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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

     Greetings and Godôs blessings be yours on the 
Second Sunday of Lent!  The call to holiness may 
seem to be an unattainable goal, yet it is possible be-
cause Jesus is with us.  In the first reading from Gen-
esis, Abram was called by God to leave everything 
he knew and set out on a difficult journey.  He didnôt 
know where he was going.  All he was given was a 
promise of future blessing.  ñI will make you a great 
nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing.ò  The second 
reading from 2 Timothy says that we too are called 
on a difficult journey, the journey of holiness.  We 
are called to leave our former way of life, to change, 
and to undergo conversion.  And we too are given a 
great promise.  ñHe saved us and called us to a holy 
life, not according to our works but according to his 
own design and the grace bestowed on us in Jesus 
Christé .ò  And finally in Matthewôs gospel depict-
ing the Transfiguration, Jesus gave Peter, James and 
John a glimpse of his resurrection to strengthen them 
in preparation for his passions and death.  Through 
Jesus the full strength and power of God is revealed.  
We, like the apostles, are given advice from God the 
Father: ñThis is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased; listen to him.ò  

     If you ever played poker you know of the risky 
move of pushing all your chips into the pot and 
ñgoing all in.ò  All in, betting it all.  Not holding 
anything back.  No one doesnôt usually make this 
move unless the situation is exactly right.  Itôs when 
you realize it is the smartest move, the one giving 
you the best chanceéin some sense the only move.  
This ñgoing all inò is not easy.  It can be frightening 
and worrisome.  For example, taking a mortgage out, 
heading off to college, starting a new job, joining a 
sports team, jumping out of an airplane, agreeing to a 
complicated surgery, or saying yes to a marriage pro-
posal.  Going all in is challenging even when you 
know itôs the right thing to do.  Jesus did this with 
the Transfiguration.  He couldnôt risk the apostles 
might not believe in him.  They probably needed an-
other reason to trust in Jesus, something they hadnôt 
seen before.  They needed a powerful reason to 
ñremain all in.ò   

     So, what about us?  I think Lent is a great time to 
reflect on this critical question and be honest about 
what we discover.  How committed am I?   

How in love with Jesus am I?  How far am I will-
ing to go?  How much do I surrender over to him 
to use as he sees fit?  Lent helps me wrestle with 
these sorts of big questions.  Just as Peter, James 
and John needed another reason to believe, we too 
in a sense need our ñtransfiguration momentò an 
encounter with Jesus that reveals more clearly to 
us who Jesus is.  Only then can we become an at-
traction to Jesus for others.  Only then can people 
look at us and see the face of God.  So, pray this 
Lent to have your own transfiguration moments of 
our loving God in the people and situations 
around you.  Then may you be more committed to 
ñgoing all in.ò  If Peter, James and John needed 
it, then all of us surely do too.   

     This Monday evening, March 2nd, there will 
be a Lenten Holy Hour starting at 7pm in the 
church.  Come and spend this time in Eucharistic 
Adoration, reflecting on your Lenten journey for 
the Second Week of Lent.  On Wednesday even-
ing, March 4th, the second gathering for our Len-
ten Series entitled ñUnderstanding the Massò 
will take place starting at 7pm in the school cafe-
teria.  Join us for this opportunity to grow in your 
appreciation of the Mass.  Next Sunday, March 
8th is our first giving Sunday in Lent.  Bring your 
ñtoiletryò donations to Sunday Mass placing them 
in front of the altar as a sign of your ñGiving., Not 
Giving Upé..Itôs a Lenten Thing.ò 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of additional note is news 
and needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from 
Religious Education (Faith Formation), the Len-
ten Schedule of prayer gatherings, the Come and 
See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Before 
Mass (found on the inside back cover), an invita-
tion to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on 
demand) and much more.  To keep informed, keep 
a copy of the bulletin at home each week for quick 
and easy reference. 

     Have a great Second Week of Lent!  Smile, 
share, try ñgoing all inò and remember: God is 
everywhere, so pray anywhere.  God bless al-
ways.     -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MARCH 1, 2026ðSECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAYôS MASS 

MARCH 1, 2026ðSECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

     

FIRST READING 
Genesis 12:1-4a  

The LORD said to Abram: ñGo forth from 
the land of your kinsfolk and from your fa-
therôs house to a land that I will show you. 
ñI will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you; I will make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you and curse those who 
curse you. All the communities of the earth 
shall find blessing in you.ò Abram went as 
the LORD directed him. 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 17:1-9  

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain 
by themselves. And he was transfigured be-
fore them; his face shone like the sun 
and his clothes became white as light. 
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to 
them, conversing with him. Then Peter said 
to Jesus in reply, ñLord, it is good that we 
are here. If you wish, I will make three 
tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.ò While he was still speaking, 
behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over 
them, then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, ñThis is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.ò 
When the disciples heard this, they fell 
prostrate and were very much afraid. 
But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
ñRise, and do not be afraid.ò And when the 
disciples raised their eyes, they saw no one 
else but Jesus alone. As they were coming 
down from the mountain, Jesus charged 
them, ñDo not tell the vision to anyone 
until the Son of Man has been raised from 
the dead.ò 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22.  

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you. 
Upright is the word of the LORD, and all his 
works are trustworthy. He loves justice and 
right; of the kindness of the LORD the earth 
is full. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you. 
See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those 
who fear him, upon those who hope for his 
kindness, To deliver them from death and 
preserve them in spite of famine. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you. 
Our soul waits for the LORD, who is our help 
and our shield. May your kindness, O LORD, 
be upon us who have put our hope in you. 
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place 
our trust in you.  

SECOND READING 
2 Timothy 1:8b-10  

Beloved: Bear your share of hardship for 
the gospel with the strength that comes 
from God. He saved us and called us to a 
holy life, not according to our works but 
according to his own design and the grace 
bestowed on us in Christ Jesus before time 
began, but now made manifest through the 
appearance of our savior Christ Jesus, 
who destroyed death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/12?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/17?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/33?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1timothy/1?8
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