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 Father Chuck’s Corner 
   Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time!  The focus 
of today’s readings challenges us to strive to enter 
the kingdom through the narrow gate.  In the first 
reading from Isaiah, the prophet tells the people that 
God would reveal himself to the whole world.  All 
will see his glory and be invited to share in eternal 
life.  “Thus says the Lord: ‘I know their works and 
their thoughts, and I come to gather nations of eve-
ry language; they shall come and see my glory.’”  
Then in the Letter to the Hebrews, Paul reminds the 
new Christians that they must undergo refining and 
being disciplined by the Father.  They should not be 
discouraged by this but rather see it as a path to 
peace and righteousness.  “So, strengthen your 
drooping hands and your weak knees.  Make 
straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may 
not be disappointed but healed.”  And finally, the 
Gospel story from Luke is about salvation and the 
narrow gate.  Jesus’ words in Luks’s Gospel are pri-
marily aimed at Gentiles who did not have any cove-
nant life with God under the Mosaic law.  They were 
being offered the same opportunity for relationship 
with the Father and eternal life as given by Jesus.  
“And people will come from the east and the west 
and from the north and the south and will recline at 
table in the kingdom of God.” 

     The Gospel story is an unsettling one.  When 
asked if only a few people will be saved, Jesus gives 
an answer filled with scary images.  He tells a story 
about a gate being “narrow” and how a lot of people 
will try but can’t get through it.  There is the 
“wailing and grinding of teeth” saying that we 
know pretty well.  But the scariest line is when Jesus 
says, “I do not know where you are from.”  But 
how could God not know where we are from?  The 
answer is “from God.”  He made us, sustains us and 
we are completely dependent on him for everything.  
We are made in God’s image.  That is where we are 
from.  Each of us has an authentic self, the person 
God made us to be.  His dignity is on display.  We 
are made to be kind, other-centered, generous, merci-
ful, compassionate and just.  Basically, we are made 
to love.  That’s the person God made.  But are we 
still that person?  None of us are exactly the same, 
not one of us is perfect.  Every moral failure distorts 
our image, and we look a bit less than who we were 
made to be.  We no longer look “where we are 
from.”  Striving is all about doing our best to be our 
authentic selves, to really live as a new creation 
filled with the Holy Spirit of God.  If we can do this, 
the gate will be flung open, and God won’t need a 
name tag.  He will know “where we are from.”  

      The Diocese of Rockville Centre has author-
ized a special voluntary collection to provide hu-
manitarian relief and pastoral support for our af-
fected brothers and sisters in Gaza and surround-
ing areas in the Middle East.  Our Church mourns 
the terrible suffering of Christian and other inno-
cent victims who struggle to survive, protect their 
children and live with dignity in dire conditions.  
The situation in Gaza and across the Middle East 
cries out for the assistance of the Catholic com-
munity.  To participate in this Diocesan-wide col-
lection we will have a special second collection at 
all the Masses next weekend, August 30-31, 2025.  
If you donate by check mark it “Gaza Relief.”  
Thank you for your help. 

     Remember! Today is the Backwards Money 
Drawing starting at 10am in the school cafeteria.  
Stop by for some refreshments and see if you are a 
winner.  Plus get in on the Special Raffle for the 
#500 ticket which will be raffled off near the end.  
If you win the #500 ticket you will be a guaran-
teed winner of anywhere from $300 to $10,000.  
These chances are $10 each.  So, don’t miss out 
on this extra opportunity to win big! 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation, with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the Come 
and See Centerfold, the Communal Prayer Be-
fore Mass (found on the inside back page), an in-
vitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith on 
demand and much more.  To keep informed, keep 
a copy of the bulletin at home each week for quick 
and easy reference. 

     Have a great last week of August.  Continue to 
smile, share, keep striving to do your best and 
remember: There is no exercise better for the 
heart than reaching down and lifting people up.  
God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck  
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 24, 2025—21ST  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

AUGUST 24, 2025—21ST  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 66:18-21  

Thus says the LORD: I know their works and 
their thoughts, and I come to gather nations 
of every language; they shall come and see 
my glory. I will set a sign among them; 
from them I will send fugitives to the na-
tions: to Tarshish, Put and Lud, Mosoch, Tu-
bal and Javan, to the distant coastlands 
that have never heard of my fame, or seen 
my glory; and they shall proclaim my glory 
among the nations. They shall bring all your 
brothers and sisters from all the nations 
as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in 
chariots, in carts, upon mules and drome-
daries, to Jerusalem, my holy mountain, says 
the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their 
offering to the house of the LORD in clean 
vessels. Some of these I will take as priests 
and Levites, says the LORD.  

GOSPEL 
Luke 13:22-30  

Jesus passed through towns and villages, 
teaching as he went and making his way to 
Jerusalem. Someone asked him, "Lord, will 
only a few people be saved?" He answered 
them, "Strive to enter through the narrow 
gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to en-
ter but will not be strong enough. After the 
master of the house has arisen and locked 
the door, then will you stand outside knock-
ing and saying, 'Lord, open the door for us.' 
He will say to you in reply, 'I do not know 
where you are from. And you will say, 
'We ate and drank in your company and you 
taught in our streets.' Then he will say to 
you, 'I do not know where you are from. 
Depart from me, all you evildoers!' And 
there will be wailing and grinding of teeth 
when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
and you yourselves cast out. And people will 
come from the east and the west and from 
the north and the south and will recline at 
table in the kingdom of God. For behold, 
some are last who will be first, and some are 
first who will be last."  

ALLELUIA 
 John 14:6  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, the truth and the life, says  

the Lord; no one comes to the Father,  
except through me. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 117:1, 2  

R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 
Praise the LORD, all you nations; glorify him, all 
you peoples! 
R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 
For steadfast is his kindness toward us, 
and the fidelity of the LORD endures forever. 
R. Go out to all the world and tell the Good News. 

SECOND READING 
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13  

Brothers and sisters, You have forgotten the 
exhortation addressed to you as children: 
"My son, do not disdain the discipline of the 
Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; 
for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he 
scourges every son he acknowledges." En-
dure your trials as "discipline"; God treats 
you as sons. For what "son" is there whom 
his father does not discipline? At the time, 
all discipline seems a cause not for joy but 
for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit 
of righteousness to those who are trained by 
it. So strengthen your drooping hands and 
your weak knees. Make straight paths for 
your feet, that what is lame may not be dis-
jointed but healed.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/66?18
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/13?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/117?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/hebrews/12?5
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