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St Reymond s

4. '. —— LENTEN SERIES ——

ﬁ%'-‘ UNDEI{%NDING
OCMASS®"

Understanding whatgéuy does for us
and gusr response

Based on the book entitled “ \w

“A Biblical Walk Through the Mass”
' — by Dr. Edward Sri -
~— M

—— SESSION 2 (March 4th): «

The Introduc_toyf Rites

Entrance Procession

- Altar servers, ministers and priest walk in while a hymn is sung

Greetings

- We begin with the Sign of the Cross and the priest says “The Lord
be with you”. We respond.

Penitential Rite

- We reflect on our sins and ask for forgiveness.

Gloria «

- Hymn of thanks and praise for redemption

Opening Prayer «

- In reading the “Collect” the priest invites us to
pray in silence.

w |
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“Giving...Not Giving Up, 1t's a Lenten Thing”

Once again, our parigh will be conducting the special Lenten program entitled: “Giving.... Not Giving Up, It'e a
Lenten Thing™ for the Sundaye of Lent. All the iteme collected will be uged by our
Parish Social Ministry Office,
St. Vincent de ‘Paul and the Human Life Committee.

Everyone is encouraged to bring the suggested items to Mass on the designated Sundays. We will bring our
“gifte” forward at the time of the Pregentation of the Gifts. Thig giving of our goods at the altar as a vigible
action will be a tangible sign of our Lenten effortg to help those in our community who have these basic
needs. The collection weekends will be as follows:

March 8th TOILETRIES
\ \/ Deodorant, Shaving Cream, Razorg, etc. @
- _King - March 15th SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS
Stopashop Kmillem : :
T King Kullen, Stop & Shop, Lidl
' March 22nd BABY ITEMS

A
Diapers - Sizee 1 - 6, Baby Wipes, Pampers A
Baby Shampoo, etc. -

1ENT 2026

The Holy Season of Lent i¢ an opportunity for all Christiang to grow in faith through prayer, fasting and
works of charity. St. Raymond Parigh offers the following opportunities to assist you on your spiritual
Jjourney. Perhape you can join ug for some of these prayer gatherings during the coming weeks.
.. Hopefully, we may all grow in our pereonal and communal experiences of Jegu during the holy time.
A S0, join ug often and anytime.

‘We'd Love to see you!
fldditional Daily Mass Stations of the Cross
There will be an additional daily Mass Will be prayed every Friday during Lent at 7pm
at 12:45pm every week day throughout Lent. in the church beginning February 20th.
Sacrament of Reconciliation fucharistic fldoration

Confesgiong are heard every Saturday in the church

_ In the Church Thursdays from 1-4pm
from 3:30-4-:30pm, or by appointment at the rectory

w |
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JOIN US FOR A VERY SPECIAL

| ENTEN PRESENTATION

Featuring

satholic Recording Artist

AL BARBARINO

Al will be singing and sharing a
very special Lenten Reflection:

CEINI™—
‘ \ REPENT & ETERNAL LIFE
\

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026

7PM ROSARY - 7:30PM LENTEN PRESENTATION

ST. RAYMOND CATHOLIC CHURCH

263 ATIANTIC AVE. EAST ROCKAWAY. NY |ISI8

Al Barbarino Recordings will be available.

St . Raymond R. C. Church
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SODALITY OF
OUR LADY
SCHOLARSHIP
EXAM 2026

THREE $1000 SCHOLARSHIPS SPONSORED BY
THE SODALITY OF OUR LADY AT ST. RAYMOND'S CHURCH.
THREE $150 MARIANNE MALONE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS.

ANY EIGHTH GRADE STUDENT IN ST. RAYMOND'S PARISH, WHO
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED FOR ADMISSION TO A CATHOLIC HIGH
SCHOOL IN SEPTEMBER, 2026

THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026. TIME 3:30PM

ST. RAYMOND SCHOOL CAFETERIA

263 ATLANTIC AVENUE

EAST ROCKAWAY, NY 11518

15 MULTIPLE CHOICE, FILL IN THE BLANKS AND TWO ESSAYS

TO REGISTER-CALL JULIANNE GRENNEN (516) 593-5000 OR
SEND AN EMAIL TO STRAYRCC®OPTONLINE.NET - ATTN.
JULIANNE GRENNEN BEFORE FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026. YOUR
REGISTRATION WILL BE CONFIRMED. IF YOU HAVE NOT
RECEIVED A CONFIRMATION, PLEASE CALL AGAIN.

REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026

w |
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION r “ 4
FAITH FORMATION k ‘
ducy Satermann, Director W=

Faith Formation

.‘.rvi‘ .U'v‘.‘

+ v v e
;- The Valentine Dance for parish boys and their escort was held Saturday v;
d 2/28/2026 — stay tuned for photos! ®»

d [
o <
= ATTENTION 1ST GRADE PARENTS o
v v

The next 1st grade parent/student meeting will be held on Sunday, March 1st 2026 at
10:30am in the auditorium. After the meeting, all will go to the 1z2Noon Mass where
Fr. Chuck continues the lesson for the children.

ATTENTION 7TH & 8TH GRADE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PARENTS & STUDENTS

The 7th & 8th grade Religious Education students will participate in a Confirmation
Service Project partnering, once again, with Catholic Charities. For Monday, March
2nd and Tuesday, March 3rd we ask if each student could bring to class the following
(regular size please): shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant.
Those evenings (during class time), the children will put together the toiletries and
place themin a drawstring bag (provided by Religious Education). After they do
that, we are going to have the students write alittle note of encouragement and place
it in each bag. When the individual from Catholic Charities receives his/her bag,
they will also find kind thoughts written to them by our students. In addition,
we will have representative from Catholic Charities come and speak to the
children to let them know what they do for their clients.

ATTENTION 2ND GRADE PARENTS

All 2nd grade students along with their parent(s) are to
attend a First Holy Communion retreat on Saturday, March
7th 2026 at 2:30pm in the auditorium. The retreat will last
2 hours. After the retreat, all are to attend the spm Mass.

w |

St . Raymond R. C. Church
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THE SECOND SUNDAY

= OF LENT + Come § See
WEEKLY GUIDE FOR Until you do. vou will
PERSONAL PRAYER .. h never know
A | SUMMARY The Gospels this Second Week of Lent reveals a path of
OF THE humble repentance that leads from mercy received to
READINGS mercy lived. In the light of Christ's coming Passion, we

sl FOR THE WEEK

For the Second Sunday of Lent, the Gospel from
Matthew 17:1-9 is Transfiguration in which Jesus is
revealed in glory before Peter, James, and John, and
the Father proclaims, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom | am well pleased; listen to him.” As the
disciples fall in awe and fear, Jesus gently tells them,
“Rise, and do not be afraid,” inviting us to trust Him as
He leads us from moments of light into the mystery of
the Cross.

Tuesday is the Optional Memorial of Saint Katharine
Drexel (Religious Sister), who founded the Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament and dedicated her life and
fortune to serving MNative American and African
American communities, especially through education
and Eucharistic devotion. Wednesday is the Memorial
Saint Casimir (Layperson), known for his deep piety,
devotion to the poor, and commitment to purity and
justice in public life. Saturday is the Memorial of Saints
Perpetua and Felicity (Laywomen and Martyrs), who
are courageous young mothers who gave their lives
for Christ in Carthage and whose withess of faith
under persecution continues to strengthen the
Church.

The Church holds up these saints for their example of
courage and integrity which calls us to live our
baptismal promises with clarity and conviction, even
amid worldly pressures and personal sacrifice.

The First Readings for this Second Week of Lent are
taken from the books of Daniel (Daniel 9:4b-10; 3:25,
34-43; 3:1-95; Jeremiah 18:18-20; Genesis 37:3-4,
12-13a, 17b-28a; Micah 7:14-15, 18-20). Throughout
these passages, we hear prayers of repentance, the
story of persecution and deliverance, Jeremiah's
suffering, Joseph betrayed by his brothers, and
Micah's proclamation of God's mercy. All these
readings reveal a God who remains faithful even when

are called to conversion of heart, servant leadership,
and joyful return to the Father.

For Monday and Tuesday, the Gospels are taken from
Luke 6:36-38 and Matthew 23:1-12. In Luke 6:36-38,
Jesus teaches mercy and generosity, declaring, "Be
merciful, just as your Father is merciful,” promising that
the measure we give will be measured back to us. In
Matthew 23:1-12, He warns against hypocrisy and
pride, saying, “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled;
but whoever humbles himself will be exalted,” calling
His disciples to authentic humility.

For Wednesday and Thursday, the Gospels are taken
from Matthew 20:17-28 and Luke 16:19-31. In Matthew
20:17-28, as Jesus foretells His Passion, He teaches
servant leadership: “"Whoever wishes to be great
among you shall be your servant,” redefining greatness
through sacrifice. In Luke 16:19-31, the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus warns of eternal consequences,
urging conversion now because “if they will not listen
to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.”

For Friday and Saturday, the Gospels are taken from
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 and Luke 15:1-3, 11-32. In
Matthew 21:33-43, the parable of the wicked tenants
culminates in the solemn warning, “The Kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that will produce its fruit.” In Luke 15:1-3, 11-32, the
parable of the prodigal son reveals the Father's
boundless mercy as he says, “This son of mine was
dead, and has come to life again,” celebrating
repentance and restoration.

For the Third Sunday of Lent, the Gospel from John
4:5-42 tells of the encounter with the Samaritan
woman at the well, when Jesus offers the gift of grace
beyond boundaries, promising, “Whoever drinks the
water | shall give will never thirst,” revealing Himself as
the source of living water who satisfies the deepest
longing of the human heart.

His peo Ele stray.

w |
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“Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we

place our trustin you.”
Psalm 33:22

St. Raymond Church
# Kindle The Fire Within
Each Day, the Church is open
for personal prayer until 5:00pm
Each Thursday - Eucharistic
Exposition from 1-4:00pm
Each First Friday
Nocturnal Adoration 7:30pm-8:30pm

DAILY PRAYER THIS WEEK

The Second Week of Lent reveals that the Christian
life is a journey of listening, humility, service,
repentance, and mercy. By embracing these graces in
my prayer and daily responsibilities, | allow Christ to
transform ordinary duties into a path of holiness.

MONDAY - MERCY

“Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful” (Luke
6:36). At home and at work,
where  misunderstandings
and tensions arise, | am
called to respond not with
judgment but with
generosity and compassion
that reflect the Father's
heart.

My Prayer: TFather, fﬂrm my heart to mirror Your
mercy in every interaction toda*
TUESDAY - HUMILITY

=3

o L/
"Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but
whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew
23:12). When tempted to seek recognition or control, |
remember that true greatness lies in quiet service and
faithfulness to my duties.

My Prayer: Jesus, teach me them ofhumble seruice

WEDNESDAY — SERVANT LEADERSHIP

“Whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your
servant” (Matthew 20:26). In leadership within my
family, parish, or workplace, | am reminded that
authority is a call to self-giving love rather than self-
advancement.

My Prayer: Lord, make me a servant leader who
reﬂects Your sacrif icial love.

THURSDAY - URGENCY OF
CONVERSION

“If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise
from the dead” (Luke 16:31). | cannot postpone
spiritual growth or repentance but must respond
today to God's Word with sincerity and action.

My Prayer: Jesus, grant me the grace to rcspond to
Yowr Word without delay.

FRIDAY - FAITHFUL FRUITFULNESS

“The Kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people that will produce its fruit” (Matthew
21:43). Lent challenges me to examine whether my life
bears fruit in patience, integrity, and generosity within
my daily commitments.

My Prayer: Lord, help my life to bear lasting fruit
for Your Kingdom.

SATURDAY - RETURNING HOME

“This son of mine was dead
and has come to life again”
(Luke 15:24). No matter how
far | wander in distraction or
sin, | am always welcomed
back by the Father, who
restores me so that | may love
my family and serve others
with renewed gratitude.

My Prayer: Father, draw me home to Your mercy
andﬁﬂ mu&ﬂt}&ga

w | St .
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‘j HERE’S YOUR INVITATION TO THE :

ST. PATRICK’S
CELEBRATION

FROM THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

<A

Come enjoy the rich Irish traditions,
complete dinner, Irish music
(by The McSwitch),
Irish Dancing, bagpipes, Guinness,

Irish Coffee and sweets—
all included, so get a table

of friends to enjoy.

comed! March 21, 2026 at 7:00pm
?;\f;&@, \’:d\'“ St Raymond’s School Auditorium
“@’5\0?‘“0? | “Green Room”

oA Tickets are only $60pp

SENIOR DISCOUNT $50 pp (65+ yrs)
Tables of 10 Welcome! Q
) Charles Peknic at 516-732-0691 CQ‘

vﬁy Tickets on Sale Now...Limited Seat 4_/-
TR <=
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St. Raymond's Parish Social Miniatey FOOD PANTRY HOURS OF

The Ryan House OPERATION MONDAY THROUGH
" The Fleart of the Parish” WEDNESDAY FROM 10AM TO 3PM
12 Roosevelt Avenue, Lynbrook (Suggested to call for an

NY 11563 516-887-9197 ‘ ' appointment)

"But love your enemies and do good and lend, expecting nothing in return and
your reward will be great.” Juke 6:35

The St. Raymond's Religious Ed students, parent, teachers and staff donated another
generous collection of food and personal care items to the Food Pantry.
Our staff and clients sincerely thank you all for your never ending support
and kindness. You are all in our prayers.

"GIVING ...NOT GIVING UP"

St. Raymond's Food Pantry clientele is constantly increasing and it is becoming
difficult to keep the shelves stocked. Since it is the Lenten Season, Father Chuck
has set aside three weekends when he will ask parishioners to donate items at each
of the Masses to assist the Parish Social Ministry in meeting the needs of the
people they serve. Thank you Father Chuck for your continued support.

Here are the scheduled dates and items needed.

MARCH 8th TOILETRIES - Deodorant, Shaving Cream, Razors, Shampoo, Conditioner
MARCH 15th SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS - Stop and Shop, King Kullen and Lidl
MARCH 22nd BABY ITEMS - Diapers --sizes 1 to 6, Baby Wipes, Baby Shampoo

Pantry items still needed: Baked Beans, Pasta Sauce, Grape Jelly, Peanut Butter,
Canned Fruit, Ketchup, Cold Cereal, Coffee, Black Tea, Pancake Mix and Syrup.

Food donations can be brought to the Ryan House during its open hours
or non-perishable food can be left in the bin on the Ryan House porch or
in the Altar Server's Sacristy.

Jhank you all for your continued support and you are always in our prayers!

nd R. C. Chur ch
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Jhe Sodality of Sur dady
invites women of faith to our
8th Annual Women's Day Retreat
Saturday, March 21, 2026
We will begin at the 8:45 Mass
followed by coffee in the
school cafeteria. The presentation
begins at 10:00 and concludes at
3:00pm with a break for lunch at noon.
A Lenten Renewal
Presented by Sr. Cecelia TJI
Topic: Listening to the ways that
God speaks to us

Suggested Program Fee: $35 (includes lunch)
Registration Closes: Monday, March 16th
Maximum attendees - 60
Checks made payable to: Sodality of Our Lady
***Please remit payment along with registration form to:
Sodality of Our Lady, St. Raymond Church
263 Atlantic Ave, East Rockaway, NY 11518

Name:
Address:
Telephone #:
Email:
Dietary Restrictions:
If you have questions, please contact Frances Corio or Karen Doran
through the rectory: 516-593-5000

w I ymond R. C. Chur ch
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SPOTLIGHT

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.” — Maithew 5:4

Our parish’s Bereavement Support Group
offers a supportive. peer-based space for those
who are grieving after the death of someone
dear. The group brings together individuals
who share the common experience of grief and
provides a safe, confidential environment

‘The Nocturnal Adoration Society will meet
Friday, March 6th from 7:30-8:30pm in the

where participants may talk, listen. and reflect Church for its monthly hour of Adoration.
alongside others who understand. Nocturnal Adoration is fashioned after the
Our Bereavement Support Group meets in ‘l_iturgy of jfours, this time of prayeris a
small groups and is gently facilitated to blessed way to intensify our walk with Jesus.

encourage respectful conversation, mutual
support, and shared experience. This is not CM& Wug JOme W w‘% ‘7%“5’/
therapy, but a place to connect with others,
speak openly about grief, and find comfort in
knowing you are not alone.

L First Saturday

The group usually welcomes participants

after the initial four months following a NO\)C“ a
death and honors each person’s journey
and pace. Through shared stories and Our ‘Laﬁy Of
thoughtful reflection, participants are é
‘Fatima

encouraged to remember those who have
died. acknowledge the impact of grief,
and move forward with understanding and

“Rosary

support from the community.
We meet in the fall and spring, on Thursday Mar(:b 7, 2026
evenings for six consecutive weeks in our
L
8:10am

parish school cafeteria.

St. ‘Raymond Church
Near the Blessed Mother Statue

All who are grieving are welcome.

“Grief is the price we pay for love.”
“Those we love do not leave us; ey lve on n Make Reparation for sins against
our hearts and memories.” The Immaculate Heart of Mary
wl St. Raymond R. C. Church
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ST. RAYMOND'S
HUMAN LIFE
COMMITTEE

What is abortion? For years, the pro-
abortionists, with the help of the media, have
defined abortion as a "choice", a "reproductive
right", "health-care" for women, a "difficult,
private” decision. But what is abortion?
Tragically, and simply, stated, abortion is a
violent act which kills a live baby residing in his
or her mother's womb. That statement may
cause some to say "that's too blunt, too
unfeeling". However, the truth of the definition
cannot be denied. Most people who defend
abortion or claim to be "pro-choice" never
describe the abortion procedure or have never
seen photos of it. (which can be easily
accessed on the internet) Most people we have
spoken to over the years, when asked about
abortion, gave the usual definitions "choice",
etc. When we described the procedures to them,
their reaction was one of disbelief. They thought
we were exaggerating, or worse, lying. Even
after showing them literature with medical
information describing the different types of the
abortion procedures, some found it hard to
accept and walked away, some changed their
view on abortion and some decided not to have
an abortion. Most women do not want to have
an abortion. When they are given truthful
information about what abortion is and caring,
meaningful assistance, most chose life for their
little ones. Every day in our country alone, 3,000
babies in utero are killed through the obscene
procedure called abortion. Be a voice for the
voiceless babies in the womb. Help end abortion
by telling the truth about this great evil.
Abortion is not a right, it is a grave, unjust
wrong! "The threat of abortion remains our pre-
eminent priority because it directly attacks our
most vulnerable and voiceless brothers and
sisters and destroys more than a million lives
per year in our country alone". (Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship)
For free, confidential, caring help with an
unplanned pregnancy, Please contact:
The *Life. Center - #516-798-9100
For anyone suffering the effects of an abortion
experience, please contact:
Lorraine (The 'Life Center) - #516-798-9100

THE ROSE
FOR 1FE

In 1oving
Memory of
Florence Costello &
clizabeth (Betti) Stewart
‘Donated by their
Children
For ‘Dedications call
Mary Caffrey 516-887-2458

“Whenever hate or
exasperation seiges
of St. Joseph, who
was the first man to
set his eyes on the
‘Pope Benedict XUT
Feast of Saint Joseph
- March 19th

: " N ".\
Pastoral Council Members

Peter Chojnacki, Linda Daley,
Julianne Grennen, Kimberly Moran,
Mary Murphy, Dave Ohlsen,
Linda Ohlsen, Secretary,
Stephen Rochford, Chairperson,
Fr. Chuck Romano,

Monica Tobin, Vice Chairperson
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The TransFiguration
appears in the Rosary as
the Yth Luminous Mystery.
This Lent, take up praying
the Rosary as a daily
spiritual practice-
you’ll be happy you did.

Ocean Financial
Federal Credit Union
Supports

We have received our quarterly revenue
sharing check from the Ocean Financial
Federal Credit Union Parish revenue Sharing
Program. Since its inception, our parish has
received a total of $20,986! The amount we
receive each quarter is determined by the
number of our parishioner who are members of
the credit union and their usage of the Ocean
Financial Federal Credit Union VISA credit
and/or debit card. Therefore, | want to
especially thank each of you—your credit card
usage benefits our parish and that's great! For
those of you who are not yet members, |
encourage you to consider joining. Visit their
branch at 45 Atlantic Ave.in Oceanside, or for
information call 516-620-8100

visit their website at: www.oceantinancial.org.

w |
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