus as the One for John was that 
when he baptized him, the Spirit descended upon 
him as had been foretold to John by God.  “On 
whomever you see the Spirit come down and re-
main; he is the one who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit.  Now I have seen and testify that he is the 
Son of God.” 

     Most of us like to win, donôt we?  In the work-
place, on the field, in the classroom, in the dating 
scene, in our social circles, in argumentsé. pretty 
much everywhere.  We enjoy finishing on top.  We 
even presume winning at things that canôt be meas-
ured.  Our opinions are more intelligent, our tastes 
are better, as is our sense of humor.  Our personality 
is better, as is our way of looking at things.  And we 
probably believe that we have more common sense 
than most other people.  Yes, we like winning and 
think we are a winner when it some to all sorts of 
things.  And with this desire to be on top, comes a 
certain sense of entitlement.  We should get some 
perks and breaks that others donôt get.  Special atten-
tion, freebees, no parking tickets, more attractive ma-
tes, higher paying jobs, better medical care; in other 
words better stuff than what the average person gets.   

     “A man is coming after e who ranks ahead of 
me…”  so says John the Baptist.  Pretty humble 
words, yes?  After all he was getting a lot of atten-
tion.  People were interested in him, giving him pres-
tige and acclaim.  But John would have nothing of it.   

What about us?  Would we have?  More im-
portantly, do we?  John wasnôt blinded by fame or 
a need for attention.  He knew the proper relation-
ship between himself and God.  He knew the dif-
ference between his role in life and the role of the 
One the people had longed for ages.  Any im-
portance John had, paled in importance to that of 
Jesus.  John was perfectly fine with who Jesus 
was. 

     Every straying from the path, every moral fail-
ure, every sin, is essentially a confusing of the re-
lationship between us and God, a kind of placing 
ourselves on top with God somewhere below.  We 
cling to the things of this world too tightly and 
push to the back the One who should be getting 
our attention, our obedience, our love, our com-
plete selves.  Now, itôs not easy maintaining a 
proper relationship with God.  If it were, there 
would be no sin.  Yet there is no truly faithful way 
of living without self-emptying, without surren-
dering.  You canôt have a path to God without acts 
of kindness, generosity, compassion and love.  
And there is no salvation without Jesus laying 
down his life.   John knew it.  Jesus showed it  and 
it is up to us to continue imitating him by putting 
others before ourselves.  Thatôs how we give God 
his rightful place in our lives. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), a reserva-
tion form for the upcoming Valentine’s Day 
Dance on Saturday, February 7th for all our parish 
girls, first grade through eighth, the Come and 
See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Before 
Mass (found on the inside back cover), an invita-
tion to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on 
demand) and much more.  To keep informed, keep 
a copy of the bulletin at home each week for quick 
and easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, recognize 
God’s presence in your daily life.  And remem-
ber: Today is a gift from God, remember to 
thank him.  God bless always.     -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

JANUARY 18, 2026—SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

JANUARY 18, 2026—SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6  

The LORD said to me: You are my servant, 
Israel, through whom I show my glory. Now 
the LORD has spoken who formed me as his 
servant from the womb, that Jacob may be 
brought back to him and Israel gathered to 
him; and I am made glorious in the sight of 
the LORD, and my God is now my strength! It 
is too little, the LORD says, for you to be my 
servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and 
restore the survivors of Israel; I will make 
you a light to the nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the ends of the earth.  

GOSPEL 
John 1:29-34  

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, ñBehold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
He is the one of whom I said, óA man is com-
ing after me who ranks ahead of me because 
he existed before me.ô I did not know him, 
but the reason why I came baptizing with wa-
ter was that he might be made known to Isra-
el.ò John testified further, saying, ñI saw the 
Spirit come down like a dove from heaven 
and remain upon him. I did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with wa-
ter told me, óOn whomever you see the Spirit 
come down and remain, he is the one who 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit.ô Now I have 
seen and testified that he is the Son of God.ò  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10  

R/Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
I have waited, waited for the LORD, and he 
stooped toward me and heard my cry. And he 
put a new song into my mouth, a hymn to our 
God. 
R/ Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
Sacrifice or offering you wished not, but ears 
open to obedience you gave me. Holocausts 
or sin-offerings you sought not; then said I, 
ñBehold I come.ò 
R/ Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
ñIn the written scroll it is prescribed for me, 
to do your will, O my God, is my delight, and 
your law is within my heart!ò 
R/ Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
I announced your justice in the vast assem-
bly; I did not restrain my lips, as you, O 

LORD, know. 
R/ Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.  

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:1-3  

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus 
by the will of God, and Sosthenes our broth-
er, to the church of God that is in Corinth, 
to you who have been sanctified in Christ Je-
sus, called to be holy, with all those every-
where who call upon the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours. Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

ALLELUIA 
John 1:14a, 12a  
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among us. To those who accepted him, 

he gave power to become children of God. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/is/49?3#29049003
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/1?29#51001029
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/40?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1cor/1?1#54001001
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jn/1?14#51001014
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