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Welcome To Our Parish Family! 
 

 

Not registered? Please stop by our rectory during office 
hours to be included in our parish family. 
 

Rectory 
    Office Hours are Monday-Friday from 9am-4pm;  
    Saturdays from 9:30am-4pm. Sundays 9am-5pm 
     Web Site:    www.SaintRaymonds.org 
    Facebook:   St. Raymond Parish, East Rockaway 
     E-Mail:        StRayRcc@optonline.net 
    Rectory…………………………………....……...593-5000       
    Rectory Fax…….…………...………….………..887-0554 
       

Parish Social Ministry………….……….…..…887-9197 
    Office Hours are Monday-Wednesday  from 10am-2pm. 
     Parish Social Ministry Fax……………………..593-6278 
 

Religious Education Office ….…..................593-9075 
    Religious Education Office Fax ….……………593-1156 
    E-Mail: strayfaithformation@aol.com  
 

Pastoral Care Of The Sick 
Holy Communion—Available to the homebound;         
call the rectory to schedule a visit 
 

Devotions 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursdays from 1-4pm in Our Lady’s Chapel. 
Nocturnal Adoration 
First Fridays from 7:30pm-8:30pm 
Miraculous Medal Novena 
Saturdays following 8:45am Mass. 
 

Confessions                                
Saturdays from 3:30-4:30pm, or call for appointment. 
 

Baptisms 
Baptisms are celebrated the 2nd and 4th Sundays of  
the month. Please call the rectory to schedule. 
 

Bereavement Support Group 
Call the rectory office for meeting times. 
 

Marriages 
Engaged couples are encouraged to call the rectory a    
year in advance of their wedding date to assure adequate 
time to participate in preparation programs for the 
Sacrament of Marriage. 
 

Prayer Groups 
Men’s Prayer Group: Every Monday at 10:00am in the  
Rectory Basement. 
 

Music Ministries 
Choir (Adult): Sings at 10:30am Mass on Sundays 
from September—June; practice on Wednesdays at   
7:30pm in the church. 
Folk Group: Sings at 12 Noon Mass on Sundays from 
September—June; practice on Sunday at 11:00 in the 
Rectory Basement  
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
Interested in becoming a Catholic or an adult Catholic 
seeking Eucharist or Confirmation? Call the rectory and 
ask for  Fr. Chuck Romano 

mailto:strayfaithformation@aol.com??
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 Father Chuck’s Corner 
     Greetings and God’s blessings be yours on the 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time!  Today’s 
readings emphasize the fleeting nature of life and 
human toil.  We need to strive in holiness so that we 
may become rich in what matters to God.  In the first 
reading from Ecclesiastes, Qoheloth speaks to the 
frustration of laboring hard for our goods and posses-
sions when we know that we will eventually leave 
this earth without them.  “For what profit comes to 
man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with 
which he has labored under the sun?”  Then in the 
second reading from the Letter to the Colossians, 
Paul emphasizes the new life in Jesus that one has 
through being baptized.  One should concentrate on 
what appears hidden, which will come to light in the 
glory of the kingdom.  Paul says: “Think of what is 
above, not of what is on earth.”  And finally, in 
Luke’s gospel, Jesus cautions against being so preoc-
cupied with the riches of this world that you lose 
sight of what is most important.  You never know 
when your life will come to its end here on earth.  
Judgment will not be so kind to anyone who has 
lived a life of greed.  “Thus, it will be for all who 
store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in 
what matters to God.” 

     We often mix up eternal things and things that 
don’t last, meaningful things and things that don’t 
mean much, real things and false things, heavenly 
things and earthly things, God-things and not-so-God 
things.  Knowing what not to confuse is the easy 
part.  It isn’t that hard to believe in the things that 
matter in eternity and the things that don’t.  But actu-
ally, living in the light of this obvious truth is the 
hard part.  Paul is not simply talking of material 
wealth, but that pursuing it is a dangerous trap.  
Many of us devote so much time and energy to it on-
ly to have it disappear in the blink of an eye when 
our life’s ending rapidly approaches.  What will mat-
ter then?  Not the things we thought we couldn’t do 
without.  But there are many other things that can 
distract us from what is truly important: our desire 
for revenge, refusal to forgive, the earthly need for 
attention, feeling important or better than other peo-
ple, or spending time endlessly entertaining our-
selves while neglecting our obligations to others.  All 
these “things” can lead us to a slew of regrets for the 
missed opportunities to bring some light and comfort 
to those who needed it. 

     In a real sense, today’s readings are meant to act 
as a kind of warning to us, a kind of sign with big 
bold letters shouting DANGER AHEAD on it.  Will 
we heed the warning, or will we presume it is meant 
for someone else?  In other words, will we continue 
down the path of life confusing things that don’t 

really matter with the things that truly do?  It’s an 
important question to ask ourselves, because the 
answer matters not just for today, not just for to-
morrow, but for eternity. 

     We have only three weeks to go to the 2025 
Backwards Money Drawing on Sunday, August 
24th.  Don’t wait to get your ticket for a chance to 
win the grand prize of $10,000.  I am asking peo-
ple at all the Masses this weekend to be a “ticket 
agent” and get at least one Backwards Money 
Drawing ticket sold over the next two weeks.  Just 
stop by the tables in the altar server sacristy or 
church vestibule and sign up as a “Backwards 
Money Drawing Ticket Agent.”  Check out the 
bulletin ad about the Backwards Money Drawing 
for details.   

     Please take home a copy of the bulletin when 
you leave Mass today.  It contains many items of 
interest and invitation, with something for every-
one.  Of special note is news and needs from Par-
ish Social Ministry, info from Religious Educa-
tion (Faith Formation), an invitation a “Gift of 
Life” concert by our own Al Barbarino on Friday 
evening, August 8th in our church, an ad announc-
ing our annual “Parish Picnic” on Wednesday, 
August 13th on the great lawn behind the rectory, 
the new “Come and See Centerfold,” the Com-
munal Prayer Before Mass (found on the inside 
back cover), an invitation to join FORMED (your 
Catholic Faith on demand), and much more.  To 
keep informed, keep a copy of the bulletin at 
home each week for quick and easy reference. 

     Have a great first week of August.  Smile, 
share, set your sights on the things that really 
last and remember: Spend less time on what is 
urgent and more time on what is important.   

God bless always.   

   -Father Chuck 



 

Ra  
St. Raymond R. C. Church 

Page 2 

WEEKLY MASS PRAYERS 

AUGUST 3, 2025—18TH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial  

with the Father; through him all things  
were made. For us men and for our  

Salvation he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand  

of the Father. He will come again in  
Glory to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the  
Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church. I confess one  
Baptism for the  forgiveness of  
Sins and I look forward to the  

resurrection of the dead and the  
life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

The Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great  
glory, Lord God, Heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the  
Father, You take away the sin of the  

world, have mercy on us; 
You take away the sin of the world, 
receive our prayer; You are seated  

at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One; 
you alone are the Lord. 

You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the  glory of God, the Father. 
Amen 

Penitential Act 
 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and 
in what I have failed to do, 

[Pray while striking the breast 3 times.] 
through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
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READINGS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

AUGUST 3, 2025—18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

     

FIRST READING 
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 

Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, vanity of 
vanities!  All things are vanity! Here is one 
who has labored with wisdom and 
knowledge and skill, and yet to another who 
has not labored over it, he must leave prop-
erty. This also is vanity and a great misfor-
tune. For what profit comes to man from all 
the toil and anxiety of heart with which he 
has labored under the sun? All his days sor-
row and grief are his occupation; even at 
night his mind is not at rest. This also is vani-
ty.  

GOSPEL 
Luke 12:13-21  

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to share the inher-
itance with me.” He replied to him, “Friend, 
who appointed me as your judge and arbitra-
tor?” Then he said to the crowd, “Take care to 
guard against all greed, for though one may 
be rich, one’s life does not consist of posses-
sions.” Then he told them a parable. “There 
was a rich man whose land produced a boun-
tiful harvest. He asked himself, ‘What shall I 
do, for I do not have space to store my har-
vest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: I 
shall tear down my barns and build larger 
ones. There I shall store all my grain and oth-
er goods and I shall say to myself, “Now as for 
you, you have so many good things stored up 
for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ 
But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your 
life will be demanded of you; and the things 
you have prepared, to whom will they be-
long?’ Thus will it be for all who store up 
treasure for themselves but are not rich in 
what matters to God.”  

ALLELUIA 
Matthew 5:3  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 
You turn man back to dust, saying, “Return, 
O children of men.” For a thousand years in 
your sight are as yesterday, now that it is 
past, or as a watch of the night. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 
You make an end of them in their sleep; the 
next morning they are like the changing 
grass, Which at dawn springs up anew, but 
by evening wilts and fades. 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 
Teach us to number our days aright, that we 
may gain wisdom of heart. Return, O LORD! 
How long? Have pity on your servants! 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts. 
Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that 
we may shout for joy and gladness all our 
days. And may the gracious care of the LORD 
our God be ours; prosper the work of our 
hands for us! Prosper the work of our hands! 
R. If today you hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts.  

SECOND READING 
Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11  

Brothers and sisters: If you were raised with 
Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is 
seated at the right hand of God. Think of what 
is above, not of what is on earth. For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ your life appears, then you 
too will appear with him in glory. Put to 
death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and the greed that is idolatry. Stop lying to 
one another, since you have taken off the old 
self with its practices and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, 
in the image of its creator. Here there is not 
Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumci-
sion, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all and in all.  

https://bible.usccb.org/BIBLE/Ecclesiastes/1?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/5?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/90?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/3?1
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