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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??


 

Ra  St. Raymond R. C. Church 
Page 1 

 

 Father Chuck’s Corner 
     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  The les-
sons to learn in this Sunday’s scriptures are that God 
is faithful, God is merciful, and God hears our pray-
ers.  In the first reading from Genesis, we see Abra-
ham interceding again and again on behalf of the in-
nocent people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  He relied 
on God’s mercy in sparing the innocent by not de-
stroying Sodom.  Each time Abraham pleaded, God 
responded the same until the number had gotten all 
the way down to ten.  Still God responded with mer-
cy: “For the sake of those ten, I will not destroy it.”  
Then in his Letter to the Colossians, Paul emphasizes 
how through baptism all sins are forgiven through 
the power of the cross.  “You were buried with him 
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the power of God, who raised him 
from the dead.”  And finally, in Luke’s gospel we 
see Jesus teaching his disciples to pray in the words 
of the Our Father.  He impresses upon them how 
much the Father hears and answers our prayers be-
cause of his great love for us.  “If you then who are 
wicked, know how to give good gifts to your chil-
dren, how much more will the Father in heaven 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?  

     Many of us have likely struggled with under-
standing the ways that God answers prayer.  We’ve 
all asked for something-healing of a loved one, free-
dom from an addiction, clarity in discernment-and 
perhaps God’s answer seemed to be no, or even 
worse, nothing.  This is a common experience, be-
lieve me, I know.  Today’s Scriptures show us that it 
has been a common experience throughout all time.  
From the prophets, kings, Job, psalmists and all our 
ancestors in faith, even when putting trust in God, 
they have felt frustration or confusion time and 
again.  But the Bible is not the story of those who 
believed but then gave up for lack of responses and 
walked away from God.  There is a much more fun-
damental truth that God is faithful, merciful and he 
does hear our prayers.  No matter how many times 
the Israelites turned their back on God, he remained 
faithful to them.  The God of Abraham was radically 
merciful, setting him apart from all the other deities 
that people worshipped.  Jesus teaches us to pray, 
always exhorting us to be persistent as we ask for the 
Holy Spirit to guide us.  Yes, we can always pray 
with deep trust and Scripture tells us to keep asking.  
Something powerful can happen in repetition.  As we 
ask from the source of mercy and love, we are 
changed.  We encounter God which is the best possi-
ble gift he could give us.  So, stay close to the 
Blessed Sacrament where God is given most perfect-
ly to you, promising to give you all that you need.  

        Please take time to read the Human Life 
Committee’s column in the bulletin about the 
“Medical Aid in Dying Bill” that is currently on 
our governor’s desk waiting to either be signed 
into law or vetoed.  The New York State Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops is completely opposed to 
this law and urges all Catholics and like-minded 
people to flood the governor’s office with phone 
calls urging Governor Hochul to veto this bill 
which would legalize physician assisted suicide.  
The number to call is (518-474-8390).  Please do 
so ASAP! 

     As we move into the month of August next 
weekend we begin the last month of the parish’s 
fiscal year.  It will be challenging not to finish the 
year with a deficit.  The rising costs of just about 
everything coupled with some extraordinary 
maintenance expenses and less income makes the 
ending look bleak.  I’m sure you all face similar 
challenges as homeowners and families trying to 
live within your means.  To help here, supporting 
the Backwards Money Drawing and maintaining 
strong regular contributions through August 
would be a big help.  Thanks to everyone who 
does their best to support St. Raymond Parish now 
and throughout the year.  God bless you! 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), an order 
form for the 2025 Backwards Money Drawing, 
the new Come and See Centerfold, the Commu-
nal Prayer Before Mass (found on the inside back 
cover), an invitation to join FORMED (your 
Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  To 
keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have great last week of July.  Smile, share and 
pray often.  Plus remember: May you never for-
get what is worth remembering nor ever remem-
ber what is best forgotten.  God bless always.  
   -Father Chuck 
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

JULY 27, 2025—17TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

JULY 27, 2025—17th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Genesis 18:20-32  

In those days, the LORD said: "The outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and 
their sin so grave, that I must go down and see 
whether or not their actions fully correspond to 
the cry against them that comes to me. I mean to 
find out." While Abraham's visitors walked on 
farther toward Sodom, the LORD remained 
standing before Abraham. Then Abraham drew 
nearer and said: "Will you sweep away the inno-
cent with the guilty? Suppose there were fifty 
innocent people in the city; would you wipe out 
the place, rather than spare it for the sake of the 
fifty innocent people within it? Far be it from 
you to do such a thing, to make the innocent die 
with the guilt so that the innocent and the guilty 
would be treated alike! Should not the judge of 
all the world act with justice?" The LORD re-
plied, "If I find fifty innocent people in the city of 
Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their 
sake." Abraham spoke up again: "See how I am 
presuming to speak to my Lord, though I am but 
dust and ashes! What if there are five less than 
fifty innocent people? Will you destroy the whole 
city because of those five?" He answered, "I will 
not destroy it, if I find forty-five there." But 
Abraham persisted, saying "What if only forty 
are found there?" He replied, "I will forbear do-
ing it for the sake of the forty." Then Abraham 
said, "Let not my Lord grow impatient if I go on. 
What if only thirty are found there?" He replied, 
"I will forbear doing it if I can find but thirty 
there." Still Abraham went on, "Since I have 
thus dared to speak to my Lord, what if there are 
no more than twenty?" The LORD answered, "I 
will not destroy it, for the sake of the twenty." 
But he still persisted: "Please, let not my Lord 
grow angry if I speak up this last time. What if 
there are at least ten there?" He replied, "For the 
sake of those ten, I will not destroy it."  

GOSPEL 
Luke 11:1-13  

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when 
he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, 
"Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples." He said to them, "When you pray, 
say: Father, hallowed be your name, your king-
dom come. Give us each day our daily bread and 
forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive eve-
ryone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the 
final test." And he said to them, "Suppose one of 
you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight 
and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 
for a friend of mine has arrived at my house 
from a journey and I have nothing to offer him,' 
and he says in reply from within, 'Do not bother 
me; the door has already been locked and my 
children and I are already in bed. I cannot get up 
to give you anything.' I tell you, if he does not get 
up to give the visitor the loaves because of their 
friendship, he will get up to give him whatever 
he needs because of his persistence. "And I tell 
you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks, receives; and the one 
who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the 
door will be opened. What father among you 
would hand his son a snake when he asks for a 
fish? Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for 
an egg? If you then, who are wicked, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him?"  

ALLELUIA 
Romans 8:15bc  
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

You have received a Spirit of adoption, 
through which we cry, Abba, Father. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia  

SECOND READING 
Colossians 2:12-14 

Brothers and sisters: You were buried with him 
in baptism, in which you were also raised with 
him through faith in the power of God, who 
raised him from the dead. And even when you 
were dead in transgressions and the uncircumci-
sion of your flesh, he brought you to life along 
with him, having forgiven us all our transgres-
sions; obliterating the bond against us, with its 
legal claims, which was opposed to us, he also 
removed it from our midst,nailing it to the cross.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Genesis/18?20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/8?15
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/2?12
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