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Sunday, December 17, 2023



Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Charismatic Prayer Group: Every Tuesday at 7:30pm      
in the rectory lower level. 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every 4th Friday at 8pm in  
Our Lady’s Chapel. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Wednesdays at 7:30pm in 
the rectory lower level. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

 
 

Always keep our  
Service Men & Women  

in your prayers ...  
 

 
LC Alex James Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
LC Dean Thomas Cooper US MARINE CORPS 
Lt. Col. Mary P. King , M.D., US ARMY 
Commander Joseph Garbitelli US NAVY 
Staff /Sgt. Matthew R. Hines - US ARMY  
LC Connor Thomas McHale US MARINE CORPS  
Sgt. Gerard Moran 
Lt. Com. Joseph Leahy US NAVY 
Spec. Bryan Petriccione US ARMY –Cavalry Unit 
Lt. JG Joseph Woloszyn US NAVY 
PFC Hunter Deets, #10 Mountain Division US ARMY 

Please remember to pray for our  
wounded  soldiers. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) 

Broadcast of the Celebration of the Eucharist: 

 Daily Mass Celebrated by Pope Francis 

from the Santa Marta Chapel in Rome 

Monday - Friday at 11:00 am, 9:30 pm ET 

Saturday at 11:00 am, 9:30 pm ET 

Sunday at 1:30 pm, 8:30 pm ET 

St. Agnes Cathedral, Rockville Centre, NY 

Monday – Friday at 8:30 am,12:30 pm ET 

Sunday at 11:00 am, 7:00 pm ET 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, NY 

Monday – Friday at 6:30 pm ET 

We would like to update our 

 list of our service Men & Women,  

in order to keep them In our prayers.  
Please email any requests to  

strayrcc@optonline.net and write  

“Attention Bulletin Editor”  

in the subject line. Also, include  

name, rank and branch.  

Thank you! 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/daily-mass-santa-marta-chapel-rome
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/daily-mass-santa-marta-chapel-rome
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/st-agnes-cathedral-mass
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/st-patricks-cathedral-mass
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 

     We just have to pay attention to him here and 
now with the eyes of faith.  So, don’t just go 
through life finding it hard to recognize Jesus in our 
midst.  Find him where he truly is, on the altar, in 
the sacred scriptures, within each of us and every-
where else too.  

     Today after all the morning Masses there is a 
special “Gaudete Sunday Hospitality” sponsored 
by the Sodality of Our Lady in the school cafeteria.   
During this time all the Christmas Plant Orders are 
ready for pick-up.  If you placed an order for some 
plants, come by the school cafeteria and pick up 
your Christmas plants.  So, get in the holiday spirit 
and stop by the cafeteria after Mass for some re-
freshments and fellowship.  

     On Tuesday evening, December 19th there will 
be a special “No Questions Asked Penance Ser-
vice” with Confessions, starting at 7:30pm in the 
church.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a great 
way of spiritual preparation during Advent so that 
your celebration of Christmas will be a truly joyous 
time.  The “No Questions Asked” aspect of this 
service can also help make this an inviting way for 
people to return to this sacrament who have been 
away from the sacrament for a long time. 
     Please remember to take home a copy of the 
bulletin when you leave Mass today.  It contains 
many items of interest and invitation with some-
thing for everyone.  Of special note is news and 
needs from Parish Social Ministry, info from Reli-
gious Education  (Faith Formation), the latest 
Countdown to Christmas calendar update, an order 
form for the Special One-Year Memorial Candles 
(only 5 left by St. Joseph’s statue), envelops for the 
Christmas Masses of Remembrance, the Christ-
mas and New Year’s Day Mass Schedules, the Eu-
charistic Revival Centerfold, the Communal Pray-
er Before Mass (found on the inside back cover), 
an invitation to join FORMED (your Catholic Faith 
on demand) and much more.  To keep informed, 
keep a copy of the bulletin at home each week for 
quick and easy reference.  

     Have a great Third Week of Advent.  One week 
to go and then Christmas.  Keep smiling and try to 
spread some “Gaudete” joy to all you meet.  Plus 
remember: Christmas without Jesus is just a mess.  

God bless always.       Father Chuck 

     Greetings and God’s continued Advent blessings 
be yours on the Third Sunday of Advent, known as 
“Gaudete Sunday.”  The pink candle we light this 
Sunday signifies joy because in Jesus we have found  
“Good News.”  In the first reading the prophet Isaiah 
is overjoyed because the spirit of the Lord is upon 
him and sends him to do good works.  Isaiah knows 
that God is with him and has given him great work to 
do.  “I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the 
joy of my soul…”  Then today’s Psalm with verses 
taken from Luke’s gospel show that Mary is full of 
joy because the Lord has looked upon her lowliness 
and done great things for her.  Like Isaiah, Mary 
knows that God is with her and gives her great mean-
ing and purpose.  “My soul rejoices in my God.”   
Even Paul tells the Thessalonians in today’s second 
reading to “Rejoice always!”  And finally, John’s 
gospel continues to tout the importance of John the 
Baptist who seems to also take delight in his mission 
and purpose of preparing the way for Jesus.  “I am 
the voice of one crying out in the desert, make 
straight the way of the Lord.”  Isaiah, Mary, Paul 
and John all rejoice because they know that God is 
with them and working through them.  In the dark-
ness of Advent, look to the light of Jesus and rejoice 
in his Good News. 

     Now John the Baptist speaks of Jesus who will be 
among the people but not recognized by them.  Many 
people won’t accept or recognize Jesus for who he is, 
God’s Son and the Messiah.  But are those people 
long ago the only ones John is referring to?  Of 
course, we believe in Jesus as God’s Son who was 
born of Mary, had a lot of great things to say, im-
portant truths to tell us.  And we believe that he suf-
fered an incredibly unjust and cruel death.  Yet in 
that selfless act, we believe most importantly that 
Jesus saved the world, and redeemed each of us.  So, 
who among us doesn’t recognize him?  Now I’m not 
just talking about the Jesus of history and the nexus 
of our faith.  But about the Jesus who still lives 
among us, and graces us with his presence every-
where, in the good and the bad, the joyful times and 
the tragic moments, with saints and sinners.  The 
miracle of the Incarnation is not that God just visited 
a long time ago but that the one who broke into our 
world in a most profound way continues to do that 
same thing day after day, moment after moment.  
That’s what Advent prepares us for, not just Christ-
mas but for every day, in every person, and in every 
situation.  That’s what Christmas did for us.  We 
don’t have to gaze into the heavens to search for him.   
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WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

DECEMBER 17, 2023-THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

DECEMBER 17, 2023-THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

      

FIRST READING 
Is 61:1-2A, 10-11  

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because 
the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring glad tidings to the poor, to heal the bro-
kenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives  
and release to the prisoners, to announce a 
year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindi-
cation by our God. I rejoice heartily in the 
LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; for he 
has clothed me with a robe of salvation and 
wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bride-
groom adorned with a diadem, like a bride be-
decked with her jewels. As the earth brings 
forth its plants, and a garden makes its growth 
spring up, so will the Lord GOD make justice 
and praise spring up before all the nations. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54  

R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked upon his lowly servant. From this day all 
generations will call me blessed: 
R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and 
holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. 
R. My soul rejoices in my God. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and 
the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to 
the help of his servant Israel for he has remem-
bered his promise of mercy, 
R. My soul rejoices in my God.  

GOSPEL 
Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

A man named John was sent from God. He 
came for testimony, to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He was not 
the light, but came to testify to the light. And 
this is the testimony of John. When the Jews 
from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to him  
to ask him, “Who are you?” He admitted and 
did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the 
Christ.” So they asked him, “What are you 
then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So 
they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give 
an answer to those who sent us? What do you 
have to say for yourself?” He said: “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the desert, ‘make 
straight the way of the Lord,’” as Isaiah the 
prophet said.” Some Pharisees were also sent.  
They asked him, “Why then do you baptize 
if you are not the Christ or Elijah or the Proph-
et?” John answered them, “I baptize with wa-
ter; but there is one among you whom you do 
not recognize, the one who is coming after me,  
whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.” 
This happened in Bethany across the Jordan,  
where John was baptizing. 

SECOND READING  
1 Thes 5:16-24  

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all 
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will 
of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do not quench 
the Spirit. Do not despise prophetic utteranc-
es. Test everything; retain what is good.  
Refrain from every kind of evil. May the God 
of peace make you perfectly holy and may you 
entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved 
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and 
he will also accomplish it. 

ALLELUIA 
Is 61:1 (cited in Lk 4:18)  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 
to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?46
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/5?16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61?1
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The Sanctuary Light 
For this week in memory of 

The Raia Family 

From Diane Minucci 

The Bread & Wine 
For this week is in loving 

memory of  

Josephine, William &  

Thomas Huhn 

Love & Prayers 

Dorothy & Michael Bock 



Fireside Catholic Heritage 
Edition Bible  

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New 
American Bible Revised Edition translation is 
the ideal Catholic Family Bible. 
 
Features: Our Catholic Family, Family 
Record section and Burgundy padded cover 
with gold-gilded page edges. 

 
Only $79.99 post paid  

 
 

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. 
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY  11704 
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______  to cover the cost 
of _________  (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped 
post paid to: 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
Address  _________________________________________________ 
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
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operty TMaidenbaum Pr Taax Reduction Group, LLC – 483 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516

or call 516.715.1223
Hablamos Español



Dr. Donna Rubino  
Dr. Clare Villanueva 

Doctors of Audiology 
215a Atlantic Ave. 

Lynbrook, NY 11563 
 516-224-7588 

        cxÜÜç YâÇxÜtÄ [ÉÅx? \ÇvA 
Kenneth Lysak Jr., Philip M. Taglia        

 
Since 1825 

118 Union Avenue, Lynbrook 

516.593.1111       
www.perryfh.com 

BIRTHRIGHT 
OF 

NASSAU/SUFFOLK 
(516) 785-4070 

Confidential 
Assistance

Edwin C. Gerrity Agency 
All your Insurance needs 

25D Main St., East Rockaway, NY 11518 
Serving the Community over 50 years 

(516) 593-4242

Celebrity Chase Collision 
191 Earle Ave., Lynbrook, NY 11563 

516 593-0920 
Ask about your parish discount

Hewlett Point Yacht Club, Inc. 
“The most desirable place to dock your boat 

in East Rockway”  
•Boating and non boating Memberships  
•Air Conditioned Party Room for rent 
 • Social Events thoughout the year  

• Activities and events for children • Free Wi-Fi 
• Beautiful views of Hewlett Bay 

•Private Beach •Skeet Shooting •Deep water 
access• Slips with updated water and electric   

Call Ed for Details 516-359-2676

 

CAREFREE 
AIR CONDITIONING  GAS HEATING 

AIR FILTRATION  WATER FILTRATION 

516-599-2848 

FATHER & SON  

 

AUTO CORP. 
AUTO REPAIRS SALES 

170 Atlantic Ave., Lynbrook 
516.599-8666 

www.fatherandsonauto.com 

 

 “Long Island’s Most Trusted 
Name in Real Estate” 

HILARY H. BECKER, C.P.M. 
(516) 887-0677

Assisi Veterinary 
Hospital 

Internal Medicine, Surgery  
& Emergency Medicine 

Pet Grooming and  
Boarding Available 

250 Hempstead Ave., Malverne 
516-256-0022                               

www.assisivh.com

 
Flinch & Bruns Funeral Home Inc. 

 CREMATION SERVICES - BURIAL - FUNERAL  
Serving the entire South Shore Since  1932 

34 Hempstead Avenue. Corner Peninsula Blvd. Lynbook 
516-599-3600  www.flinchandbruns.com  

 
 
 
 

Your East Rockaway 
Licensed & Insured 
Electrical Contractor 

Jamestechelectric.com 
536-6900    647-0960

338 Atlantic Ave. 
 East Rockaway,  

516.568.7077 
www.eastrockawayflorist.com 

info@eastrock-
awayflorist.com 

 2681 Long Beach Rd Oceanside 
(516) 766-0425 

www.towersfuneralhomeny.com

Est. 1978

#186 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 • www.thechurchbulletininc.com • geosk@aol.com

• Family Owned & Operated 
• Newly Renovated 
• Area’s Largest Chapel 
• Preplanning 
• Prepayment

• Handicap Accessible 
• Monuments & Inscriptions 
• Children’s Playroom 
• Competitive Pricing 
• Ample Parking

]tÅxá
Tech Electric

Family Owned and Operated

Est. 
1933

FUNERAL HOME INC.

   @eastrockawayflorist             @e_rockflorist

 • For all of your  
Real Estate needs 
• Parishioner for 

 over 40 years 
• Selling, Buying, Renting 

• Mortgage, Purchase, 
 Refinance, Reverse

Nationwide Mortgage Bankers, Inc. (NMB) NMLS# 819382 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)  

3 Huntington Quadrangle, Suite 403N, Melville, NY 11747 | (833) 700-8884 | www.nmb-

now.com. “NMBNOW” is a registered DBA of Nationwide Mortgage Bankers, Inc. (“NMB”). 

NMB is in no way affiliated with Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. This is an adver-

tisement. Licensed Mortgage Banker - NYS Banking Department. Additional state licensing 

information can be found at https://nmbnow.com/disclosures-and-licensing/. 

Scan here to apply




