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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 10 am-5pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
    Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
    E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-3pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

   
Living life in imitation of Jesus is being faithful.  
Peter in his First Letter says that we should be 
ready to explain why we have hope, give the rea-
son.  This is what defined the early Christians, and 
it should us also.  There are other things to have 
reasons for, like being kind, compassionate, gen-
erous, forgiving and loving.  They are expressions 
of who we are called to be, manifestations of be-
ing faithful to what we believe.  So, besides look-
ing at the teachings of the Church for a measure of 
your faithfulness, also look at the hallmarks of 
what a being Christian means, the true qualities 
you are meant to embrace in the fullest way possi-
ble.  That’s what ultimately matters.  That’s the 
true evidence of faithfulness and who we should 
be striving to be every second of every day.  

     Congratulations once again to the children who 
received their First Holy Communion this week-
end.  May you always know the great love Jesus 
has for you.  Receive Jesus at Mass every week 
for the rest of your life.  God bless and love you 
always. 

     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Re-
ligious Education (Faith Formation), the start of 
the Mother’s Day Novena of Masses this Sunday, 
an invitation to the Fatima Prayer Vigil this Mon-
day evening, May 11th, from 7-8:30pm in the 
church, the month of May’s Ministry Spotlight 
article on the St. Raymond’s Men’s Prayer 
Group, the Mass Schedule for the Feast of the 
Ascension (a Holy Day of Obligation) on Thurs-
day, May 14th, the Come and See Centerfold, the 
Communal Prayer Before Mass (found on the 
inside back cover), an invitation to join FORMED 
(your Catholic Faith on demand) and much more.  
To keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great Sixth Week of Easter!  Happy 
Mother’s Day again to all our moms.  Thanks 
for the womb and board and for taking care of 
us all these years.  God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck 

Greetings and God’s continued Easter blessings 
be yours on the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Happy 
Mother’s Day also to all our moms.  Thanks for 
your continued love and care for all of us.  To-
day’s readings speak of our call to share the Gos-
pel.  While we cannot all be missionaries to dis-
tant lands, we are all called to take the hope of the 
Gospel message to those around us.  In the first 
reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we see 
Philip getting a good reception in Samaria.  This 
was not a guarantee because Philip went there 
shortly after the martyrdom of Stephen.  “With 
one accord, the crowds paid attention to what 
was said by Philip… . There was great joy in the 
city.”  Then in the second reading from 1 Peter, 
the people are told to always explain their reason 
for hope to others, doing so with reverence and 
gentleness.  Always keep Jesus Christ in your 
heart even when there is rejection.  “For it is bet-
ter to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of 
God, than for doing evil.”  And finally in John’s 
gospel, Jesus is preparing his disciples for the 
earthly departure of his resurrected body.  Howev-
er, he will send an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, to 
remain with them and keep his presence alive in 
them.  Jesus assures them: “On that day you will 
realize that I am in my Father and you are in me 
and I in you.” 

     I would imagine that many of us have an easier 
time believing certain things more than others, 
have an easier time accepting and embracing some 
teachings, some doctrines, some dogmas more 
than others.  One thing I feel is important is that 
even if you can’t accept everything wholehearted-
ly that doesn’t mean you are unfaithful because 
you struggle to get on board with some of what 
the Church teaches.  Wrestling with things, even 
having doubts is evidence of faith, evidence that 
you are truly on a spiritual journey, and not simp-
ly being spiritually stagnant.  And listen, you are 
not alone.  We all wonder about things.  We all 
struggle with things.  We all find different parts of 
faith easier to believe than others. That’s what it 
means to be part of this living, breathing, dynamic 
thing we call Church.  On the other side, Church 
teachings are not a “take-it-or-leave-it” list of 
trivial or casual beliefs.  But being faithful is 
much more than just “believing” the right things.  
Believing necessitates “following” Jesus.  And the 
“how” is not usually spelled out.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

MAY 10, 2026—SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

THE GLORIA  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

PENITENTIAL ACT 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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FIRST READING 
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17  

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and 
proclaimed the Christ to them. With one 
accord, the crowds paid attention to what 
was said by Philip when they heard it and 
saw the signs he was doing. For unclean 
spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out 
of many possessed people, and many para-
lyzed or crippled people were cured. There 
was great joy in that city. Now when the 
apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent 
them Peter and John, who went down and 
prayed for them, that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen up-
on any of them; they had only been bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 
they laid hands on them and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

GOSPEL 

John 14:15-21 
Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, 
you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot accept, because 
it neither sees nor knows him. But you know 
him, because he remains with you, and will be 
in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will 
come to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me, because I 
live and you will live. On that day you will re-
alize that I am in my Father and you are in me 
and I in you. Whoever has my command-
ments and observes them is the one who loves 
me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and reveal myself 
to him.”  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, sing 
praise to the glory of his name; proclaim his 
glorious praise. Say to God, “How tremen-
dous are your deeds!” 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to 
you, sing praise to your name!” Come and 
see the works of God, his tremendous deeds 
among the children of Adam. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
He has changed the sea into dry land; 

through the river they passed on foot; 

therefore let us rejoice in him. He rules by 
his might forever. 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I de-
clare what he has done for me. Blessed be 
God who refused me not my prayer or his 
kindness! 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
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ALLELUIA 
John 14:23 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Whoever loves me will keep my word, says  

the Lord, and my Father will love him  
and we will come to him. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

SECOND READING 

1 Peter 3:15-18  
Beloved: Sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts. Always be ready to give an explana-
tion to anyone who asks you for a reason 
for your hope, but do it with gentleness and 
reverence, keeping your conscience clear, 
so that, when you are maligned, those who 
defame your good conduct in Christ may 
themselves be put to shame. For it is better 
to suffer for doing good, if that be the will 
of God, than for doing evil. For Christ also 
suffered for sins once, the righteous for the 
sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead 
you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he was 
brought to life in the Spirit. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/acts/8?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?15
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/66?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14?23
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1peter/3?15
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