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 Father Chuckõs Corner 

   
He belongs in our choices and actions.  He be-
longs in our attitudes and in the way we see the 
world and each other.  We are a ñmatch made in 
heavenò that can always be mended and healed 
and strengthened no matter how many time we put 
a strain on it.  When we see our relationship with 
God as being ñin each other,ò than God is seen as 
our ñeverything.ò  And, just maybe then, we will 
strive for the kind of communion he desires, the 
kind of intimate bond he longs for.  If so, then 
maybe weôll all be able to make our relationships 
with others a little kinder, stronger, more under-
standing, compassionate and a lot more loving.  In 
Jesus is where we all belong.  And in each of us is 
where he wants to be.  And I believe thatôs just 
what we all need. 

     Next Sunday, May 24th, is Pentecost Sunday 
and the official ending of the 2026 Easter season.  
As is our custom we celebrate this ñBirthday of 
the Churchò festively with an array of the various 
Parish Ministries displayed in the church for all 
the Masses.  These ministries are how St. Ray-
mond Parish brings to life her mission of being a 
Community of Faith, Love and Friendship.  Last 
year we had a full-blown Ministry Fair on tour 
front lawn.  This year we will have a smaller ver-
sion in the cafeteria after all the morning Masses 
on Pentecost.  I urge everyone to stop by after 
Mass for some refreshments, fellowship and to get 
information on the various ministries.  I am sure 
there is at least one for you to share your time and 
talent with.   

     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation with something for every-
one.  Of special note is the upcoming Holy Hour 
on Tuesday evening, May 26th, the Come and See 
Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Before Mass 
(found on the inside back cover), an invitation to 
join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on demand) 
and much more.  To keep informed, keep a copy 
of the bulletin at home each week for quick and 
easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of the Easter season.  
Smile, share and prepare for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit next week on the Feast of Pente-
cost.  God bless always.  Father Chuck 

     Greetings and Godôs continued Easter bless-
ings be yours on the Seventh Sunday of Easter!  
Todayôs readings point us to pray for the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit.  In the first short reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, after Jesusôs Ascen-
sion the apostles went to the upper room to pray 
and ponder what they had just witnessed.  ñAll of 
these devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer, together with some women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.ò  Then in the 
short second reading from 1 Peter, the faithful are 
told that suffering in the name of Jesus is worthy 
and something to rejoice over.  ñIf you are insult-
ed for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for 
the spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.ò  
And finally, in Johnôs gospel we circle back to 
when Jesus was praying to the Father before his 
arrest.  We come to understand that when Jesus 
returns to the Father in glory, he will also inter-
cede for us.  ñI pray for them.  I do not pray for 
the world but for the ones you have given me, 
because they are yours.ò 

     We find ourselves now at the point between 
Ascension and Pentecost.  Now is a time of 
prayerful preparation.  Imagine being in the upper 
room with the apostles, praying fervently for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit as Jesus had promised.  
While this scene may seem far away, how many 
times do we find ourselves in a similar place?  
Maybe we are on the cusp of changes in our lives, 
filled with anxiety or fear on the brink of new and 
risky endeavors.  Donôt we also turn to prayer 
then and ask Jesus for the outpouring of his Spirit?  
Faced with the events and happenings of our own 
lives, we often find ourselves in a spiritual space 
not unlike the apostles in todayôs first reading.  
The good news is that we are not alone in prayer 
waiting for the Spiritôs guidance.  All the holy 
men and women who have gone before us are 
powerful intercessors, interceding for us before 
God.  They invite us to join our prayers in one ac-
cord.  And the gospel tells us that Jesus also inter-
cedes for us, constantly as the mediator assuring 
us of the permanent outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

     Remember that we donôt just ñbelongò to Jesus, 
but he also belongs to us, in our hearts and minds.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MAY 17, 2026ðSEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial  
with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  
Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  
resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  
at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the  glory of God, the Father. 

Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 

Acts 1:12-14  
After Jesus had been taken up to heaven the 
apostles returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusa-
lem, a sabbath dayôs journey away. When 
they entered the city they went to the upper 
room where they were staying, Peter and 
John and James and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James 
son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
son of James. All these devoted themselves 
with one accord to prayer, together with 
some women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and his brothers. 

GOSPEL 

John 17:1-11a  
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, 
ñFather, the hour has come. Give glory to 
your son, so that your son may glorify you, 
just as you gave him authority over all peo-
ple, so that your son may give eternal life to 
all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, 
that they should know you, the only true 
God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus 
Christ. I glorified you on earth by accom-
plishing the work that you gave me to do. 
Now glorify me, Father, with you, 
with the glory that I had with you before 
the world began. ñI revealed your name to 
those whom you gave me out of the world. 
They belonged to you, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you gave me is 
from you, because the words you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they accepted 
them and truly understood that I came 
from you, and they have believed that you 
sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for 
the world but for the ones you have given 
me, because they are yours, and everything 
of mine is yours and everything of yours is 
mine, and I have been glorified in them. 
And now I will no longer be in the world, 
but they are in the world, while I am com-
ing to you.ò 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 27:1, 4, 7-8  
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom 
should I fear? The LORD is my lifeôs refuge; of 
whom should I be afraid? 
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek: To 
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of 
my life, That I may gaze on the loveliness of the 
LORD and contemplate his temple. 
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call; have pity 
on me, and answer me. Of you my heart 
speaks; you my glance seeks. 
R. I believe that I shall see the good things of 
the Lord in the land of the living. 
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ALLELUIA 
John 14:18 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord. I will 
come back to you, and your  hearts will rejoice. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 

1 Peter 4:13-16  
Beloved: Rejoice to the extent that you share in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory 
is revealed you may also rejoice exultantly. If 
you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed 
are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you. But let no one among you be made to 
suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as 
an intriguer. But whoever is made to suffer as a 
Christian should not be ashamed but glorify 
God because of the name.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/1?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/17?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/4?13
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