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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 
     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  Trusting in 
God, which is rooted in experience, and at the heart 
of our faith, is the focus of today’s readings.  The 
first reading from the Book of Wisdom emphasizes 
how God took care of his chosen people, the Israel-
ites.  “Your people awaited the salvation of the just 
and the destruction of their foes.”  Then in the sec-
ond reading from Hebrews, the story of Abraham is 
recalled and how God promised a new life, with 
prosperity and fruitfulness in a new land.  Abraham 
trusted in God and left his home to embark on his 
journey of faith.  “By faith he sojourned in the 
promised land as in a foreign country, dwelling in 
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same prom-
ise; for he was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and maker was God.”  
And finally in Luke’s gospel Jesus is assuring his 
disciples that they can be confident in God’s desire 
to fulfill his promises to them.  The true promised 
land, which is heaven, will be opened to them by the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  “Do not be 
afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is 
pleased to give you the kingdom.”  

     God is fulfilling his promises through Jesus in 
ways the Israelites never would have expected.  As 
God provided for Abraham, the Israelites and the dis-
ciples, we can trust him to continue to provide for us.  
We can be like vigilant servants, ever ready for the 
realization of what we hope for.  Our waiting will not 
be in vain.  The Eucharist is our nourishment as vigi-
lant servants, as is Jesus himself and a foretaste of 
the heavenly banquet and eternal union we are of-
fered in him.  As evidence of things, we have yet to 
see, Jesus’ self-gift in the Blessed Sacrament grows 
and deepens our trust if we receive him with love. 

     So how do we prepare?  The first step is faith that 
enables us to step out in compassion, step out in mer-
cy, step out in generosity, step out in courage and 
step out in love.  We do this stepping out because we 
trust that God knows what is right and just and we 
know that he has loved us first.  Being prepared 
means we recognize and accept that a life in God is 
all about the journey and true faith is about being 
willing to take the next step.  “Faith is the realiza-
tion of what is hoped for and evidence of things not 
seen.”  May these words be the way we go about 
each day. 

     This coming Wednesday evening, August 13th, 
is our annual Parish Picnic on the great lawn be-
hind the rectory.  It is a great evening of fun, food 
and friendship with fellow parishioners.  Come 
and bring your lawn chairs and whatever picnic 
food you want.  There will be hot dogs, hamburg-
ers and beverages provided by the Knights of Co-
lumbus.  Music and games for the kids too.  So 
come, bring your family and friends for a great 
night of summer fun and relaxation at St. Ray-
mond’s. 

     Our 2025 Backwards Money Drawing is only 
two weeks away on Sunday, August 24th starting 
at 10am in the school cafeteria.  There will be a 
special Hospitality Sunday hosted by the Sodality 
of Our Lady during the drawing after 9am, 10:30 
and 12noon Masses.  Last Sunday I asked parish-
ioners to be “ticket agents” and help get most of 
the 500 tickets sold by the 24th.  Almost 200 peo-
ple took or bought tickets last weekend.  If you are 
a “ticket agent” please return your ticket by next 
Sunday, August 17th.  Tickets are also available at 
the rectory during regular office hours. Don’t miss 
out on this chance to win some big bucks. 

     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation, with something for every-
one.  Of special note is news and needs from Par-
ish Social Ministry, info from Religious Educa-
tion (Faith Formation), the Mass Schedule for the 
Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady on Friday, 
August 15 (a Holy Day of Obligation),  the Come 
and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Be-
fore Mass on the inside back cover, an invitation 
to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on de-
mand) and much more.  To keep informed, keep a 
copy of the bulletin at home each week for quick 
and easy reference. 

     Have a great week.  Smile, share, trust in God 
always.  And remember Anyone can count the 
seeds in an apple, but only God can count the 
apples in a seed.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 10, 2025—19TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

AUGUST 10, 2025—19TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Wisdom 18:6-9  

The night of the passover was known before-
hand to our fathers, that, with sure-
knowledge of the oaths in which they put 
their faith, they might have courage. Your 
people awaited the salvation of the just and 
the destruction of their foes. For when you 
punished our adversaries, in this you glori-
fied us whom you had summoned. For in se-
cret the holy children of the good were offer-
ing sacrifice and putting into effect with one 
accord the divine institution.  

GOSPEL 
Luke 12:35-40  

Jesus said to his disciples: “Gird your loins 
and light your lamps and be like servants 
who await their master’s return from a wed-
ding, ready to open immediately when he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those serv-
ants whom the master finds vigilant on his 
arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird him-
self, have the servants recline at table, and 
proceed to wait on them. And should he 
come in the second or third watch and find 
them prepared in this way, blessed are those 
servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the 
house had known the hour when the thief 
was coming, he would not have let his house 
be broken into. You also must be prepared, 
for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come.” 

ALLELUIA 
Matthew 24;42a, 44  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Stay awake and be ready! For you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 
Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19  

Brothers and sisters: Faith is the realization of 
what is hoped for and evidence of things not 
seen. Because of it the ancients were well attest-
ed. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called 
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he 
was to go. By faith he sojourned in the promised 
land as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the same prom-
ise; for he was looking forward to the city with 
foundations, whose architect and maker is God. 
By faith he received power to generate, even 
though he was past the normal age —and Sarah 
herself was sterile—for he thought that the one 
who had made the promise was trustworthy. 
So it was that there came forth from one man, 
himself as good as dead, descendants as numer-
ous as the stars in the sky and as countless as 
the sands on the seashore. All these died in 
faith. They did not receive what had been prom-
ised but saw it and greeted it from afar and 
acknowledged themselves to be strangers and 
aliens on earth, for those who speak thus show 
that they are seeking a homeland. If they had 
been thinking of the land from which they had 
come, they would have had opportunity to re-
turn. But now they desire a better homeland, a 
heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them. By faith Abraham, when put to the 
test, offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was ready to offer his only son, of 
whom it was said, “Through Isaac descendants 
shall bear your name.” He reasoned that God 
was able to raise even from the dead, and he re-
ceived Isaac back as a symbol.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22  

R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to 
be his own. 
Exult, you just, in the LORD; praise from the 
upright is fitting. Blessed the nation whose 
God is the LORD, the people he has chosen 
for his own inheritance. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to 
be his own. 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those 
who fear him, upon those who hope for his 
kindness, To deliver them from death and 
preserve them in spite of famine. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to 
be his own. 
Our soul waits for the LORD, who is our help 
and our shield. May your kindness, O LORD, 
be upon us who have put our hope in you. 
R. Blessed the people the Lord has chosen to 
be his own.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Wisdom/18?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/24?42
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/33?1
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